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COUNTRY STRATEGY:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OPERATIONS:  

WFP’s country strategy for Mauritania (2011-2016) identifies 

three priorities, which were developed in consultation with 

the government, United Nations agencies and other 

partners. These priorities include: improve the coordination 

and consultation; reduce risk and create national capacity to 

prepare for crises; and invest in human capital development 

through social protection.  In 2015, WFP will provide food 

and nutrition assistance to 541,510 people to support their 

food security and encourage communities’ resilience-

building efforts through the PRRO. WFP will also provide a 

safety net to about 156,370 primary school children from 

food insecure and highly vulnerable households via the 

school meal programme. In addition, WFP will provide 

lifesaving assistance to 48,000 Malian refugees in Mberra 

camp. WFP will also continue to provide air support service 

to organizations engaged in the provision of aid. WFP has 

been present in Mauritania since 1964. 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 

Donors 

PRRO 200640:  “Protecting 

livelihoods, reducing 

undernutrition, and building 

resilience through safety 

nets, asset creation and skills 

development” 

07/14-12/16 604,752 82,608,100 9,018,327 11% 14,325,030 

European 

Commission, 

Multilateral, 

United Saudi 

Arabia 

DEV 200251: “Country 

Programme Mauritania” 
01/12-12/16 508,695 78,581,975 8,575,337 11% 6,744,006 

Multilateral 

donor, Saudi 

Arabia, Private 

donors 

SO 200406: “Provision of 

Humanitarian Air Services in 

Mauritania” 

03/12-08/14 n/a 17,489,682 14,900,562 85% -- 

European 

Commission, 

United States of 

America, United 

Kingdom, 

Germany, 

Sweden 

Regional EMOP 200438: 

“Assistance to Refugees and 

Internally Displaced Persons 

Affected by Insecurity in 

Mali” (project part 

Mauritania) 

06/12-12/15 123,000 54,803,276 44,464,323 81% 3,170,096 

United States of 

America, 

Multilateral, 

European 

Commission, UN 

CERF, Japan  

*February-July   

 
Summary of WFP assistance 
WFP provides for the immediate food and nutrition needs of vulnerable households affected by recurrent food crises in 
Mauritania, while also supporting the government’s resilience building efforts. For instance, through General Food 
Distributions using food or cash modalities to assist severely food insecure households during the peak of lean season; 
Food Assistance for Asset/Cash (FFA) or food transfer activities; support to village food reserves; and treatment and 

prevention of malnutrition among children aged 6-59 months and pregnant and nursing women. WFP also supports 
national capacity building for emergency preparedness and response activities. In addition, through the Country 
Programme, WFP provides school feeding to children enrolled in public primary schools – or in mahadras (Koranic 
schools) where public schools do not exist – in eight rural regions marked by low attendance, high food insecurity, 
malnutrition and poverty. WFP also collaborates with the government to enhance resilience to the adverse effects of 
climate change by improving technical services, protecting natural resources and encouraging sustainable livelihood at 
community level. Additionally, WFP addresses life-saving needs of refugees who have fled the conflict in northern Mali 
and seek asylum in Mauritania. WFP provides food and nutrition assistance, as well as emergency school feeding to 
Malian refugees in Mberra. Lastly, the United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) in Mauritania was established 
as WFP’s Special Operation (SO) 200406 in March 2012 to complement humanitarian efforts in response to reduced 
agro pastoral production in the Sahel region and refugee influx from Mali into Mauritania. The service is the main mean 
through which humanitarian personnel access beneficiaries from the capital, Nouakchott. WFP interventions in the 
country focus on the eight rural regions marked by highest food insecurity and malnutrition rates. WFP operations in 
country are aligned with the government’s strategies for poverty reduction, nutrition and malnutrition. Operations 
support all four WFP strategic Objectives for 2014-2017, and contribute to Millennium Development Goals 1, 3, 4, 5, 7 
and 8. 

http://www.wfp.org/countries
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

PARTNERSHIPS  
In Mauritania, WFP works closely with the government, in particular the national body for food security coordination, the Ministry 

of Economic Affairs and Development (MAED), the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Agriculture and the 

Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development. WFP also collaborates with other UN agencies, namely: FAO, UNICEF, 

UNHCR, UNFPA, as well as 18 Non-Governmental Organization partners for the implementation of its activities. Through this 

collaboration, WFP ensures that its projects are in line with government priorities and supports its strategy. Coordination with 

other UN agencies and the opportunities for the synergies it creates help to support a greater impact of the activities. Cooperation 

with local NGOs offers valuable links to the communities.  

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Mauritania is a low-income, food-deficit country in the Sahara-Sahel belt, 

ranking 161 out of 187 countries on the 2014 UNDP Human Development 

Index. The 2013 census counts over 3.4 million people, with 51 percent 

women and girls. One in four Mauritanians lives on less than USD1.25 per 

day. Over half of the population is either near or living in multidimensional 

poverty with deprivation in health, education and standard of living. 

