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WFP Assistance 

 Reintegration of 
persons affected by 

the conflict in 

Colombia 

 

PRRO 200708 

(Jul 2015 – Jun 

2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

 61.2 m 
25.6m 

(42%) 

300,000 
(3%) 

* June 2016 – November 2016 

WFP's strategy in Colombia complements the 

government's peacebuilding efforts and aims to build 

government capacity by strengthening their social 

programmes to improve the food and nutrition 

security of conflict-affected populations. Based on the 

lessons learned and in consultation with the 

Government, donors and other partners, WFP is 

reorienting its strategy from humanitarian relief to 

longer term recovery, resilience-building and capacity 

strengthening with a differentiated approach. 

 

WFP established a committee with government 

partners to coordinate Protracted Relief and Recovery 

Operation (PRRO) implementation, guarantee the 

complementarity of actions and ensure the flow of 

information. A multi-donor trust fund (MDTF) has been 

set up to work with government’s social programmes 

in a coherent manner, for strengthening their 

capacities through a wide range of food assistance 

tools. The MDTF complements WFP's PRRO 

intervention and effectively contributes to the 

implementation of WFP's strategy in Colombia. 

 

WFP has adopted an innovative approach to assist 

displaced, confined and returnee populations. The 

Country Office supports small farmers by providing 

vulnerable populations with e-vouchers that are 

redeemed at farmers’ associations. WFP thus 

promotes the consumption of fresh nutritious foods 

and creates market opportunities for smallholder 

farmers. Additionally, through asset creation activities 

and trainings, WFP strengthens the resilience of 

communities affected by conflict and natural disasters. 

The Government is particularly interested in this 

approach, which complements its post-conflict 
strategy. 

WFP's partners conduct trainings on gender equality 

(including women's and girls' rights, sexual and 

reproductive health, shared domestic responsibilities 

and violence against women) in addition to 

mainstreaming gender in all activities. Actions such as 

organizing food distributions closer to the targeted 

communities and minimizing waiting time, resulted in 

higher participation of women. WFP activities seek to 

promote the leadership of women and their greater 

participation in oversight and accountability 

committees, in order to strengthen their decision 

making role in project implementation. Organizational 

strengthening workshops are conducted to reinforce the 

capacity of women. 

 

Strengthening 
Government Capacities 

to improve FSN  

 

MDTF 200781 

(Jan 2015 – Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received  

(in USD) 

 

1.2 m 1.2 m 

 

Currently there are two ongoing Trust Funds with 

government counterparts, the Colombian Institute for 

Family Welfare (ICBF) and Department of Social 

Prosperity (PS), which complement PRRO activities.  

In Numbers 
6,000,000   people displaced  

 

600,000 people in need of food assistance 

 

84,684  people assisted in May 2016 

 

Highlights 

 WFP Colombia launched the first multi-purpose cash 

based transfer project in the region to benefit 

women that suffered gender-based violence.  

Training activities on nutrition started with 60 

women in Medellin. 

 WFP will assist women and their children in order to 

end the cycle of violence and food insecurity through 

their re-integration into society via sustainable 

income-generating activities. 

 WFP Colombia response is in line with the UN 

Secretary-General’s UNiTE Campaign to End Violence 

against Women, WFP Colombia country strategy and 

the corporate 2015-2020 Gender Policy. 
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Credit: © WFP/ Mike Bloem 
Caption: School feeding project  
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Operational Updates 

 

 Despite the significant progress made in the 

peace process, the conflict in Colombia continues 

to affect vulnerable populations. In coordination 

with the National Unit for Victim’s Assistance 

(UARIV), WFP assisted 6, 725 people in the Chocó 

province, who were affected by clashes between 

illegal armed groups and the government forces.  

 

 Under the Innovation Accelerator NutriFami 

project, WFP Colombia has established a 

partnership with students from the Center for 

Digital Technology & Management (CDTM) in 

Munich to develop a platform. Among other 

preparation activities, NutriFami team gathered 

information in the field to establish profiles of the 

people assisted (educational level, identify their 

prior experience with information technologies) 

and test preliminary user-friendly interfaces.  

 

 In the framework of the ongoing agreement with 

the Colombian Institute for Family Welfare 

(ICBF), bienestarina (fortified food) was provided 

to more than 13,300 children, 10,900 of which 

are participating in school feeding activities.  

 

 The Department of Social Prosperity (PS), one of 

WFP’s government counterparts, supported food 

distribution activities through the delivery of non-

food items. In La Guajira province, 230 

agricultural kits were delivered to 740 families 

involved in food production activities, mainly 

community gardens for both own consumption 

and sale of surpluses.    
 

Challenges 
 

 Increased violence by armed actors not involved 

in the peace process presents a challenge for 

WFP operations. The “Usuga Clan”, once part of a 

paramilitary group, has displaced more than 

4,000 people over the last months. In Norte de 

Santander province bordering Venezuela, violence 

caused by these actors affects WFP operations in 

eight municipalities of the Catatumbo region. 

 
Special Preparedness Activity 
 

 WFP launched a Special Preparedness Activity to 

enhance the government’s capacity in assessing 

Food Security and Nutrition (FSN) needs in the 

areas affected by El Niño, and support institutions 

in creation of Early Warning Systems. Training 

sessions were held in four provinces, where WFP 

conducted emergency needs assessments. WFP 

also conducted climate trends analysis, looking 

specifically at rainfall patterns in the dry areas of 

these provinces. WFP is developing guidelines to 

create early warning systems at community and 

institutional level. A guideline is also being 

developed to incorporate a FSN approach into 
municipal and provincial contingency planning.  

Country Background & Strategy 

 

 

Contact info: Adriana Bello (Adriana.Bello@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Deborah Hines 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/colombia  

Chronic malnutrition: 13.2% of 

children aged 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

91 out of 188 

Income Level:  
Upper middle-income 

Population: 48,600,000 

With a Gini index of 0.05, Colombia ranks 19th among the 
world's most unequal countries. Despite the 

government's social investments, many regions, 
particularly rural areas, still suffer from high poverty, 
inadequate service delivery and few economic 
opportunities. Colombia is ranked 92 out of 186 countries 

in gender inequality. Colombia’s population suffers from 
chronic malnutrition and anaemia as well as obesity and 
over-nutrition.  

The fifty-year old armed conflict has affected 7 million 
people and displaced 6 million. In 2014, the Government 
registered 400,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs). 
The conflict disproportionately affects vulnerable ethnic 
minorities. Over 95 percent of IDPs are food insecure 

compared to the 43 percent national average. In 2015, 
an additional 1.2 million people were affected by natural 
disasters. 

WFP’s presence in Colombia is a result of the instability 

associated with the conflict and gaps in coverage within 
the Government’s assistance programmes. The 
Government requested WFP’s continued support to assist 
through a two-pronged strategy: (i) relief and recovery 
support to the populations affected by the conflict that is 

expected to end in 2016, as a result of the ongoing peace 
process; and (ii) capacity development and technical 
assistance in food and nutrition security. 

The Colombian Government and the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) could not meet the deadline of 
23 March for signing the peace agreement, as they failed 
to agree on key issues, such as reintegration and security 
of the disarmed fighters, as they move from an insurgent 
army to a political organization. The parties reiterated 

they will make all possible efforts to reach a final 
agreement in 2016. WFP is well positioned to respond to 
the emerging needs and complement government’s 
efforts, in close coordination with the UN system.  

WFP has been present in Colombia since 1969. 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/colombia

