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This report is produced by the Resident Coordinator ’s Office in collaboration with humanitarian partne rs. It 
covers the period from 03 and 4 May 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 07 May 2012.  
 

HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• Flash floods on the Union of Comoros left 3 people dead and an estimated 150 injured. 
• 57,232 people are being affected (according to the UNDAC Assessment) and around 1,800 

household (14,400 people) are still displaced and being hosted by relatives or the community. 
• National Government and the humanitarian community (including the Red Crescent) are 

continuing to respond to the immediate needs of those affected. 
• On Anjouan Island, the most affected villages are Ngandzale, Salamani, Outsa, Ouzini, Vouani 

and Vassi, where about 75 per cent to 80 per cent of all cultivated land was destroyed. 
• On Moheli Island, most of those affected lost livestock and crops.  
• The water supply in the capital Moroni has still not been restored. Risk of cholera outbreaks due 

to lack of potable water and sewage services makes WASH a critical priority sector. 

 

II. Situation Overview  
 
Since 20 April 2012, the whole territory of the Union of 
Comoros has experienced continuous torrential rains,  
causing heavy floods as well as landslides and 
rockslides. The main regions affected on each island are 
as follows:  
 
• Grande-Comores: Bambao, Hambou and Mbadjini 

Est (east); 
• Anjouan:  Sima and Domoni;  
• Moheli:  Nioumachioi and Hoani. 
 
The UNDAC Team which deployed to Comoros to assist 
the UN Resident Coordinator, UNCT and the national 
Government has completed its rapid assessments. This 
assessment data is now being analyzed. Preliminary 
results show that at total of 57,232 people have been 
affected by the floods: 25,000 people on Anjouan; 
17,232 people on Grande Comoros and 15,000 people 
on Moheli. According to a Red Cross assessment 
undertaken on 3 May 2012, a total of 1,818 households 
1,800 families (14,000 people) are still displaced and 
are being hosted by relatives or community members. 
 
The national response is being led by the national Government, with the support of the private sector, civil 
society organizations, the Red Crescent and UN partners.  Several clusters have been activated, specifically 
Food Security, Health and Nutrition, WASH, NFIs, Education (including Protection) and Logistics (including 
telecommunication and security). UNICEF has also deployed two officers from its country Office in 
Madagascar to support the WASH and Health clusters.  
 
Partners are continuing to monitor water sources to prevent water-borne disease outbreaks. There is also 
serious risk of cholera outbreaks, which has been previously endemic in Comoros, due to water shortages 
and poor sanitation particularly on Great Comoros.  Food security is another sector that will require attention 
in the coming weeks in order to ensure that those affected do not encounter major problems; this sector 

Map Sources: UNCS, Europa Technologies, DGPC. 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this 
map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United 
Nations. Map created on 1 May 2012.  
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requires close monitoring, in particularly on Anjouan and Great Comore. However, basic commodities are 
still available on local markets and their prices have so far remained stable.  
 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response  
 

 EDUCATION 
 
Needs : The Nioumachoi primary and secondary schools in Moheli have been inundated with mud. At the 
primary school only two out of nine classrooms are in use and 104 children cannot go to school. At the 
secondary school two out of ten classrooms are not in use.  In Mbati (Moheli), the local school is not easily 
accessible; therefore the preschool children are unable to attend.  In Anjouan, no schools were damaged.  
 
Response:  No response has been provided. The sector will soon meet to start implementing the action plan 
developed. 
 

 EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 
No update on SitRep #2 info.  
 

 FOOD ASSISTANCE AND NFI 
 
Needs:  The affected people currently being hosted by relatives and community members need to be 
provided with NFIs, and following the multi-sectoral assessment, food distribution needs to resume. 
 
Response:  The Comoran Red Crescent, in collaboration with the Platform for Regional Intervention in the 
Indian Ocean (PIROI) is expecting the arrival of 8,000 mosquito nets and other NFIs between 5 May and 7 
May, which will be distributed throughout the islands of Anjouan, Moheli and Grande Comoros. This will be 
done in consultation with UNICEF, in order to avoid duplication. 
 
Gaps & Constraints:   none reported 
 

 FOOD SECURITY 
 
Needs: In the most affected regions, 70 per cent of the major food crops, which had almost reached 
maturity, were severely damaged. These crops include cassava, sweet potato, taro, banana, and other fruits 
and vegetables. Other crops such as cash crops (cloves, pepper, ylang-ylang) were also affected. On 
Anjouan Island, the most affected villages are Ngandzale, Salamani, Outsa, Ouzini, Vouani and Vassi, where 
about 75 per cent to 80 per cent of the crops on cultivated land was destroyed. The villages of Ngandzale, 
Salamani, Outsa and Ouzini also suffered heavy losses of livestock:  70 per cent of cattle; 10 per cent of 
goats; and 10 per cent of sheep. 
 

On Moheli, most affected people lost their livestock and crops as well as access to their fields which have 
covered with large deposits of rocks. Crops affected are banana and cassava, coconut palm and rice. Most 
affected villages named food security as their number one priority. When asked whether new planting could 
be undertaken in the next month to bolster agriculture, most villagers noted bananas could be cultivated as it 
was the right season. Some villages also reported veterinarian diseases, like skin rash and conjunctivitis, 
affecting their animals.  
 
