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COUNTRY STRATEGY:  

 
OPERATIONS:  

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Donors 

DEV 200144: Support to 
Primary Education in 

Cuvette, Lekoumou, 

Plateaux and Pool 

Regions 

Jul 11 - 

Dec 14 
95,000 19,491,463 14,576,548 75% n/a 

Congo,  
Japan,  

Brazil 

PRRO 200147: Assistance 

to refugees from the 

Central African Republic 

and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo 

Jan 11 – 
July 15 

40,000 51,610,503 23,410,085 45% 1,221,054 

Japan, UN 

CERF, 

Brazil, 

Canada, 

 Congo 

DEV 200211: Support to 

Republic of Congo 

Government for the 

Management of an Urban 
Safety-Net Programme in 

Selected Areas of 

Brazzaville and Pointe 

Noire 

Jul 11-  
Dec 14 

72,000 14,360,134 6,327,521 44% 796,304 

Japan,  

Congo, UN 

Common 

Funds and 

Agencies 

*December - May 

Summary of WFP assistance:  
 

According to preliminary findings of the 2013 Comprehensive Food Security & Vulnerability Analysis (CFSVA), at least 72,000 

households, or 8.5 percent of the population, suffer from food insecurity, which is related to poor economic diversification, low 

agricultural productivity, and household poverty. Only two percent of arable land is currently being cultivated in the country. RoC 

produces less than 30 percent of the populations' food needs and imports a vast majority (75 percent) of its food, causing high 

food prices and straining the county’s food security.  Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire alone have the largest number of food insecure 

people. In 2014, WFP continued to implement a Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO 200147) and two Development 

Projects (DEV 200211 and 200144) in the Republic of Congo. With its Safety Net project 200211, WFP supports the Congolese 

Government in implementing a social safety net to improve food security and increase access to basic health and social services 

for vulnerable groups. About half of the beneficiaries are malnourished HIV and TB patients who receive voucher and e-voucher 

transfers in addition to nutrition supplements. The other beneficiaries are households who live below the poverty line with out-of-

school children, or are impoverished pregnant women and nursing mothers. The voucher transfers are conditioned upon 

households enrolling their children in school and pregnant and nursing mothers scheduling visits to health centres. The project 

targets 12,000 households (72,000 people) in Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire, and is now being extended to the cities of Sibiti and 

Owando. WFP’s school feeding program 200144 provides daily hot meals to primary schools in the regions of Cuvette, 

Lekoumou, Plateaux and Pool. The project commenced in July 2011 with the objective of increasing school access, enrolment, 

attendance, retention and completion of primary education while also reducing micronutrient deficiencies of primary school 

children in the most food-insecure regions of the country. In 2014 the Government approved WFP to assist the ORA (Observer, 

Réfléchir, Agir) indigenous children schools, targeting some additional 3,500 indigenous children in 53 schools in the Likouala 

department. Through DEV 200144, WFP is also supporting smallholder farmers to increase their production by linking the school 

feeding program to local purchases. Additionally, a pilot project to fortify local cassava flour was launched in early 2013 to serve 

the School Meals programme, and WFP continues to work with the government to enhance local capacity for food fortification, 

which represents an important food-based approach to addressing malnutrition and micronutrient deficiencies. WFP provides food 

assistance (PRRO 200147) to a decreasing number of refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in the Likouala 

department and an increasing number of refugees from Central African Republic (CAR). The PRRO's objectives are to save lives 

among the most vulnerable (especially children and women), to ensure basic food needs of refugees until their return to their 

home countries, and to reduce pressure on the host population for food supplies, housing, health and sanitation. 

 

 

WFP RoC currently runs an urban Safety Net programme 

(DEV 200211) in Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire targeting 

12,000 households; a School Feeding programme (DEV 

200144) providing hot meals to over 95,000 children in 

primary schools in five regions. It also provides general food 

distributions (under PRRO 200147) to more than 23,000 

Congolese refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC) and some 15,000 from the Central African Republic 

(CAR) refugees in the Likouala region. WFP has been 

present in the Republic of Congo since 2000. 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

PARTNERSHIPS  
- UNHCR maintains a database of refugee beneficiaries and provides updated lists for distributions. 
- Ministry of Social Affairs, Humanitarian Action and Solidarity coordinates activities, targeting and the 

management of projects in the field.  

