
 

 
Credit: Para Hunzai/ WFP 
Caption: During the school year 2015/2016, WFP supported 

almost 300,000 pre-and primary school children in Cambodia; 

the programme will resume in November for the new 

2016/2017 school year.  

WFP’s School Feeding Programme (SFP) has been critical in 

supporting the Royal Government of Cambodia’s effort to 

ensure universal access to primary education and promote 

increased enrolment, retention and graduation from primary 

school. It allows underprivileged rural families in Cambodia to 

send their children to school to grow, thrive and complete the 

primary education cycle.   
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WFP Assistance 

 
Country Programme 

 

DEV 200202 

(June 2011 – Dec 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

191.5 m 
113 m  
(59%) 

N/A 

*November 2016 – April 2017 

WFP provides assistance to the most marginalised 

Cambodians living in food-insecure communities 

through the Country Programme (CP). The CP, 

launched in 2011, has been extended until December 

2018. The programme covers food and cash-based 

safety nets in the sectors of education, nutrition, asset 

creation and livelihood support. Food assistance is also 

provided in response to emergencies, when required.  

In 2015, WFP assisted 466,100 people in Cambodia. 

With a preceding record of assisting 840,000 people 

annually since 2011, WFP’s school feeding programme, 

including the school meals and scholarship programmes 

(cash or take-home rice entitlements granted as 

conditional transfers to pupils with at least 80 percent 

attendance), has supported universal access to primary 

education and promoted increased enrolment, retention 

and graduation. Building on this success, WFP is 

working with the Royal Government to establish a 

national school feeding programme by 2021.  

WFP’s nutrition programme aims to reduce malnutrition 

through improved young child feeding and public health 

measures such as rice fortification. Considering that 

Cambodia is one of the most disaster-prone countries in 

the region, WFP’s food-for-assets (FFA) programme 

aims to strengthen resilience and climate change 

adaptation amongst the most vulnerable communities.  

WFP’s ongoing projects are in line with the Zero Hunger 

Challenge, the United Nations Development Assistance 

Framework, the development goals of the Royal 

Government of Cambodia and the Sustainable 

Development Goals 2 and 17.  

 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 

 The new school year 2016/2017 will start 

officially on 01 November 2016.   

 

 

 

 

Credit: Para Hunzai/ WFP 
Caption: Children receive nutritious breakfasts every 
morning under the SFP throughout the school year. 
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In Numbers 

5,100 people in need of food assistance  

  (Food Assistance for Assets Project only) 

51% 49% 
People Assisted 
 

October 2016 

October 2016 
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 Donors 

USA, Japan, Cambodia, Germany, Australia, Private Sector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP in collaboration with FAO and the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) celebrated 

the 36th World Food Day under the theme ‘‘Climate is 

changing. Food and Agriculture must too.’’ The event 

was attended by the Deputy Prime Minister, the 

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and 500 

guests including farmers, diplomats and 

representatives from the private sector. The WFP 

Country Representative shared key remarks on WFP’s 

mission working in Cambodia as well as in the world to 

end hunger through the importance of partnership and 

collaboration with governments and development 

partners, including the private sector.  

 

 WFP Cambodia has finalised two outsourced 

acceptability studies with coated fortified rice involving 

women working in a garment factory and primary 

schoolchildren. These technical studies are a part of 

WFP Cambodia’s work to familiarise partners, 

stakeholders and communities with fortified rice as 

well as to further increase nutritional awareness in 

Cambodia. 

 

 WFP in collaboration with the Identification of Poor 

Households Programme (IDPoor) of the Ministry of 

Planning, will conduct workshops on integrating the 

IDPoor database into social protection systems and 

decision support systems/platforms. This is intended to 

institutionalise the IDPoor system while creating 

efficiencies and reducing the overall cost of 

government social protection programmes. This 

integration requires that the IDPoor database is 

connected to the Real-time Information System 

(PRISM) that WFP is establishing. It will also ensure 

that up-to-date information is transferred and widely 

accessible to the various government entities for 

informing development activities, emergency response 

decisions and facilitating its implementation of social 

protection programmes.   

 

Challenges 

 Due to limited funding, WFP Cambodia has been 

running at 45 percent of the overall plan. Since 

November 2014, 195,000 children and their families 

have been cut off the school feeding programme; 

food distributions under the Maternal and Child Health 

and Nutrition component ended in June 2014; FFA 

activities have been reduced by 50 percent and the 

cash-for-work pilot has been suspended since 2014.  

 

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Cambodia has achieved remarkable economic growth 

in the last two decades. The poverty rate has 

decreased from 47.8 percent in 2007 to 13.5 percent 

in 2014. The Government is committed to achieving a 

lower middle income status by 2020. According to the 

World Bank, a significant portion of the population 

remains ‘near poor’ as they are still at high risk of 

falling back into poverty at the slightest shock.  

The 2014 Cambodia Demographic Health Survey found 

that undernutrition rates remain a public health 

concern, with 32 percent of children under 5 years of 

age stunted, 24 percent underweight, and 10 percent 

wasted. Micronutrient deficiencies are widespread. The 

maternal mortality ratio is 170 deaths per 100,000 

births, while the under-5 mortality rate is 35 per 1,000 

births, both significantly improved since the last 

survey. Cambodia is highly vulnerable to natural 

disasters, with regular monsoon flooding in the 

Mekong and Tonle Sap basin and localised droughts in 

the plains. Rising inequality, landlessness and 

deterioration of common resources have eroded the 

coping capacity of food-insecure people. Limited 

access for the poor to education and health services 

and low levels of investment in public infrastructure 

further perpetuate food insecurity and undernutrition. 

 

WFP has been present in Cambodia since 1979. 

Contact info: Mr. Ratanak Leng (ratanak.leng@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Mr. GianPietro Bordignon 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/cambodia  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 32% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

143 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 
income since July 2016  

Population: 15.6 million 
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