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WFP Assistance 

 Reintegration of 
persons affected by 

the conflict in 

Colombia 

 

PRRO 200708 

(Jul 2015 – Jun 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

 62.9 m 
25.9m 

(41%) 

0.8 m  
(9%) 

*October 2016 – March 2017 

WFP's strategy in Colombia complements the 

government's peacebuilding efforts and aims to build 

government capacity by strengthening social 

programmes, which will improve the food and nutrition 

security of conflict-affected populations. Based on lessons 

learned and in consultation with the Government, donors 

and other partners, WFP is reorienting its strategy in 

Colombia through a strategic review process. Important 

shifts include the transition from humanitarian assistance 

to longer-term solutions for recovery. Thematic priorities 

include resilience-building, capacity strengthening, 

gender and nutrition sensitive programming with a focus 

on dispersed rural areas and vulnerable and marginalized 

ethnic groups.  

 
As of today, WFP has adopted innovative approaches to 

assist displaced, confined and returnee populations and 

supports small farmers by providing vulnerable 

populations with e-vouchers that are redeemed at 

farmers’ associations. Thus, WFP promotes the 

consumption of fresh nutritious foods and creates market 

opportunities for smallholder farmers. Additionally, 

through asset creation activities and trainings, WFP 

strengthens the resilience of communities affected by 

conflict and natural disasters. The Government is 

particularly supportive of this new approach, which is 

aligned with its post-conflict strategy. 

WFP and partners conduct trainings on gender equality 

(including women's and girl’s rights, sexual and 

reproductive health, shared domestic responsibilities and 

violence against women) in addition to mainstreaming 

gender in all activities. Actions such as organizing food 

distributions closer to targeted communities and 

minimizing waiting time resulted in a higher participation 

of women. WFP activities seek to promote the leadership 

of women and their greater participation in oversight and 

accountability committees, in order to strengthen their 

decision- making in project design and implementation.  

Strengthening 

Government 

Capacities to 

improve FSN  

 
MDTF 200781 

Strengthening the 

PRRO 

(Jan 2015 –Dec 

2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received  

(in USD) 

 

1.9 m 1.9 m 

 

WFP established a committee with government 

partners to coordinate the implementation of the 

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) and 

guarantee the complementarity of actions and ensure 

the flow of information. A multi-donor trust fund 

(MDTF) has been set up to align with the government’s 

social programmes, with the aim of strengthening their 

capacities through a wide range of food assistance 

tools. The MDTF complements WFP's PRRO and 

effectively contributes to the implementation of WFP's 

strategy in Colombia. 

 
WFP started to develop the National Study on Food 

Security and Nutrition in Indigenous Communities 

(ENSANI). This study is carried out with the Colombian 

Institute for Family Welfare (ICBF), the National 

Department of Statistics (DANE) and the National 

Institute of Health (INS). The trust fund covers the 

second stage of the study. During the first stage 

(2015), information was gathered from four indigenous 

groups located in Arauca, Meta and Guaviare 

provinces. In the current phase, information will be 

collected among four additional groups, in the Caquetá 

and Putumayo provinces. 

 

 

Highlights 

 On September 26 the Colombian Government and 

the FARC signed a peace agreement, which will be 

submitted to a plebiscite to be held on October 2, 

endorsed by the Constitutional Court.  

 

 To make the vote's result binding, the winning side 

would need a majority of ballots cast and support 

totaling at least 13 percent of the country's 33 

million eligible voters. 
 

Credit: WFP/ Marcela Capera 

Caption: Wayuu indigenous communities severely affected by a prolonged 

drought are receiving commodity vouchers in La Guajira province. 
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In Numbers 

6 m people displaced  

600,000 people in need of food assistance 

 49% 51% 101,872  

People Assisted 
September 2016 



WFP Colombia Country Brief 
September 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Donors 
USA, Switzerland, Canada, Germany, Private Donors 
 
 

 

Operational Updates 

 

 Following the United Nations Security Council’s 

unanimous support to the UN Mission in Colombia, 

the mission begun deployment, with a group of more 

than 200 unarmed observers that will support 

logistical preparation in the 26 areas where the laying 

down of arms and the beginning of a transition to 

civilian life would take place. WFP is preparing to 

engage with the Government in the implementation of 

the first point of the peace agreement, which focuses 

on promoting rural development and fighting against 

hunger. 

