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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 

 
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requireme

nts  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200540: Targeted 
Food Assistance to Victims 

of Armed Conflicts and 

other Vulnerable Groups 

Jul 13 – 

Dec 15 
 3,600,000 414,881,205 249,289,459 60% 14,859,300 

USA, Canada, 

Germany, European 
Commission, and UN 

Common Funds and 

Agencies (excl. 

CERF) 
SOP 200661 

Strengthening Food 

Security Cluster 
Coordination in the 

Democratic Republic of 

Congo 

March 14-
March 15 

n/a 
1,522,378 281,951 19% 

- Multilateral 
contributions 

SOP 200789: Provision of 

Humanitarian Air Services 

in DRC.  

Jan 15 - 

Dec 15  
40,500 

27,991,716 5,262,847 19% 
- 

USA, UN Common 

Funds and Agencies 

(excl. CERF), Japan, 

United Kingdom, 
Canada. 

SOP 200456: Logistics 

Cluster Coordination and 

Road Infrastructure 

Repairs in Support of WFP 

and the Humanitarian 

Community in DRC 

Jul 12 – 

Nov 14 
n/a 

6,944,350 6,906,594 100% Project Ended 

UN Common Funds 

and Agencies (excl. 

CERF), Norway, 

Sweden, United 

Kingdom 

*February-July 

Summary of WFP assistance:  
In DRC, WFP currently operates through a protracted relief and recovery operation (PRRO 200540) and three special 
operations (SO 200456, 200504 and 200661). A regional Emergency Operation (EMOP) was launched in January 2015 
to assist CAR refugees in Equateur province.  
With significant humanitarian demands but limited resources in DRC, WFP reviewed its programmes in the country 
through consultations with key stakeholders and a joint UNICEF-WFP-UNHCR high-level Mission in January 2014. As a 
result, WFP’s portfolio was re-prioritized to provide assistance to the acutely vulnerable people in conflict-affected parts 
of the country. WFP launched PRRO 200540 in July 2013, which aims to provide life-saving food assistance for 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees, including in areas where violence remains a problem; support early 
recovery of people returning to their areas of origin; ensure children attend school by providing emergency school 
feeding to displaced children; reduce malnutrition through nutritional support to children aged 6-59 months, and 
pregnant/nursing women; and support access to markets and education.  
To address the logistical challenges that WFP and the humanitarian community face in DRC, WFP implements SOs 
200456 and 200504. Through these operations, WFP provides support to logistics services and also manages the 
UNHAS aviation service for the humanitarian community. Through the special operation (SO 200661), WFP supports 
the Food Security Cluster to coordinate responses to displaced people and optimize the collaboration amongst UN 
agencies, NGOs, donors and other stakeholders to address food security challenges. 
In 2014, a Purchase for Progress (P4P) pilot was completed in Bikoro (Equateur) and Kabalo (Katanga) territories. 
The project revived agricultural markets in the country and enhanced the ability of farmers' to connect to such local and 
regional markets. In DRC the post-pilot phase (2015-2017) will consolidate interventions in those two provinces and 
expand to the North and South Kivu provinces. 
In all projects, WFP is following strategies to support gender equality. Particular attention is given to reducing the risk of 
sexual and gender-based violence, which continues to be a widespread problem in the country. WFP's operations in DRC 
contribute to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 1 through 6 and support the government's poverty reduction 
strategy (2011-2015) and the United Nations Development Assistance Framework (2013-2017).  

WFP is planning to assist 3.6 million vulnerable people through 
an emergency relief, early recovery and resilience programme 
(PRRO 200540), primarily through food distributions and cash 
or voucher transfers. WFP's Purchase for Progress (P4P) 
activities in Katanga and Equateur Provinces are ongoing and 
a new phase is being designed for 2015-2017. WFP is 
implementing three special operations for the benefit of the 
humanitarian community:  strengthening the coordination of 
the Logistics Cluster (SO200747); strengthening the 
coordination of the Food Security Cluster (SO200661); and 
operating the United Nations Humanitarian Air Services – 
UNHAS (SO 200789). WFP has been present in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) since 1973. 
 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/congo-democratic-republic
http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/projects/SOP/project/200661/2014
http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/projects/SOP/project/200661/2014
http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/projects/SOP/project/200661/2014
http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/projects/SOP/project/200661/2014
http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/projects/SOP/project/200661/2014
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

PARTNERSHIPS 
WFP works with about 90 different partners in DRC to implement, complement, and provide technical support to WFP’s 

operations.  The major NGOs working with WFP in 2014 were World Vision International (WVI), which contributed expertise 

in relief assistance through general food/voucher distributions and school feeding, and CARITAS, which provided expertise in 

similar areas in addition to nutrition. Oxfam GB and DIAKONIE were major partners in North Kivu for relief activities. 

