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WFP Assistance 

 Emergency Food 

Assistance for the 
People Affected by 

Unrest in Syria 

EMOP 200339 

Jan. 2016 – Dec. 2016* 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)** 

2.8 b 
1.4 b 
(50%) 

208.6 m 
(64%) 

*In place since November 2011                   **April 2016 – September 2016 

WFP provides emergency food assistance to 

vulnerable conflict-affected Syrians through its Food 

Distribution programme in all 14 Syrian 

governorates. Under this programme, four million 

people are targeted each month with food rations 

consisting of, among others, rice, bulgur wheat, 

pasta, dried and canned pulses, providing people 

1,700 kcal per day for one month. In addition to 

providing general food assistance, WFP has 

progressively introduced activities to address the 

specific nutrition needs and education concerns of 

vulnerable groups. This includes a Blanket 

Supplementary Feeding Programme for children 

aged 6-59 months to prevent malnutrition, a 

Nutrition Support programme for Pregnant and 

Nursing Women aiming to increase the dietary 

diversity of pregnant and breastfeeding mothers, as 

well as a Fortified School Snack Programme for 

school-aged children to encourage enrolment and 

regular attendance rates and improve their 

micronutrient intake. In the area of Livelihoods and 

Resilience, WFP is implementing activities aimed at 

promoting and restoring livelihoods and food 

security with a long-term resilience-building goal. 

WFP co-leads the Food Security and Agriculture 

Sector, active in Syria since 2013, to inform 

strategic decision-making, plan and develop 

strategies and facilitate coordination among food 

sector members. For more information about the 

sector, see http://fscluster.org/syria. 

 
Logistics and 

Telecommunications 

Augmentation and 

Coordination to 
Support Humanitarian 

Operations in Syria 

SO 200788 

Jan. 2016 – Dec. 2016* 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

9 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

24.4 m 
11.2 m  
(46%) 

11.5 m 
(86%) 

*In place since January 2015                                      **April 2016 – December 2016 

Through a separately funded Special Operation, WFP 

provides logistics and telecommunications support to 

the wider humanitarian community operating in 

Syria through the WFP-led Logistics Cluster as well 

as the Emergency Telecommunications Cluster, both 

activated in 2013. For more information, see 

http://www.logcluster.org/ops/syr12a and 

https://www.etcluster.org/countries/syria. 

WFP Air Deliveries to 

Provide Humanitarian 

Support to Besieged 

and Hard to Reach 

Areas in Syria  

SO 200950 
Feb. 2016 – May 2016 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

2 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

18.1 m 
2.6 m  
(15%) 

15.5 m 
(85%) 

*April 2016 – May 2016 

WFP in its capacity as the global lead of the Logistics 

Cluster is launching a special operation to conduct 

high-altitude parachute airdrops into Deir Ezzor city, 

due to the inability to access the city by land. The 

objective of this special operation is to create 

capacity for the humanitarian community to deliver 

life-saving humanitarian assistance to the besieged 

population of Deir Ezzor. This capacity will be 

available to all humanitarian partners.  
 

Highlights 

 WFP delivers food assistance for more than 3.7 

million people, including for 143,000 people 

living in eight besieged and hard-to-reach 

locations. 

 

 Nusaybin border crossing in northeast Syria 

remained closed during the reporting period, 

resulting in severe food shortages and price 

increases in Al Hasakeh governorate. 

 

 

Credit: © WFP / Hussam Alsaleh  
Caption: Offloading WFP food in Kafr Batna 
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In Numbers 

13.5 million people require humanitarian 

assistance 

6.5 million people internally displaced 

8.7 million people in need of food assistance 
 

51% 49% 

3.7 Million 

People Assisted 
March 2016 

http://fscluster.org/syria
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/syr12a
https://www.etcluster.org/countries/syria
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Donors  

Five largest donors to WFP Syria: USA, United Kingdom, 

European Commission, Germany and Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP provided food assistance for more than 3.7 

million people in 12 of the 14 Syrian governorates 

in March. Of these, food assistance for more than 

800,000 people (22 percent of total deliveries) was 

delivered by cross-border partners operating from 

Turkey and Jordan to people in opposition-held 

areas in Aleppo, Idleb, Hama, Dar’a and Quneitra 

governorates. 