 

 Currently, WFP works in 5 regions where transit areas 

for FARC guerrilla demobilization will be located. It is 

also working, through its PRRO, in 68 municipalities, 

out of the 144 municipalities that have been 

prioritized by the Government under its rapid 

response strategy. In support of ongoing peace 

building efforts, WFP has participated in preparation 

meetings, in coordination with other UN agencies at 

regional and local levels. 

 

 Colombia CO is working on the new Country Strategy 

Plan (CSP 2017-2021), which is constructed on the 

premise that supporting the Government of Colombia 

to achieve SDG 2, will lead to a more inclusive and 

long-lasting peace. The peace agreement highlights 

the importance of food security and rural 

development.  WFP´s strategy is aligning with 

emerging Government priorities, moving from 

humanitarian relief assistance, to recovery, 

development, and supporting peace building. Initial 

consultations on the CSP with the Colombian 

Government have also taken place. 

 

 WFP Colombia is backing initiatives that support 

women’s networks in order to promote gender 

awareness and foster women’s participation in peace-

building activities in four provinces. In Choco 

Province, 200 afro-colombian and indigenous women 

participated in a training course aimed at 

strengthening the capacities of women leaders in 

building a regional peace agenda, with a view to 

contributing to the national road map for peace 

required by the post-agreement. Topics of the course 

included peacebuilding with a gender perspective, 

interethnic relations and development, reconciliation 

and access to justice.  
 

Challenges 

 
 Polls have shown a solid but not overwhelming 

majority of Colombians supporting the peace talks, 

and strongly opposing key elements like alternative 

punishments for human rights abusers, or allowing 

former guerrillas to participate in politics.  If the 

voters do not to ratify the peace deal, the country 

might face huge uncertainty over the future of peace; 

President Santos has said that there is "no Plan B" for 
ending the conflict.    

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Contact info: Adriana Bello (Adriana.Bello@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Deborah Hines 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/colombia  

Chronic malnutrition: 13.2% of 

children aged 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

91 out of 188 

Income Level:  
Upper middle-income 

Population: 48,600,000 

With a Gini index of 0.05, Colombia ranks 19th among the 
world's most unequal countries. Despite the 
government's social investments, many regions, 

particularly rural areas, still suffer from high poverty, 
inadequate service delivery and few economic 
opportunities. Colombia is ranked 92nd out of 186 
countries in terms of gender inequality. Colombia’s 
population suffers from chronic malnutrition and 
anaemia, as well as obesity and over-nutrition.  

The fifty-year old armed conflict has affected 7 million 
people and displaced 6.8 million. In 2014, the 
Government registered 400,000 internally displaced 

persons (IDPs). The conflict disproportionately affects 
vulnerable ethnic minorities. Over 95 percent of IDPs are 
food insecure compared to the national average of 43 
percent. In 2015, an additional 1.2 million people were 
affected by natural disasters. 

WFP’s presence in Colombia is a result of the instability 
associated with the conflict and gaps in coverage within 
the Government’s assistance programmes. The 
Government requested WFP’s continued support to assist 

through a two-pronged strategy: (i) relief and recovery 
support to the populations affected by the conflict that is 
expected to end in 2016, as a result of the ongoing 
peace process; and (ii) capacity development and 
technical assistance in food and nutrition security. 

The signing of a final peace agreement means that the 
armed conflict between the Government and the 
country’s largest guerrilla group, FARC, may come to an 

end. This will allow the affected populations to return to 
normal life and facilitate the provision of WFP assistance. 
WFP is well positioned to respond to the emerging needs 
and complement government’s efforts, in close 
coordination with the UN system.  

WFP has been present in Colombia since 1969. 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/colombia

