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OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

EMOP 200525: 

Assistance for crisis-

affected populations in 

Mali: internally displaced 

people, host families and 
fragile communities 

Jan 13 – 

Dec 14  
1.3 million   351,290,175 210,375,953 60% Project ended 

United States, 

European 

Commission, 

Japan, United 

Kingdom, Canada,  

PRRO 200719: Saving 

Lives, Reducing 

Malnutrition and 

Rebuilding Livelihoods 

Jan 15 – 

Dec 17 
2.8 million 310,406,569 34,503,971 11% 30,369,505 

United States, 
European 

Commission, 

Japan, Canada, 

Multilateral 

DEV 105830: Country 
Programme (2008-2014)  

Jan 08 – 
Dec 14 

2.75 
million 

138,263,905 113,928,285 82% 1,665,694 

Canada, European 

Commission, 

Netherlands, 

Switzerland, 

Luxembourg 

SO 200521: Provision of 

Humanitarian Air 

Services in Mali 

Jan13 – 

Dec 14 
n/a 16,626,644 14,952,227 90% n/a 

United Kingdom, 

European 

Commission, 

Sweden, United 
States, 

Switzerland 

*February-July 

 

Summary of WFP assistance:  

In 2014, WFP’s emergency operation (EMOP 200525) aimed to save lives and rehabilitate the livelihoods of up to 1.3 million 

conflict-affected people through targeted distributions (food and cash), nutrition interventions (prevention and treatment 

of moderate acute malnutrition), emergency school feeding and recovery activities (food for assets). The EMOP responded 
to the urgent food and nutrition needs of vulnerable IDPs, returnees and people affected by natural disasters and seasonal 
stress; supported the recovery and stability of communities affected by shocks; treated malnourished children under 5 and 
pregnant and lactating women; and provided a safety net for vulnerable primary schoolchildren.  
 
In parallel to the EMOP, the Country Programme (CP) continues to address the chronic food insecurity of vulnerable people 

in areas of the south through the implementation of development activities. Under the Country Programme, poor households 

are supported with nutrition, education and rural development initiatives, including a high-reaching resilience building 

project to increase their food security.  Innovation is at the core of the Country Programme, with a home-grown school-

feeding approach and two pilot programmes in nutrition. Both the EMOP and the CP are aligned with Strategic Objectives 
1, 2 and 4, Millennium Development Goals 1 and 4, the United Nations Development Assistance Framework (2015–2019) 
and national policies and programmes. 
 

WFP also supports the humanitarian community through the UNHAS operation, its joint leadership role in the Food Security 

Cluster with FAO, and the technical and financial partners sub-group on food security and nutrition.     
 
Food Security Cluster 

 
 
 

Recent drought and political instability in Mali has 

exacerbated food insecurity, eroded coping capacities and 

weakened the resilience of vulnerable populations. In 

response, WFP’s emergency operation (EMOP) 200525 has 

assisted over 1 million beneficiaries with a mixture of GFD, 

nutrition, emergency school feeding and early recovery 

activities. Beginning in 2015, relief and recovery efforts will 

be implemented under a new PRRO (2015-2017) targeting 

2.6 million beneficiaries in vulnerable households, mainly in 

the north. While maintaining WFP’s emergency-response 

capacity, the PRRO will expand efforts to strengthen the 

ability of food insecure communities to resist and recover 

from shocks.  In conjunction, the budget of the Country 

Programme (CP) 105830 (2008–2014) will be extended in 

2015. WFP has been present in Mali since 1964. 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/mali
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
 

To implement and coordinate food and nutrition assistance in Mali, WFP works closely with a number of Government 

entities, including the Ministries of Rural Development, Humanitarian Action, Education and Health, and the Commission 

for Food Security (CSA). In 2014, WFP together with the CSA and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 

helped to coordinate assistance to food insecure households in the north identified by the Cadre Harmonise (Food Security 

and Nutrition Harmonised framework). In order to implement EMOP activities, WFP signed Field Level Agreements (FLAs) 

with 34 organisations, including 18 national and 16 international NGOs. Additionally, WFP continued to contract a third 

party organization which monitored WFP supported activities in areas that are inaccessible by UN personnel. Together 

with FAO, WFP co-leads the Food Security Cluster which plays a critical role in supporting food security surveys and in 

coordinating relief and recovery activities. WFP also chaired the Food Security and Nutrition PTF sub-working group which 

has been instrumental in initiating the reform of the National Food Security Framework. 

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Mali is a vast landlocked country at the heart of the Sahel 

region. Mali's social indicators remain among the lowest in 

the world and the country is ranked 182 out of 187 on the 

2013 UNDP Human Development Index. Sixty-nine percent 

of the population lives below the national poverty line, and 

more than one fifth of school-aged children do not attend 

school, three quarters of whom are girls according to the 

2010 National Annual Statistics. Life expectancy at birth is 

51 years and the mortality rate for children under 5 is 176 

per 1,000 according to UN statistics.  

 

Following a political coup in March 2012, the north of the 

country was occupied by non-state armed groups and 

effectively cut off from the south until a brief military 

intervention in January 2013. These events resulted in 

large scale population displacements. A UN peacekeeping 

mission was deployed to the country in July 2013 and a 

new President was elected in August 2013, followed by 

peaceful legislative elections.  

 

Malnutrition is a chronic problem in Mali and was 

exacerbated by the crisis, with Global Acute Malnutrition 

(GAM) rates above the World Health Organization’s alert 

threshold of 10 percent in the north. Preliminary results 

from the 2012/13 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) 

conducted in the South revealed that 38.3 percent of children 6–59 months are stunted. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

 Despite funding shortfalls, WFP scaled-up support to food 

insecure areas of northern Mali during the 2014 lean season, 

reaching 665,580 vulnerable beneficiaries under the 

General Food Distribution (GFD) programme. 

 

 To better assist malnourished (MAM) children ages 6 to 59 

months and PLWs, the TSFP was expanded to 86 health 

centers in the north. Together with improved screening and 

referral systems, this increase in TSFP coverage increased 

WFP’s ability to meet the acute nutrition needs of the most 

vulnerable. 

 

 Consistent with its support to local producers, WFP 

purchased nearly 24,000 mt of cereals locally, including 

5,900 mt from small holder farmers. The expansion of WFP’s 

Forward Purchase Facility further maximized local purchases 

and improved delivery times. 

 

 UNHAS Mali continues to facilitate the movement of more 

than 121 United Nations agencies, Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGOs), and donor representatives within 

Mali. Based in Bamako, the operation enables aid workers 

to implement and monitor projects across the north. In 

2014, UNHAS Mali transported 16,246 passengers, 54 mt of 

cargo and performed 9 medical and security evacuations.  

 

  

 Security incidents in the north, including improvised 

explosive device (IED) and mine explosions, as well 

as banditry, terrorism and clashes between armed 

groups, continue to limit humanitarian access for 

both WFP and its partners.  

 

 In Mali, recent surveys show a critical food insecurity 

and nutrition situation with nearly a quarter of 

households classified as food insecure and one in 

eight children suffering from malnutrition (GAM). 

The upcoming pastoral lean season (March-June) is 

expected to be earlier and more severe than in 

previous years, affecting large numbers of already 

vulnerable people, particularly those in the north.  

 

 WFP is launching a new Protracted Relief and 

Recovery Operation (PRRO 200719) to continue its 

support to vulnerable people in 2015. Unfortunately 

funding continues to be a challenge and this project 

is less than 13 percent funded for the year. Serious 

pipeline breaks in cereals and nutrition products 

threaten WFP’s ability to scale up in response to the 

pastoral and agricultural lean seasons.  
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