Mauritania is also a food deficit country and depends on imports for over 70 

percent of its cereals needs. In recent years, Mauritania has been hit by 

successive shocks that have seriously affected the food and nutrition 

security of the country and critically undermined the resilience capacity of 

the most vulnerable populations who rely on traditional agriculture and 

livestock activities for their livelihoods. Household food security relies on 

rural production and urban migration. Mauritania suffers from chronic food 

insecurity and high prevalence of malnutrition. 14.5 percent of the 

population is consistently food insecure. Malnutrition is also high; with 

prevalence of 6.5 percent during the post-harvest period reaching levels 

above the World Health Organisation’s 10 percent "alert" threshold during 

the lean season. While security in the country is generally stable, the 

situation in the wider Sahel sub-region is unpredictable. The conflict in Mali has presented an additional burden for populations 

living along the border due to the influx of refugees from Mali. As of 31 January 2015, 51,843 live in Mberra camp 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation: 

 From October to December, WFP provided food and 

nutrition assistance to 44 percent of all planned 

beneficiaries 

 Over 10,730 children aged 6-59 months and 275 

pregnant and nursing women received nutritional 

supplement from the treatment of moderate acute 

malnutrition. WFP also extended assistance to more 

than 170 volunteers in Guidimakha and Gorgol. During 

the reporting period, WFP reached 93,411 severely food 

insecure people through targeted food distributions 

(TFD) in Hodh El Chargui and Hodh El Gharbi and 

Tagant. During the same period, WFP assisted over 

11,630 rural households through Food assistance for 

assets- cash transfer activities, in Assaba, Gorgol, 

Guidimaka, and Nouakchott. Participants received an 

average of USD40 monthly to cover for the basic food 

needs of 6 persons, reaching some 69,804 beneficiaries.  

 Emergency Operation: 54,632 refugees benefited 

from General Food Distribution. WFP also provided 

targeted supplementary feeding to 682 children aged 6-

59 months and 77 pregnant and nursing women. 4,681 

children under five years old and 1,408 PNW benefited 

from prevention of malnutrition programme. 4,136 

school children received a daily meals in school via the 

emergency school feeding programme. 

 Special Operation UNHAS: From October to December 

2014, UNHAS services were used to transport 882 

passengers and 2,557 kg of cargo in 115 rotations 

between Nouakchott-Nema-Bassiknou 

 The extension of the Bassikounou airstrip to 1,500 

metres was successfully completed in November 2014. 

This has allow to increase the passenger capacity from 

14 to 17 from Bassiknou and to reduce passengers' 

travel time from/to the capital. 

 Project ended as planned on 31 December 2014. 

 Innovation and programming-SCOPE: WFP 

Mauritania successfully rolled out the SCOPE piloting 

phase in Kaedi and Kiffa from 17 to 23 November 2014. 

Some 60 people from NGO, the national coordination 

body for food security (CSA), ministry of foreign affairs 

and WFP were trained on the use of this new beneficiary 

and transfer management platform.  

 The combined effect of the poor performances of the main and 

off-season agro-pastoral production; reduced seasonal labour 

incomes; and reduced income from livestock sales have had a 

devastating effect on the food security of the poorest 

households. It is now estimated that 1.2 million people, a third 

of the population faces food insecurity. This includes 427,773 

people in severe food insecurity who cannot meet their food 

needs without external assistance; and 819,796 people 

struggling to feed their families on a daily basis whose 

borderline conditions would deteriorate, if no external 

assistance is provided. FEWS NET indicates that the worst 

affected areas are moving from stress to crisis food security 

levels according to IPC classification. In these zones the lean 

season will start in February/March.  

 The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation Funding 

shortfalls and breaks in pipeline hampered the distributions. 

TSF activities were implemented in two of the eight regions 

targeted by the project. Ration distributed via the TFD had to 

be reduced. 

 Emergency Operation: The latest Nutrition and Food security 

surveys conducted in October and November 2014 in Mberra 

camp show a continued improvement of the nutrition and food 

security of refugees. The prevalence of food insecurity was 

divided by more than two between October 2013 and October 

2014, from 22 percent to 9.6 percent. The prevalence of global 

acute malnutrition among children aged 6-59 months went 

down from 11.8 to 9.9. 

 The food security situation and nutritional status of the 

refugees which rely largely on external assistance remain 

fragile. 

 Situation in the Sahel-Sahara region and the reported upsurge 

in violence in northern Mali, continue to impede any massive 

return of refugees to Mali. Assistance given to refugees and 

host populations needs to be adjusted to the protracted 

refugee situation.  

 Country Programme: Distributions scheduled to start in 

November 2014 for 33 days were postponed to January 2015 

due to the late approval of targeting by the National Ministry of 

Education.  

 Special Operation UNHAS: A new Special Operation will be 

established to continue to provide access for the humanitarian 

community to remote and vulnerable areas of Mauritania, for 

12 months until end of December 2015. 
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