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DEV 200202 

June-2011 to Dec-2018 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

191.5 m 
93.4 m  
(49%) 

3.2 m 
(29%) 

*May – October 2016 

WFP provides assistance to the most marginalised 

Cambodians living in the most food-insecure provinces 

through a five-year Country Programme (CP). The CP 

has been extended till December 2018.The 

programme covers food and cash based safety nets in 

the sectors of education, asset creation and livelihood 

support and nutrition. Food assistance is also provided 

in response to emergencies, when require  d. 

In 2015, WFP reached 466,100 people in Cambodia. 

With a preceding record of reaching up to 840,000 

people annually since 2011, WFP’s school feeding 

programme, including the school meals and 

scholarship programmes (cash or take-home rice 

entitlements granted as conditional transfers to 

children with at least 80 percent attendance), has 

supported universal access to primary education and 

promoted increased enrolment, retention and 

graduation. Building on this success, WFP is working 

with the Government to establish a national school 

feeding programme by 2020-21. WFP’s nutrition 

programme aims to contribute to reducing 

malnutrition through improved young child feeding 

and public health measures such as rice fortification.  

Considering that Cambodia is one of the most 

disaster-prone countries in the region, WFP’s food-for-

assets (FFA) programme aims to strengthen resilience 

and climate change adaptation amongst the most 

vulnerable communities.  

WFP’s ongoing projects are in line with the Zero 

Hunger Challenge, the United Nations Development 

Assistance Framework, the development goals of the 

Royal Government of Cambodia, the attainment of the 

Cambodia Millennium Development Goals 1 through 7, 

and the newly launched Sustainable Development 

Goal 2: end hunger, achieve food security and 

improved nutrition, and promote sustainable 
agriculture.  

   

Credit: Bushra Rahman /WFP 
Caption: Cambodian children receiving hot breakfasts in Siem 
Reap, Cambodia  

 

Highlights 

 In April, Cambodia recorded its highest temperature. 

Coupled with low rainfall, it has seriously affected 

vegetation and crops.  

 

 WFP is closely monitoring the water scarcity situation 

and mapping its impact, using data from a satellite-

based drought monitoring and warning system since 

June 2015. This indicated that there are moderate 

drought conditions throughout the country.  

 

 Water levels in the Mekong are higher comparatively 

than in the dry year of 1992 and the wet year of 2002.  

This, according to the Mekong River Commission, is 

due to the release of water from dams in China.   

Credit: Bushra Rahman / WFP 
Caption: Children receiving their school meal, which is 
often their main hot meal of the day. 
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In Numbers 

984,900 people in need of food assistance 

 
 50% 50% 

 



WFP Cambodia Country Brief 
April 2016 

 

  

 

 

 

Donors 

USA, Japan, Germany, Australia, Private Sector Donors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP is continuing its FFA activities with NGOs and 

development partners including World Vision 

International Cambodia, Life with Dignity, Good 

Neighbors Cambodia, Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) in five 

provinces (Pursat, Siem Reap, Banteay Minchey, 

Preah Vihear, & Kampong Thom) with a view to 

addressing food security, climate change 

adaptation, disaster risk reduction and WASH. The 

programme also includes creating and improving 

individual household and community assets such as 

wells, community and household ponds and canals 

to mitigate disaster risks such as water scarcity and 

drought.   

 

However, due to current weather conditions 

(extremely high temperature) and high migration, 

the project is facing challenges in implementing the 

activities. Low number of participants in particular 

is a major factor which may seriously affect the 

project achievements. WFP is working closely with 

the partners to look for best solutions to overcome 
these challenges. 

 WFP has started undertaking assessments for the 

cost of diet; market inventory; and infant and 

young child feeding barriers in Cambodia in order to 

contribute to and improve the appropriateness of 

complementary feeding of young children. This 

market based assessment exercise will be used to 

calculate the economic access to a nutritious diet, 

and later will be served as an advocacy tool to show 

the importance of food-based nutrition 

interventions.  

 

Challenges 

 According to an analysis by the Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO), dry conditions 

which affected the country between last June and 

August are expected to reduce rice production in 

2015-2016 by 2 percent as compared to last 

year’s bumper harvest. However, FAO also notes 

that the expected 9.2 million mt this year is 

slightly above the five-year average and this 

represents double the amount required for the 

national consumption of 4.5 million mt.  

 

 Due to funding shortfalls, WFP Cambodia has 

been running at 45 percent of the overall plan. 

Over 195,000 children and their families have 

been cut out of the school feeding programme 

since November 2014; food distributions under 

the Maternal and Child Health and Nutrition 

component ended in June 2014; FFA activities 

have been reduced by 50 percent and the cash-

for-work pilot has been suspended. Unless new 

contributions are identified, programmes will 

continue to be implemented at the reduced level.  
 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Cambodia has achieved remarkable economic growth 

over the last two decades, and the poverty rate has 

decreased from 47.8 percent in 2007 to 18.9 percent in 

2012. The Government is committed to achieving lower 

middle income status by 2020. According to the World 

Bank, a significant portion of the population remains 

‘near poor’ as they are still at high risk of falling back 

into poverty at the slightest shock.  

The 2014 Cambodia Demographic Health Survey found 

that undernutrition rates remain a public health concern, 

with 32 percent of children under 5 years of age stunted, 

24 percent underweight, and 10 percent wasted. 

Micronutrient deficiencies are widespread. The maternal 

mortality ratio is 170 deaths per 100,000 live births, 

while the under-5 mortality rate is 35 per 1,000 live 

births, both significant improvements since the last such 

survey. Cambodia is highly vulnerable to natural 

disasters, with regular monsoon flooding in the Mekong 

and Tonle Sap basin and localised droughts in the plains. 

Rising inequality, landlessness and deterioration of 

common resources have eroded the coping capacity of 

food-insecure people. Limited access for the poor to 

education and health services and low levels of 

investment in public infrastructure further perpetuate 

food insecurity and undernutrition. 

Contact info: Bushra Rahman (bushra.rahman@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Mr. GianPietro Bordignon 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/cambodia  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 32% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

143 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

Population: 15.63 million 
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