Association pour le Développement Social et la Sauvegarde de l'Environnement (ADSSE) was a major partner for cash 

transfers to refugees and returnees in Equateur Province. Major nutrition partners were Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI) 

and Lutheran World Federation (LWF).  During the last quarter 2014, WFP started mobile transfers in Orientale Province 

through a long-term agreement with VODACOM. Likewise, WFP has started mobile money transfers in North Kivu through the 

same type of arrangement, but with AIRTEL. This partnership is particularly important as it reduces transaction costs and 

helps to respond to beneficiaries’ needs in a timely manner.   WFP also continued to implement a Food Transfer Agreement 

with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), particularly for areas of North and South Kivu. 

National organizations—which comprise 65 percent of WFP’s partnerships in DRC—add valuable in-depth knowledge to each 

local context. Moreover, local NGOs also reach areas that international NGOs and other UN agencies cannot access due to 

security issues.  

WFP works closely with other UN agencies, including UNICEF (for nutrition activities), FAO (for P4P activities and the IPC 

exercise), UNDP and UN-Habitat (to build resilience of IDPs returning to their areas of origin), and UNHCR (through an MoU 

to assist and repatriate refugees). Nutrition activities are closely coordinated with other UN agencies and, as much as 

possible, targeted in coordination with UNICEF.  

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND 

With some 2.3 million square km and some 70 million inhabitants, 
DRC is Africa's second largest country by area and fourth largest by 
population. Due to its fertile soil, agriculture is the primary rural 
economic activity. However, the nation has a food production deficit 
estimated at 30-40 percent. Seventy percent of the population lives 
below the poverty line and lacks access to adequate food. Armed 
groups continue to prey on vast swathes of the east, causing 
millions of people to flee their villages and hundreds of thousands to 
live outside the country as refugees. Some 7 million people in DRC 
are currently in need of assistance throughout the country, including 
2.7 million IDPs. The DRC also suffers from a severe nutrition crisis: 
half of the children under five years are chronically malnourished 
(WFP/FAO). The country ranks second to last out of 187 countries 
on the 2013 UNDP Human Development Index and last on 2012 the 
International Food Policy Research Institute Global Index. The 
national average level of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate is 11 
percent (defined as ‘serious' by WHO), and the HIV prevalence is 
1.1 percent.  
 

Ongoing instability in the DRC continues to have a regional impact, 

threatening peace and security in the Great Lakes region and 

beyond. Continued conflict with armed groups in North and South 

Kivu, namely the ADF/NALU and the FDLR, is expected to cause 

further displacement. Also, the presence of more than 30 other militias in eastern DRC means that conflict and instability 

remain a reality for a large number of people living there. Violence in Katanga has uprooted about 400,000 people since 

2012, and brought the total number of IDPs to nearly 600,000. The most affected territories are Pweto, Manono and Mitwaba 

called the “Triangle of Death” as well as Kalémie and Malemba Nkulu territories.  

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

 At a glance: During the last quarter of 2014, WFP distributed more 
than 12,000 mt of food to approximately 617,000 beneficiaries. WFP 
also distributed more than USD 4.5 million in cash and vouchers to 
315,366 beneficiaries, helping to stimulate local economies. 

 Ebola Response: To support the national Ebola response, between 1 
September and 12 November 2014, UNHAS provided 19 flights by 
DHC8. UNHAS partner ASF-F provided 33 flights during the same 
period.  

 On 15 November, the Government of DRC declared the end of the 

Ebola outbreak in the country. WFP’s overall Ebola response in DRC 
provided logistics, air, IT and food assistance support (288 mt) to 
22,570 people affected by the outbreak in Equateur province. 

 Mobile Vulnerability Analysis Mapping (M-VAM) pilot: Seven 
assessors (including 4 women and 7 men) were trained in Goma. 
Additionally, a seven-day assessment, which included an interview of 
150 households, was conducted at Mugunga 3 IDP camp near Goma to 
evaluate the M-VAM methodology.  

 Food Security Assessment: In December 2014, the 12th Integrated 
Phase Classification (IPC) cycle was carried out nationwide. Results 
found 6.5 million people in the DRC are acutely food insecure.  

  

 WFP continued to face financial and human 

resource gaps amidst crucial response 
operations. Discussions with key donors are 
ongoing to address this issue and ensure 
adequate funding in 2015. 

 Heavy rains resulted in increased challenges 
on the delivery of food commodities, 
particularly in eastern DRC.  

 Continued violence and insecurity remain a 
serious concern in eastern DRC. An NGO 
staff was shot dead in the field.  

 Since October 2014, ADF-NALU rebels have 
been suspected for killing more than 200 
civilians in the Beni territory in North Kivu. 
Following the multi-sectorial assessments 
carried out on the Mbau-Oicha-Eringeti axis, 
an estimated 88,000 people have been 
displaced following these violent eruptions.  

http://www.wfp.org/countries/congo-democratic-republic

