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WFP’s vision is to make Rwanda a food secure country 

where people are well nourished, able to develop to their full 

potential, living in resilient communities and sustainably 

maintained by effective institutions at all levels. This will be 

realized through enhancing national capacity to develop, 

design and manage nationally owned hunger solutions. WFP 

also plans to model innovations in food assistance 

programming, as well as to continue its humanitarian 

support to populations affected by crises.   

 

WFP has been present in Rwanda since 1975.  
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Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200744: Food 

and Nutrition 

Assistance to Refugees 

and Returnees 

Jan 15 – 

Dec 16 
93,900 35,149,325 3,719,378 11% 4,915,311 

USA, 

Multilateral, 

Canada, Japan 

and UN CERF. 

CP 200539: Country 

Programme Rwanda-

(2013-2018) 

Jul 13 – 

Jun 18 
92,900 31,034,213 5,219,235 17% 66,886 

Republic of 

Korea, 

Multilateral, UN 

common fund, 

Switzerland and 

Private donors. 

*February-July  

 
Summary of WFP assistance:  
 
In 2014, WFP aimed at providing food assistance to over 190,000 beneficiaries through the Protracted Relief and 

Recovery Operation (PRRO) and the Common Country Programme (CCP). The PRRO targeted 76,000 refugees living 

in five refugee camps (Gihembe, Kigeme, Kiziba, Mugombwa and Nyabiheke); 15,000 former Rwandan refugees 

returning home from neighbouring countries; and 9,000 school children from the local community attending the 

same schools as refugees around the camps. The new refugees operation (PRRO 200744) was approved to cater for 

the food needs of refugees through January 2015 to December 2016. The refugees operation targets 88,800 

beneficiaries and aims at providing of food assistance to refugees and returnees in a form of in-kind food or cash. 

The most vulnerable refugees will continue to benefit from safety net activities such as blanket supplementary 

feeding, nutrition support for people living with HIV, TB patients and school feeding. WFP also plans to introduce self-

reliance activities such as training of agriculture and livestock cooperatives, provision of enterprise start-up kits, 

enhanced linkage to markets, and business expansion. 

The Common Country Programme focuses on national capacity development and on modelling innovations in food 

assistance, and targets 92,900 beneficiaries. 

  

 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/rwanda


 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/rwanda  

 

 

 

W
F
P

 R
w

a
n

d
a
 |

 B
ri
e
f  

 
OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

PARTNERSHIPS  
 

WFP partners with other UN agencies under the One UN network by co-chairing several thematic groups and 

participating in several task forces. WFP continues its strong partnership with the Government of Rwanda, mainly 

through the Ministry of Disaster Management and Refugee Affairs (MIDIMAR), Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, 

Ministry of Local Government and the Ministry of Agriculture. 

WFP works in partnership with several non-governmental organizations, namely World Vision, American Refugee 

Committee (ARC), Africa Humanitarian Action (AHA), the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) and Good 

Neighbors International. ARC and AHA implement food distribution at the nutrition centres while ADRA focuses on 

general food distribution and the implementation of school feeding activities in refugee camps. World Vision partners 

with WFP in implementing the cash transfer programme in Gihembe refugee camp under the current PRRO 200343 and 

the nutrition programme in Nyamagabe district under the CP 200539. Good Neighbors International partner with WFP in 

implementing the Saemaul Zero Hunger Communities project under the Country Programme. 

In addition, WFP partners with FAO, IFAD and UNWOMEN to strengthen smallholder farmers' capacity and to link them 

to markets using the WFP Purchase for Progress (P4P) initiative. WFP also works in partnership with UNICEF, WHO and 

FAO to fight chronic malnutrition in the most food insecure areas. 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Rwanda is a low-income, food-deficit and least developed country, 

and ranks 151 (out of 187 countries) on the 2014 UNDP Human 

Development Report. Rwanda has one of the highest population 

densities in Africa, with 416 people per square kilometre. Its 

population increases at an annual rate of 2.6 percent and the total 

population stands at 11.2 million. Rwanda has a limited natural 

resource base; the main sector is agriculture, which contributes to 

over 33 percent of the national gross domestic product (GDP) and 

generates 80 percent of total export revenue. Agricultural 

transformation has been identified as the main pillar for achieving 

economic development and food security. Rwanda plans to attain a 

per capita income of USD1,240 by the year 2020 from the current 

level of USD 644. Since the 1994 genocide and the ensuing total 

collapse of Rwanda's civil society, economy and social services, the 

Government has embarked on rebuilding the country and improving 

quality of life. Good governance, productive and market-oriented 

agriculture, and regional and international economic integration are 

three of the six pillars of the Rwanda Vision 2020. Rwanda was also 

the first country to sign the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 

Development Programme (CAADP) compact and to secure funding, thus confirming malnutrition and food insecurity as 

one of the Government's key priorities.  

Despite the impressive economic recovery and an annual GDP growth of 7.2 percent since 2010, household food 

insecurity continues to be a major challenge. According to the Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability Analysis 

(CFSVA-December 2012) and the most recent Nutrition Survey (2012), the prevalence of chronic malnutrition among 

children under five years of age is still high at 43 percent despite a significant improvement from 52 percent in 2009. 

The northern and western areas of the country, bordering Lake Kivu and along the Congo Nile Crest, are the most 

affected areas, with rates of stunting at over 60 percent. 

Life expectancy in Rwanda is 64.1 years and households headed by women or orphans account for 36 percent of the 

population. Rwanda is currently home to over 76,000 refugees, mainly from eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, 

hosted in four camps and one transit centre. Security in the region remains precarious, particularly in eastern DRC, thus 

reducing the prospects of repatriation of the refugees in the near future. Rwanda signed a cessation clause in 2009 to 

end the refugee status of around 70,000 Rwandans still living as refugees and asylum seekers in the neighbouring 

countries, including DRC, Malawi, Uganda, and other African countries. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

 During the reporting period, WFP provided food assistance to over 
100,000 beneficiaries through cash and food assistance.  

 Supplementary feeding was provided to improve the nutritional status 
of the most vulnerable people in refugee camps including children, 
pregnant and lactating mothers as well as people living with HIV/AIDS 
on ART. 

 Post distribution monitoring (PDM) findings indicate that the food 
security situation in camps receiving food transfers remained relatively 
stable with 2.1 percent of households having poor food consumption 
while 14.4 percent had borderline food consumption. However, 

households that received cash showed slightly better results, with 0.6 
percent of households with poor food consumption and 11.0 percent 
with borderline food consumption.  

 Also, the PDM indicated that, as a result of WFP’s supplementary 
feeding programme in Nyamagabe District, 30.8 percent of children 6-
23 months consumed a minimum acceptable diet after just two rounds 
of distribution. This was a substantial improvement from 12.6 percent 
as indicated in the baseline survey.  
 

 
 The main operational challenge is the 

lack of sufficient resources to purchase 
food for refugees. With the current 
stock, WFP will be able to provide food 
to refugees until April 2015. The 
country office needs USD 7 million to 
cover a critical shortfall starting in May 
2015 including unpaid balance of USD 
1.8 million.  

 Consequently, the lack of insufficient 
funding poses a serious risk to the 
refugees’ food security situation as they 
depend entirely on WFP food 
assistance. This may also affect the 
security situation around the camps 
since refugees may adopt negative 
coping mechanisms which may affect 
their relationship with the host 

community around the camps. 
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