 Approximately 143,000 people (4 percent of total 

deliveries) living in eight besieged and hard-to-

reach locations in Rural Damascus and Homs 

governorates received life-saving food assistance as 

well as nutrition supplies for children through inter-

agency convoys. One of the locations that was 

reached was last accessed by WFP in 2012 (Kafr 

Batna sub-district), while others were previously 

reached in mid-2015 (Al Houle and Bloudan). 

Enhanced access became available following a 

meeting of the International Syria Support Group 

(ISSG) and a nationwide cessation of hostilities that 
was implemented at the end of February.  

Challenges 

 Deliveries to Deir Ezzor and Ar-Raqqa governorates 

remained impossible due to the presence of ISIS, 

as well as to Al-Hasakeh governorate due to the 

closure of Nusaybin border crossing in northeast 

Syria. As a result, deliveries fell below planned 

levels of assisting 4 million people in March. 

 Reports from the ground in Al Hasakeh governorate 

indicate severe food shortages and price increases 

due to the continued closure of Nusaybin since 27 

December 2015 and the subsequent difficulties to 

import food into the governorate. The population is 
reportedly adopting extreme coping mechanisms. 

Story Worth Telling 

Seven months ago, Umm Hassan and her family were 

forced to leave their house and all their belongings 

behind, when ISIS took control of their village 

Qaryatein in Rural Homs. As the family sought refuge in 

Homs city, Umm Hassan’s husband went back to their 

house in Qaryatein once more to collect and save their 

most important belongings. Her husband was killed 

when trying to go back, leaving behind a pregnant 

Umm Hassan and two small children. Umm Hassan was 

about to collapse, as she did not know how to feed her 

children or how to pay the rent. Her neighbours then 

advised her to register her family at a local charity in 

order to receive assistance. After she did, Umm Hassan 

started receiving monthly WFP food assistance for her 

family and she was included in the Nutrition Support 

programme for Pregnant and Nursing Women, which 

enabled her to complement the food basket with fresh 

products like dairy and meat. “I am so grateful for the 

assistance, it feels like God intervened after everything 

that happened to me and my family. Through this 

assistance, most of my family’s food needs are secured 

and I can focus on taking care of my children”.  

 

 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

The violent conflict in Syria over the past five years has 

taken a devastating toll on the lives of the Syrian people 

and has created one of the largest humanitarian crises 

since World War II. More than half the country’s 

population has been displaced – 11 million people – and 

13.5 million people in Syria are in need of humanitarian 

assistance. Soaring food and fuel prices, stagnant 

salaries and the loss and disruption of livelihoods and 

arable lands have led to widespread food insecurity 

across the country, with 6.3 million people being acutely 

food insecure and a further 2.4 million people adopting 

extreme and irreversible coping strategies to meet their 

basic food needs. Prior to the conflict, Syria was on track 

to reach the 2015 Millennium Development Goals 

(MDG), but the human development gains have been 

dramatically reversed. Syria has fallen from 116 in 2011 

to 134 in 2015 amongst the 188 nations ranked in the 

Human Development Index (HDI). In response to the 

alarming situation, WFP has been providing life-saving 

food assistance and specialized nutrition support to the 

most vulnerable groups, e.g. women and children, in 

order to save lives and protect livelihoods. WFP’s 

activities adhere to the objectives of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG) by contributing directly to 

eradication of extreme hunger and poverty 

(SDG1/SDG2). WFP has been active in Syria since 1961. 

 

Contact info: wfp.damascus@wfp.org 

Country Director: Jakob Kern 

Further information: www.wfp.org/syria  
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