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Average to good harvests, with slight delays 
KEY MESSAGES 
 
• In line with seasonal trends, acute food insecurity is at its 

lowest level of the year. 
 
• Though delayed by a few weeks in certain surplus-

production areas, in general, July-December harvests are 
expected to be average to good. 

 
• In Vakaga, the Ouandja River broke its banks in August, 

causing damage to rainfed crops along the river. More 
information is needed to understand the food security 
impacts.  
 

• The seasonal upsurge in civil insecurity poses both a current 
and a potential future threat to livelihoods (IPC 2.0 Phase 2), 
particularly in the southeast due to the presence of the 
Lord's Resistance Army (LRA). 

 
AREA 

 
CURRENT ANOMALIES 

 
PROJECTED ANOMALIES 

Vakaga 
 

• The Ouandja River overflowed its banks in August 
and the floodwaters did not begin to recede until 
the end of November, later than usual. The 
above-normal levels of flooding caused more 
damage than usual to fields planted in rainfed 
crops.  

• There could be a delay in the planting of off-
season crops, though good water availability 
would likely extend the growing season. 

Upper 
Ubangi 
 

• The new upsurge in civil insecurity due to the 
presence of elements of the LRA could be slightly 
more severe than usual. 

• Attacks by elements of the LRA will peak 
sometime between February and June, in line with 
normal seasonal trends. 

 
PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH MARCH 2013 
 
Pending release of the 2012/13 national harvest assessment in December, satellite imagery and qualitative ground data 
suggest that the 2012 rainy season got off to a late start in the south, mainly between March and April/May, particularly in 
the Bangui area and along the country’s southeastern border. However, in general, rainfall levels for the peak rainy period 
(May through September) were above-average. This pattern of rainfall produced generally average to good harvests but 
delayed harvests in certain high-production areas. Ensuing flooding problems curtailed market access longer than usual. 
These trends could explain anecdotal reports of tighter than usual supplies on certain rural markets in November.  
 
In general, the civil security situation in the Central African Republic has improved over the past year. The People’s Army for 
the Restoration of Democracy (APRD), the largest rebel group in the country, was dissolved in May of this year. In addition, 
the Convention of Patriots for Justice and Peace (CPJP) and the Union of Democratic Forces for Unity (UFDR) signed a cease-
fire to give local populations access to humanitarian aid, particularly in the northeast. The most severe civil security threats 

Figure 1. Current 2012 (left) and projected food 
security outcomes for January – March 2013 (right) 

  
Maximum estimated food insecurity levels in major areas 
of concern based on the IPC 2.0 Acute Food Insecurity 
Reference Table: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phase 1: Minimal 
Phase 2: Stressed 
Phase 3 +: Crisis or higher 

Source: FEWS NET 
These maps depict acute food insecurity outcomes in major areas 
of concern used to inform decision-making and, thus, do not 
necessarily reflect country-level or chronic food insecurity 
outcomes. For more information, visit: 
http://www.fews.net/ml/en/info/pages/scale.aspx. 

http://www.fews.net/Pages/remote-monitoring.aspx?l=fr
http://earlywarning.usgs.gov:8080/EWX/index.html
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/fews/AFR_CLIM/seasonal_west_pnorm_20120501_20120930.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/fews/AFR_CLIM/seasonal_west_pnorm_20120501_20120930.gif
http://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/giews-country-brief-central-african-republic-20-august-2012
http://www.ipcinfo.org/
http://www.fews.net/ml/en/info/pages/scale.aspx
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Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 
 

are currently in the southeast, in areas infiltrated by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). A report by Invisible Children and 
Resolve suggests a shift in the focus of LRA attacks from abductions of children and youths for forced conscription into the 
army to temporary abductions of adults to carry loads of looted goods. More information is needed to determine whether 
recent trends in the last two months are indicative of a major change in the security situation in this area and, if so, 
whether it will have any meaningful impact on sources of food and income for a statistically significant group (>20 percent) 
of households in this area for the 2012/13 consumption year.  
 
In some cases, such incidents will temporarily disrupt markets. The magnitude of their medium-term effects is unclear. 
Since civil insecurity levels appear to peak between February and June, attacks are expected to increase during that period. 
Security threats may affect the planting of crops in certain local areas. 
 
Medium-range forecasts with respect to the start of the rainy season in March-April-May show no major anomalies 
(ECMWF, IRI). Thus, FEWS NET is assuming the 2013 rainy season will get off to an average start somewhere within this 
range. 
 
Vakaga 
Ground reports show considerable flood damage to rainfed crops along the banks of the Ouandja River in August. According 
to these reports, distributions of food and non-food aid were made to flood-stricken households by the World Food 
Program (PAM) and the ICRC to meet their immediate needs. More information is needed on the volume of crop 
production along the banks of the Ouandja River compared with regional output in general and on the area’s past and 
current capacity to take advantage of the water surplus for market gardening activities and the growing of flood-recession 
crops to better understand the flood’s future food security impacts. The use of floodwaters to grow flood-recession or 
market garden crops is a common practice on the other side of the border, in Chad. 
 
STANDARD SEASONAL CALENDAR 

 

Jul Jul

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Peak rains, flooding

Maize, groundnut harvest-South

Rains start earlier in the South

Millet, rainfed rice harvest

Manioc harvest

Lean season-SouthLean season-North Sorghum, 
cotton harvest

Peak labor migration to mines

 

http://www.lracrisistracker.com/sites/default/files/reports/LRA%20Crisis%20Tracker%20Quarterly%20Security%20Brief%20%5BJuly%20-%20September%202012%5D.pdf
http://www.ecmwf.int/products/forecasts/d/charts/seasonal/forecast/seasonal_range_forecast/group_public/seasonal_charts_public_rain!2m%20temperature!1%20month!Africa!201107!tercile%20summary
http://portal.iri.columbia.edu/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=944&PageID=7868&mode=2&cached=false

