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KEY HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
- New mass displacements along the Pacífic region: More than 100 people were displaced during the period 

of review in Nariño, Chocó and Cauca Departments, due to threats and forced disappearances. The 
intensification of violence against civilians in the region, in particular by post-demobilization armed groups, is 
of concern. The Attorney General has initiated administrative investigations against 126 civil servants (at the 
local and national levels) for not providing effective and timely assistance to IDPs. 

- Indigenous people, land restitution leaders and teachers continue to be targeted by armed groups: 
Recent events evidence the urgent need to strengthen protection measures for these particularly vulnerable 
groups. During the period under review, indigenous people were killed in six departments. UNHCR urged for 
increased awareness on the situation of indigenous communities at-risk of extinction and for more effective 
protection measures 

- Second rainy season 2011: Heavy rains hit the Caribbean, Pacific and Andean regions: According to the 
National System for Disasters Prevention and Assistance (SNPAD), 397,000 persons were affected between 1 
September and 16 November 2011. In just November, 100,000 people lost their homes and their belongings.  
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edio Baudó, Chocó 
ince 8 November, nearly 110 indigenous 
eople have been forced to displace in the rural 
rea of the municipality following the forced 
isappearance of two men by alleged members 
f a post-demobilization group.  ICRC is 
roviding humanitarian aid.  According to 
CHA monitoring, this is the third mass 
isplacement event recorded in the Baudó 
egion during 2011. Increasing armed activities 

and intense rainy season is affecting 
humanitarian access in Chocó department.  
El Charco, Nariño 
According to UNHCR and the Departamento 
Administrativo de Prosperidad Social, DAPS 
(previously Acción Social), at least 3 families 
(15 people) from rural El Charco arrived in the 
town of Buenaventura (Valle del Cauca) on 14 
November. IDPs fled after five people were 
disappeared by an alleged post-demobilization 
armed group. The local Ombudsman in El 
Charco is monitoring the situation in the area of 
expulsion. IDPs are receiving shelter among 
relatives and friends in Buenaventura. An 
estimated 1,300 people have displaced within 
El Charco during 2011, posing immense 
challenges for a Municipality with a limited 
response capacity. 
 
Barbacoas, Nariño 
According to the local indigenous organization, 
UNIPA, at least 30 people were displaced in 
one of the Awá indigenous reservations, 
following the killing of two men and threats 
against their families on 1 November. The 
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FARC is the alleged perpetrator of the 
displacement. More families are expected to 
arrive in the coming days according to 
UNIPA’s press release. ICRC is providing 
humanitarian aid. The Ombudsman’s Office 
and the Permanent Humanitarian Mission in 
the Awá Indigenous Territory (made up of 
members of Nariño’s local humanitarian team) 
are monitoring the situation and providing 
protection by presence. UNHCR issued a press 
release noting the critical situation of 
indigenous people, in particular Awá people 
(see next section). 
 
Caloto, Cauca 
Following the displacement and later return of 
more than 300 people in the rural areas of El 
Vergel and El Pedregal (8-11 November, see 
previous Humanitarian Bulletin), 10 families 
belonging to the same communities were 
displaced again on 15 November. According to 
local indigenous authorities, threats against 
these communities persist.  
 
Hostilities and attacks against civilian 
infrastructure continue in the municipalities of 
northern Cauca Department (see Humanitarian 
Bulletin, issues 24 - 27). Heavy rains are 
worsening the already critical situation of 
civilians. On 14 November, the FARC attacked 
the urban seat of Corinto, severely damaging 
civilian homes and public infrastructure. In 
Toribio, six civilians (including the local mayor) 
and three policemen were injured in the urban 
seat, following an attack by the FARC on 12 
November. Also in Toribío, 10 families were 
affected by landslides within an indigenous 
reservation. 
 

Follow-up to previously reported displacement 
in Tierralta, Córdoba 
More than 30 IDPs remain in the urban seat of 
the Municipality since 18 October. On 10 
November, the Instituto Colombiano de 
Bienestar Familiar (ICBF) carried out a 
nutritional assessment. ICBF detected 
respiratory and diarrheic diseases among IDPs 
(children and pregnant women). Although only 
one malnutrition case was detected, food and 
nutrition are among the most urgent needs. 
Gaps in WASH, NFI, Emergency Education 
and Health were also found. 
 
During a follow-up session to Court Order 
T025 of 2009 (regarding serious gaps in IDP’s 
assistance) the Attorney General noted that, 
“the current situation of IDPs configure the 
major humanitarian crisis of our history, 
triggered by mass violations of human rights 
and infractions of IHL”.  
 
