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Caption: Cambodia’s children receive nutritious breakfasts 

every morning through the School Feeding Programme (SFP). 

According to the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, net 

enrolment rates in WFP assisted districts progressively 

increased from 93% in 2007 to 99% in 2014, while the drop-

out rate reduced from 11.8% to 7.8%, and the promotion rate 

increased from 75% to 88%.  

The school feeding programme is increasingly acknowledged as 

an effective social safety net. 
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WFP Assistance 

 
Country Programme 

 

DEV 200202 

(June 2011 – Dec 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

191.5 m 
113 m  
(59%) 

N/A 

*December 2016 – May 2017 

WFP provides assistance to the most marginalised 

Cambodians living in food-insecure communities 

through the Country Programme (CP). The CP, 

launched in 2011, has been extended until December 

2018. The programme covers food and cash-based 

safety nets in the sectors of education, nutrition, asset 

creation and livelihood support. Food assistance is also 

provided in response to emergencies, when required.  

In 2015, WFP assisted 466,100 people in Cambodia. 

With a preceding record of assisting 840,000 people 

annually since 2011, WFP’s school feeding programme, 

including the school meals and scholarship programmes 

(cash or take-home rice entitlements granted as 

conditional transfers to pupils with at least 80 percent 

attendance), has supported universal access to primary 

education and promoted increased enrolment, retention 

and graduation. Building on this success, WFP is 

working with the Royal Government to establish a 

national school feeding programme by 2021.  

WFP’s nutrition programme aims to reduce malnutrition 

through improved young child feeding and public health 

measures such as rice fortification. Considering that 

Cambodia is one of the most disaster-prone countries in 

the region, WFP’s food-for-assets (FFA) programme 

aims to strengthen resilience and climate change 

adaptation amongst the most vulnerable communities.  

WFP’s ongoing projects are in line with the Zero Hunger 

Challenge, the United Nations Development Assistance 

Framework, the development goals of the Royal 

Government of Cambodia and the Sustainable 

Development Goals 2 and 17.  

 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 

 Food distribution took place under the School Meals 

Programme during the first week of November for 

the new school year 2016/2017. 

 

 

 

Credit: SterlingRiber /WFP  
Caption: The School Feeding Programme (SFP) allows 
underprivileged rural families in Cambodia to send their 
children to school to grow, thrive and complete the 
primary education cycle.   
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In Numbers 

29,120 people in need of food assistance  

   

51% 49% 
People Assisted 
November 2016 

November 2016 
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 Donors 

USA, Japan, Cambodia, Germany, Australia, Private Sector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 
 WFP, in collaboration with the Council for Agriculture 

and Rural Development (CARD) of the Royal 

Government of Cambodia, UN agencies and 

development partners, celebrated the third National 

Nutrition Day to raise awareness and support the 

community in achieving optimal nutrition status for 

children in Cambodia. The aim of the Nutrition Day 

this year was to emphasize both WASH and nutrition, 

highlighting the cross-cutting multisectoral issue in 

Cambodia under the theme "Improved Hygiene and 

Nutrition Make Children Grow". In total, 700 

participants attended the event, including officials and 

staff from different line ministries, UN agencies, donor 

agencies and private sector partners 

 

 

 The nutrition team hosted a stakeholder meeting on 

adolescent nutrition at the WFP country office this 

month. The meeting aimed to introduce and discuss 

this topic as the subject of an upcoming study that 

WFP will lead, and to seek input from colleagues on 

issues related to adolescents and nutrition in 

Cambodia. One part of the study will be looking at 

existing or potential channels of communication for 

adolescents, as well as identifying gaps in 

understanding and information around adolescents in 

Cambodia. 

 

Challenges 

 Due to limited funding, WFP Cambodia has been 

running at 45 percent of the overall planned 

activities. Since November 2014, 195,000 children 

and their families have been cut off from the school 

feeding programme; food distributions under the 

Maternal and Child Health and Nutrition component 

ended in June 2014; food-for-assets activities have 

been reduced by 50 percent; and the cash-for-work 

pilot has been suspended since 2014.  

 

 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Cambodia has achieved remarkable economic growth 

in the last two decades. The poverty rate has 

decreased from 47.8 percent in 2007 to 13.5 percent 

in 2014. The Government is committed to achieving a 

lower middle income status by 2020. According to the 

World Bank, a significant portion of the population 

remains ‘near poor’ as they are still at high risk of 

falling back into poverty at the slightest shock.  

The 2014 Cambodia Demographic Health Survey found 

that undernutrition rates remain a public health 

concern, with 32 percent of children under 5 years of 

age stunted, 24 percent underweight, and 10 percent 

wasted. Micronutrient deficiencies are widespread. The 

maternal mortality ratio is 170 deaths per 100,000 

births, while the under-5 mortality rate is 35 per 1,000 

births, both significantly improved since the last 

survey. Cambodia is highly vulnerable to natural 

disasters, with regular monsoon flooding in the 

Mekong and Tonle Sap basin and localised droughts in 

the plains. Rising inequality, landlessness and 

deterioration of common resources have eroded the 

coping capacity of food-insecure people. Limited 

access for the poor to education and health services 

and low levels of investment in public infrastructure 

further perpetuate food insecurity and undernutrition. 

 

WFP has been present in Cambodia since 1979. 

Contact info: Mr. Ratanak Leng (ratanak.leng@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Mr. GianPietro Bordignon 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/cambodia  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 32% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

143 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 
income since July 2016  

Population: 15.6 million 
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