Response: Local Government had distributed 20 tons of food to 4,500 people in the most affected regions. 
WFP is transporting 25 tons of high energy biscuits from stocks in Dubai, which will be distributed to 
temporary displaced people (due in-country, 8 May). 
   
Gaps & Constraints:  For the next few months, food security on Anjouan needs to be monitored. 
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 HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
 
Needs:  UNFPA has visited the District Health Centre in Mitsoudje (in Great Comore) to assess the damage. 
The hospital evacuated all in-patients during the floods. The maternity ward is seriously damaged and 
equipment has been water-damaged.  According to records, 885 pregnant mothers are expected to give birth 
within the next three months, highlighting the importance of resuming health services in the affected regions.  
 
The Health and Nutrition cluster has confirmed that on  Anjouan,  sanitation should be considered a priority 
in the most affected villages of Ngazale, Outsa, Ouzini, Salamani, Vouani and  Vassi, which has a total 
population of  16,047 people, including 1,155 children under 5 years of age, 320 expecting mothers and 289 
senior citizens. In the immediate future the cluster intends to provide equipment and essential medicines.  It 
is also necessary to ensure that all women have access to appropriate reproductive health care. 
 
Response:  The Health cluster will launch information campaigns to raise awareness among people about 
water treatment, strengthen epidemiological surveillance, use of treated net and support continuity of care for 

pregnant women in the affected areas. The cluster also will continue to provide health of care for children, 
pregnant women and elderly and monitor the nutrition of children under 5 years of age.  
 
On Moheli, most village latrines (where available) had either been damaged or flooded, which has created 
sanitation problems. Health posts that were operating before the floods are still functioning.  
 
Gaps & Constraints:  Lack of qualified health personnel in the district of Mitsoudje and the absence of 
vulnerability and risk mapping. 

 LOGISTICS   
On Anjouan, the road network is very poor and has been made virtually inaccessible by landslides. Road 
maintenance is required. On Moheli, in Bandar Salam village, one road was heavily damaged due to 
flooding. Many villages requested the channelling of water and dikes to avoid river and sea flooding. There 
had been limited maintenance of decades-old infrastructure. 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE  
 
Needs:  On Anjouan, water supply in six villages is damaged. Pipes and water inlet were washed away by 
the floods. Most of the population now use rivers and streams for water. The local population in the affected 
villages do not have access to clean water, which worsens hygiene and sanitation conditions, compounded 
by the seeping of underground water and collapsed latrines.  Hygiene campaign in all affected regions needs 
to be strengthened.  
 
Response:  The sector is strengthening communication campaigns on safe drinking water in various villages 
where water is scarce, as well as urgently providing 1200 WASH kits, in collaboration with the Red Crescent 
and other partners. UNICEF is also is planning to call back its programme officer in WASH to assess the 
rehabilitation of water system in Great Comoros, which has been damaged by the floods. The required 
rehabilitation will cost 80 000 000 Franc Comoros (US$ 215,000). 
 
The Comoron Red Crescent is also expecting a shipment of hygiene kits Mayotte which also be distributed in 
Anjouan, Moheli and Great Comoros. 
 
Gaps & Constraints:  Increased risk of deteroirating hygiene and sanitation.  
 
 
 

IV. Coordination  
 
Daily meetings of all humanitarian actors and clusters are held at the NDMA offices to ensure synergy 
among humanitarian actors. OCHA ROSA has deployed an Information Management Officer on 04 May to 
provide technical guidance on Information Management to both UNCT and COSEP.  WFP Headquarters 
also deployed one logistics expert and two additonal staff from Madagascar, expected to arrive next week. 
UNICEF also deployed staff from Madagascar to support the coordination of WASH sector and Health sector 
with WHO. 
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V. Funding  
 
The UNCT and partners are preparing a CERF application which will cover the immediate needs of the 
affected population on the three islands. On 4 May, the Comoros Red Crescent launched a DREF of 
$871,459.69 to bolster the response to the emergency. 
  
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail to: fts@un.org. 
 
 

VI. Contact  
 
Please contact: 
 
Comoros 
Mr Douglas Casson Coutts, UN Resident Coordinator in Comoros 
Email: douglas.coutts@one.un.org, Tel: +269 773 1025; +269 343 8493 
 
Johannesburg, South Africa  
Mr Francis Battal, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA ROSA 
Email: battal@un.org, Tel: +27 82 904 6127 
 
Johannesburg, South Africa:  
Ms. Noroarisoa Rakotomalala, Regional Disaster Response Advisor, OCHA ROSA 
Email: rakotomalala@un.org, Tel: +27 82 908 1423; +269 344 3957 (Comoros phone) 
 
Johannesburg, South Africa:  
Mr. Narciso Rosa-Berlanga, Desk Officer for Comoros, OCHA ROSA 
Email: rosa-berlanga@un.org, Tel: +27 82 908 1424 
 
 
 

 