- MTN for monthly electronic voucher transfers. Agreements (Ministry/MTN/retailers) were signed with retailers 
operating in the selected project communities to provide food items to households in exchange for electronic vouchers 
which are redeemed at WFP's partner MTN sales outlets 

- World Bank, UNESCO, UNICEF in the launching of the System Approach to Better Education Results (SABER) process 
and in the Safety Net project 

- Ministry of Education in the school feeding program design and implementation 
- Ministry of Industrial Development & Private Sector for the promotion of  a cassava flour fortification and palm oil 
enrichment pilot 

- The National Nutrition Service (Ministry of Health)  
- AARREC for food distribution to refugees 

- FAO to link smallholder farmers with local schools for their food 
procurement  

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

The Republic of Congo has a population of 4.2 million people, of which 

almost 64 percent lives in the urban areas of Brazzaville and Pointe-

Noire. Congo is a lower middle-income country and politically stable. 

However, income inequality plagues Congo, with a Gini coefficient of 

0.43 and nearly half (48 percent) of Congolese living on less than 

USD1.25 per day. The UNDP Human Development Index of 2013 

ranked the Republic of Congo at 140 out of 187 countries. Congo is rich 

in natural resources (oil, timber) and fertile land. Oil exports contribute 

to approximately 70 percent of government revenues and 95 percent of 

export earnings. Global acute malnutrition (GAM) rates persist at 5.9 

percent, stunting at 24.2 percent and underweight at 11.6 percent.  

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

Safety Net project: In October, WFP distributed e-vouchers to 

2,700 households in suburban areas of Brazzaville. While activities 

under the safety net project were temporarily suspended in 

November and the beginning of December due to lack of funding, 

by the end of December, WFP scaled up the safety net project in 

the Lekoumou department (Sibiti) and the Cuvette department 

(Owando) in collaboration with the Ministry of Social Affairs, 

Humanitarian Action and Solidarity and the telecommunication 

company Airtel. During the reporting period, WFP has been 

preparing a 2015 Communication Strategy on Nutrition.  The 

project ended in December 2014 and will be extended through 

three components of the Country Program (2015-2018). The safety 

net will also expand to target 19,600 Households (117,600 

beneficiaries) in the regions of Niari, Lékoumou, Cuvette, Pool, 

Plateaux, Likouala, Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire. 

 

Food assistance to refugees: WFP is assisting refugees from DR 

Congo and Central African Republic (CAR) through general food 

distributions. In October and November, food was distributed to 

27,000 CAR and DRC refugees each month, covering their needs 

until the end of the year. Recent outbreaks of armed conflict in CAR 

have caused an influx of some 1,000 new refugees in Betou, the 

Likouala capital, since September 2014. This project was extended 

in 2015 to assist the remaining DRC refugees. In January 2015, 

WFP RoC will join a 12-month regional operation with other WFP 

Country Offices in CAR, Cameroon, Chad, and DRC to assist the 

vulnerable CAR refugees throughout west and central Africa.  

 

School feeding programme:  

The World Bank’s System Approach to Better Education Results 

(SABER) was officially adopted with an action plan for RoC on 07 

October. WFP co-chaired the ceremony with the World Bank. SABER 

analyses data on education systems to highlight the policies and 

institutions with the most potential to improve learning for children.  
The Minister of Education signed an agreement with WFP outlining 

that WFP will support indigenous children by providing assistance to 

ORA (Observer, Reagir, Agir) schools in the Likouala region. In 

October, schools in three departments were supplied with food for 

2.5 months and 43,750 pupils received a hot meal. This project 

ended on 31 December 2014 but will continue from 2015 to 2018 

under WFP’s recently approved new Country Programme. 

  

 The Ebola outbreak in DRC, the Ministry of 

Health in RoC along with the World Health 

Organization (WHO) have updated a national 

preparedness and response plan to the Ebola 

epidemic.  The purpose is to avoid 

contamination from other affected countries 

and be prepared to prevent the spread of 

Ebola should an outbreak occur in the country. 

WFP has actively contributed to the plan.   

 

 The safety net project’s activities were 

interrupted in November and December due to 

lack of funds. 

 

 

 The safety net project under DEV 200211 has 

been facing a shortfall on e-voucher transfers 

to beneficiaries in November and December. 

Prioritisation has been given to HIV/TB 

patients until the confirmation of new 

contributions. Likewise, the funding gap has 

also impacted WFP’s efforts to improve the 

nutritional status of malnourished populations. 

WFP is promoting its programmes to mobilize 

additional funds. 
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