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The WFP Kenya country strategy 2013–2017 calls for a shift 
from service delivery to capacity development of Kenya’s 
institutions to address hunger as the first responder to food and 
nutrition insecurity. Emphasis will be on strengthening the 
capacity of national institutions and county governments to 
assess, analyse, prepare for, and respond to, food and nutrition 
insecurity. WFP will invest in Kenya’s social protection systems, 
including supporting resilience safety-nets such as asset-
creation activities and building on the success of the home-
grown school meals programme for its sustainable expansion 
into the arid lands. Strategic partnerships with other 
development partners will be explored and expanded. Support 
to refugees will be sustained and durable solutions supported.  
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Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200174: Food 

Assistance to Refugees 

Oct 11 – 

Mar 15 
616,000 496,705,491 405,741,096 82% 21,525,049 

USA, Canada, 
Multilaterals, Japan, 

European 

Commission 

PRRO 200294: “Protecting & 

Rebuilding Livelihoods in Arid 

and Semi-Arid Areas” 

May 12 – 

Apr 15 
2,300,500 449,639,862 303,737,867 68% 30,772,469 

USA, Germany, UK, 

Multilaterals, 

Canada 

CP 200680: “Country-

Programme-Kenya (2014-

2018)” 

Jul 14 – 

Jun 18 
1,115,000 129,079,182 21,612,277 17% 21,605,720 

USA, Canada, 

Russian Federation, 

Private Donors 

*February-July 

Summary of WFP assistance:  
 

WFP's assistance in Kenya focuses on the most food-insecure people living in chronically poor and marginalised areas 

where development lags markedly behind the rest of the country. WFP is currently providing food assistance in Kenya 
through two protracted relief and recovery operations (PRROs), a Country Programme and three trust funds.  
 
PRRO 200174 “Food assistance to refugees” provides food assistance to refugees in Dadaab and Kakuma camps 
through general food distributions, supplementary feeding (malnourished children, mothers), hospitalized patients, and 
snacks for children in schools. WFP also provides support to the host community through food-assistance-for-assets 
activities (FFA) and food-for-training (the latter is also available for refugees). The biometrics fingerprinting system 
introduced by WFP-UNHCR in Kenya in October 2013 introduced new procedures in beneficiary identification during food 
collection and accountability.  
PRRO 200294 “Protecting and rebuilding livelihoods in the arid and semi-arid areas” aims to build resilience of 
drought-prone communities to withstand future shocks through asset creation. It also provides relief food to families 
faced with climatic shocks in the arid and semi-arid lands (ASAL) and treats children aged 6-59 months as well as 
pregnant and breastfeeding women identified with moderate acute malnutrition.  
Country Programme 200680 (development activities) has four components that:(i) support capacity of devolved 
county structures to better equip them to prepare, analyse and respond to shocks; (ii) support Kenya’s school meals 
programme; (iii) improve market access for smallholder farmers; and (iv) support the National Nutrition Action Plan, 
including micronutrients in schools. 
 
WFP Kenya has a beneficiary “hotline” as part of its efforts to address gender, protection and accountability to affected 
persons. The telephone hotline has proven to be an efficient way to provide information to beneficiaries and other 
community members, solve operational problems, receive allegations of fraud and misconduct, and solicit feedback 
about WFP’s activities. The hotline now covers over 1 million beneficiaries, 37 percent of WFP’s current 2.7 million 
beneficiaries. The Government’s Social Protection Secretariat has requested WFP support to set up a similar system for 
Kenya’s national safety net programmes.  WFP also began to engage the Social Protection Secretariat in the 3-year 
Complementarity Initiative, a capacity building initiative that seeks to support the government to integrate all Kenya’s 
food assistance programmes in the ASAL’s into a coherent safety net system. 
 

The Government’s is in its second medium-term plan (MTP2) of its development blueprint, the Vision 2030. WFP’s 

assistance supports the new UNDAF, which is aligned with MTP2. WFP contributes towards Millennium Development 

Goals 1-7 and all the four Strategic Objectives of WFP. 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

PARTNERSHIPS  
 

 WFP is supporting food security and nutrition activities in six government line ministries and several county 
governments. WFP is also working in partnership with 12 international non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 14 
national NGOs/faith-based organizations, United Nations agencies and other partners (IFAD, FAO, World Bank, 
UNICEF and UNHCR) in Kenya. OCHA coordinates humanitarian affairs. 

