
Humanitarian Response Forum (HRF) 
 

 

Cambodia  
Humanitarian Response Forum (HRF) Situation Report No. 01 
(as of 30 September 2013)  

 
This report is produced by the Humanitarian Response Forum (HRF), a network of  United Nations (UN), non-government organizations 
(NGOs), and international organizations (IOs) engaged in on emergency preparedness, humanitarian and early recovery response in Cambodia. 
It covers the period from the 20

th
 to 30

th
 September 2013. The next report will be issued on or around the 6

th
 October. 

Highlights and key priorities 
 

 Ten provinces affected by floods and flash floods 
since the third week of September; 

 30 confirmed deaths, more than 81,000 households 
affected and more than 9,500 households 
evacuated to safe areas; 

 More than 67,500 houses, 513 schools and 283 
pagodas flooded; with roads, bridges and 
infrastructure damaged; 

 National Committee for Disaster Management 
(NCDM) and Provincial Committees for Disaster 
Management (PCDM) monitoring the situation and 
leading joint assessments with participation from 
HRF; 

 National and local authorities, Cambodia Red Cross 
(CRC) and NGOs providing immediate relief 
assistance to affected families evacuated to safe 
areas;  

 Assessments ongoing in several provinces to 
determine extent of floods’ impact and needs of the 
population. 
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Situation Overview 
Heavy rains since the third week of September have resulted in floods in at least 10 provinces throughout the 
north-west and along the Mekong River in central Cambodia.  Latest reports from the National Committee for 
Disaster Management (NCDM), the Cambodian Red Cross (CRC), local authorities, international and local NGOs 
as well as from the media indicate that flooding has affected Otdar Meanchey, Banteay Meanchey, Prey Vihear, 
Siem Reap, Stung Treng, Ratanakiri, Kratie, Kampong Cham, Prey Veng and Kandal.  

The extent of the floods varies widely among provinces. As the water moves downstream, it is possible that 
flooding spreads to southern provinces 

According to the Mekong River Commission (MRC)
1
 the river reached alarm levels in Stung Treng on 28 

September and in Kratie, Kampong Cham, Kandal and Prey Veng on 29 September.  

Typhoon Wutip is forecast to reach Viet Nam between 30 September and 1
st
 October and advance further into 

Laos, affecting the Mekong basin upstream of Cambodia. Its impact and potential for further flooding remains to be 

                                                      
 
1
 http://www.mrcmekong.org/ 
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determined, but is likely to cause an increase in water levels which will worsen the situation in already flooded 
areas. 

Heavy rains in both Viet Nam and Thailand and the subsequent overflow of water have also resulted in flash floods 
in some border provinces. 

Figure 1: Provinces affected by flooding 

 

According to latest NCDM figures, there were 30 confirmed deaths, including at least 16 children, with 
approximately 81,357 households (or approximately 374,242 people) affected, and more than 9,509 households 
(approximately 43,741 people) evacuated. More than 67,000 houses, 513 schools and 283 pagodas are 
waterlogged. The Provincial Committees on Disaster Management (PCDMs), the Cambodian Red Cross (CRC), 
and other NGOs are providing relief items to those affected.  

Latest information from NCDM shows the following:  
 
Table 1: Impact of flooding in Cambodia 

Province 
Affected 
Districts 

Affected 
Commune

s 

Affected 
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Affected 
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Evacu
ated 
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Preah Vihear 7 22 2,634 12,116 248 1,141 482             

Banteay 
Meanchey 6 9 4,308 19,817 1,591 7,319 2,395 3     14 2 2 

Siem Reap 4     0   0               

Otdar 
Meanchey 5 15   0   0 577   2         

Kampong 
Cham 13 72 25,880 119,048 3,179 14,623 23,880 15 18   187 144 9 

Kratie 5 39 18,552 85,339 621 2,857 18,552 2 4   88 59 1 

Steung Treng 5 29 8,935 41,101 1,276 5,870 7,110 2 1   22 17 1 

Prey Veng 12 57 12,907 59,372 269 1,237 10,307 2     165 48 7 

Kandal 6 25 4,609 21,201 36 166 4,248 1 1   37 13 5 

Ratanakiri 5 21 3,532 16,247 2,289 10,529     4         

Total 68 289 81,357 374,242 9,509 43,741 67,551 25 30 0 513 283 25 
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Figure 2: Impact of flooding in Cambodia 

 

 

Rice fields and other crops have been flooded and information is being collected on the extent of damage. Roads, 
bridges, public buildings and other infrastructures are flooded and in some cases destroyed. Access to some 
affected areas is difficult except by boat. Landmines shifted by flood waters present an additional threat. 

The PCDMs and local branches of CRC, as well as local and international NGOs have conducted initial 
assessments in some provinces like Stung Treng and Kampong Cham while others are planned or ongoing, as in 
Kratie province  

A joint assessment led by NCDM began on 30 September in Otdar Meanchey. The assessment team includes 
representatives from NCDM, HRF, WFP, Action Aid, UNICEF, FAO, and local organizations such as Community-
Based Integrated Development Organization (CIDO), RCEDO, Khmer Buddhist Association (KBA) and Children 
Development Association (CDA). The purpose of the joint mission is to assess the scale and severity of flooding in 
Otdar Meanchey; the short impact and long impact on local communities; the current and anticipated needs of 
those affected, (especially with regard to food security, livelihoods and markets, nutrition, water, sanitation and 
hygiene, health, shelter, education and protection) as well as to identify available support, gaps in assistance and 
how the gaps can be filled. The results of the assessment will then determine whether a more in-depth, sector 
specific assessment will be required further to the initial multi-sector rapid assessment.   

 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 
National and local authorities, the CRC and humanitarian partners are currently evaluating the situation in order to 
determine the needs of the affected population and whether these will be of a short or long term nature. 

Initial assessments have identified the needs of people evacuated to safe areas as most pressing, including food, 
shelter, access to safe water and sanitation, as well as health. The needs of other affected populations and 
vulnerable groups are currently being assessed and will become clearer over the next few days. 



  Cambodia Situation Report No. 01 | 4 
 

Humanitarian Response Forum (HRF)  

DISCLAIMER: This document is a compilation of information gathered from various sources, including 
relevant UN agencies, NCDM, CRC, INGOs and the media.  
 

While the school year is due to start at the beginning of October, it is likely that this will be delayed in some of the 
affected areas as more than 513 schools are currently flooded. 

PCDM, the CRC and NGOs have provided initial assistance such as food, hygiene kits and water kits, plastic 
sheeting, as well as education materials.  

 

General Coordination 
The National Committee for Disaster Management (NCDM) is the entity in charge of coordinating the assistance 
and response to disasters. NCDM members have visited several provinces and are leading the joint assessment in 
Otdar Meanchey. In addition, NCDM is closely monitoring the situation with PCDMs and providing technical support 
where required. 

Several PCDMs have already organized or are organizing coordination meetings with NGOs in the affected 
provinces, and some are participating in joint assessments.  

The HRF met on 25 and 27 September to discuss the situation and coordinate the response among partners. 
Another meeting is planned for 1 October when the results of ongoing assessments will be shared and 
organizations will discuss the gaps to be addressed in support of the national flood response.  

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Gianpietro Bordignon, WFP Country Director and HRF co-Chair, gianpietro.bordignon@wfp.org, Tel: +855 95 666781 

Caroline McCausland, ActionAid Country Director and HRF co-Chair, caroline.mccausland@actionaid.org , Tel: +855 12200341 

 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: moira.fratta@wfp.org and amr.osman@wfp.org  
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