Land restitution leaders and teachers 
continue to be targeted by armed 
groups 
 
Recent events evidence the urgent need to 
strengthen protection measures for these 
particularly vulnerable groups. During the period 
under review, indigenous people were killed in six 
departments. UNHCR urged for increased 
awareness on the situation of indigenous 
communities at-risk of extinction and for more 
effective protection measures 
 
Antioquia 
An Embera indigenous leader was killed on 14 
November in Dabeiba Municipality. According 
to DAPS, the indigenous community is at high 
risk of displacement. According to UNHCR 
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(press release, 17 November) 19 indigenous 
people were killed in the department during 
2011.  In the same release, UNHCR reported 
serious access constraints for a Zenú 
indigenous community in Zaragoza 
municipality.  
 
Also in Antioquia Department, a leader of land 
restitution in Urabá region was killed in 
Necoclí Municipality on 16 November. In the 
last ten years, at least 10 land claimants were 
killed in the Urabá region. While the 
implementation of a national land restitution 
program advances, protection measures for 
victims remain a challenge.  
 
Córdoba 
An indigenous leader was killed in rural 
Montelíbano on 9 November. In the same area, 
more than 200 people were displaced in early 
October (see Humanitarian Bulletin issues 25-
27). The local teachers association denounced 
threats against 20 teachers in rural schools 
along the Department. Reportedly, 125 cases 
were recorded just in 2011. In Córdoba 
department, more than 480 were killed in 2011, 
according to official sources.  
 
Nariño 
Following the recent killings and threats 
against the Awá people in Barbacoas 
municipality (see previous section), UNHCR 
noted that during 2011, three Awá youth were 
forcibly disappeared, four leaders were 
threatened, eight killed or maimed in APM 
accidents and more than a thousand displaced. 
The local Ombudsman of Tumaco Municipality 
expressed his concern regarding increasing 
threats against ethnic minority group 
authorities, and social and political leaders.  

Cauca 
Due to impending risks faced by indigenous 
communities in northern Cauca Department 
due to the action of non-state armed groups in 
their territories, the Inter-American 
Commission for Human Rights (IACHR) 
granted precautionary measures to the Nasa 
communities in Toribío and Jambaló 
Municipalities. In Planadas Municipality 
(Tolima), two indigenous people were killed by 
a landmine. 
 
Second rainy season 2011: Heavy rains 
hit the Caribbean, Pacific and Andean 
regions 
 
According to the National System for Disasters 
Prevention and Assistance (SNPAD), 397,000 
persons were affected between 1 September and 16 
November 2011. In just November, 100,000 people 
lost their homes and their belongings.  
 
The departments of the Caribbean coast (Cesar, 
Sucre, Magdalena, Atlántico and La Guaira) are 
the most affected, followed by Chocó 
department and the Pacific coast, where 
complex emergency events have also been 
reported. Access to the affected people is of 
concern. In Norte de Santander, Santander and 
Arauca departments, serious damages in 
infrastructure hamper access to rural areas. 
Accurate information on the number of people 
affected is a major gap, particularly in the 
Pacific region. In some Municipalities, local 
committees for disasters´ prevention and 
assistance (CLOPAD) have not yet been 
activated which limits the availability of 
updated information and thus effective 
response. 
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The new Unidad Administrativa Nacional de 
Gestión de Desastres was created on 3 
November. The Unit will replace the former 
Dirección de Gestión de Riesgos (DGR) and 
now reports directly to the Presidency. Its main 
function is to coordinate the National System 
for Disasters Prevention and Assistance. On 12 
of November, the GoC activated the Sala de 
Crisis, an inter-governmental space created 
with the objective of coordinating information 
management for the current emergency. 
 
In view of the lack of information, Local 
Humanitarian Teams in Chocó, Antioquia and 
Norte de Santander Department are scheduling 
rapid needs assessment missions, in order to 
prepare Gaps Analysis Profiles for 
municipalities suffering from double 
affectation.  To see Gaps Analysis Profiles, see 
the Humanitarian Situation Room webpage. 
 
The GoC has mobilized approximately USD 
$11 million to provide humanitarian assistance 
and $48 million for mobile health units, 
machinery and minor repairs and mitigation 
infrastructure. The UN System officially 
launched its joint programme to cover major 
gaps in humanitarian assistance to respond to 
the past 2010-2011 floods emergency along the 
Pacific coast. 
 