 In semi-arid counties, WFP and the Rome-based agencies are designing a partnership in which half of WFP's 350,000 
cash-for-asset beneficiaries will receive assistance from a USD100 million IFAD/FAO investments, as well as support 
through credit associations from a World Bank loan, which will allow food assistance from WFP to reduce. In arid 
counties, WFP is working with USAID-supported NGOs as part of the Resilience for Economic Growth in Arid Lands 
(REGALs) partnership. REGALs will assist WFP's 350,000 food-for-assets beneficiaries through a "layering" of 
interventions (including agricultural inputs, storage, marketing) designed to move the livelihoods of small farmers up 

the economic value chain. WFP activities are being complemented by UNICEF (supporting nutrition, water, sanitation 
and hygiene in selected schools) and FAO (supporting smallholder farmers on post-harvest handling and aflatoxin 
mitigation). 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Kenya has a population of 44 million people and is a lower-middle-
income but food-deficit country. In September 2014, Kenya was 
reclassified from low-income economy to lower middle-income economy 
status, but the Human Development Report of 2014 ranks Kenya 147 
out of 187 countries (two positions down from 2013). Eighty percent of 
the territory is arid and semi-arid land with limited agricultural potential, 
but agriculture remains the country's main economic driver. Deep socio-
economic disparities within the country remain and the 2014 Human 
Development Report ranks Kenya 147 out of 187 countries (two 
positions down from 2013). Global acute malnutrition among children 
under 5 often exceeds 15 percent in ASAL areas. Of the children under 
5, 84 percent are deficient in vitamin A, 73 percent in iron and 51 
percent in zinc; a quarter of children have inadequate iodine intake. 
Many households cannot afford a nutritious diet, and an estimated 1.8 
million children are chronically undernourished; high stunting persists 
(35 percent). The national average for net school enrolment is 87 
percent, but arid regions and poor settlements of Nairobi have rates of 
less than 40 percent. This is attributable to access, equity, quality, 
relevance and service delivery issues amongst others. Devolution of 
significant resources and responsibilities into the new county governments is an attempt to respond to Kenya’s needs to 
address these issues. Kenya is currently home to about 500,000 refugees living in camps who depend on WFP support 
for food. The refugee camps in Dadaab and Kakuma are in two of the most food-insecure counties – Garissa and 
Turkana. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 For the refugee operation, WFP reached 483,000 refugees in Dadaab and 
Kakuma camps in December. There was substantial response from 
donors since WFP launched an urgent appeal in October: USD 45 million 
was raised by end of December. Though there were 50 percent ration 
cuts in November, WFP increased the ration sizes in December to 
60 percent, and full rations resumed on 01 January 2015. 

 The annual anthropometric nutrition surveys in the camps found global 
acute malnutrition of prevalence of 8.9 percent in Dadaab and 7.4 
percent in Kakuma, which was better than in 2013. The results in 
Kakuma were commendable given the influx from South Sudan, where 
most of children arrived in poor nutrition shape.  

 WFP scaled-up its operation in the ASAL to target 1.3 million people from 
November, with the Government meeting the needs of 300,000 more. All 
cash transfers were on time. However, food distributions were affected 
by a combination of insufficient funding and slow supply chain process 
for maize bought from neighbouring countries.  

 WFP provided daily school meals to 796,000 school children in nine arid 
counties and unplanned settlements of Nairobi, the hardest-to-reach and 
most food-insecure areas where enrolment rates are lowest and 
attendance is irregular. In Isiolo, schools received cash transfers as part 
of reinforcing an efficient and effective transition to the national home-
grown school feeding programme that is cash-based, prior to handover 
in January 2015.  

 WFP is investing in nutrition of vulnerable populations. Children aged 6-
59 months and pregnant/breastfeeding women identified with moderate 
acute malnutrition in the ASAL and refugee camps are treated with 
ready-to-use supplementary food. WFP is addressing micronutrient 
deficiencies by providing micronutrient powders to children aged 6-23 
months and school children in the arid countries. Refugee children aged 
6-23 months receive Super Cereal plus to prevent under-nutrition and 
provide micronutrients.  

 All the three projects in Kenya reach beneficiaries through a hybrid of 
transfer modalities, food and cash or vouchers. The modality is based on 
market assessments, the need to align with government programmes to 

facilitate eventual handover, and availability of flexible cash 
contributions to support the transfers.   

 The security situation was dominated 
by several events: i) banditry and 
cattle rustling along the Turkana-
Baringo and Turkana-Samburu borders. 
The security forces launched a 
disarmament operation; ii) armed 
attacks on security forces in parts of 
Mombasa; iii) extremist attacks in 
Mandera; iv) curfew in Lamu; and, v) 
clashes in Kakuma camps. UN travel in 
these areas - apart from the camps – 
were temporarily suspended. 

 The Mandera attacks saw 64 civilians 
murdered through two separate attacks 
by suspected Al Shabaab militias. This 
prompted an exodus of non-local 
professional workers (e.g.  teachers, 
doctors and nurses) from the northeast 
counties (also includes Garissa and 
Wajir).  

 Funding for the three WFP operations in 
Kenya was a huge challenge. Not only 
was the country office forced to cut 
rations for the refugees during the last 
quarter of 2014, rations were also cut 
for the food insecure people in the 
ASAL, and October distribution missed 
altogether. Furthermore, inadequate 
funding will compromise ability to 
provide school meals to children from 
May 2015. The benefits and trust 
established with the government to 
date would be eroded if WFP is unable 
to continue support to school feeding in 

Kenya so early in the new country 
programme.  
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