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CONTEXT 
 

The UN declared Iraq a Level 3 emergency (most severe level) under global 
humanitarian system’s classification. It is one of three current Level 3 emergencies in the world. 
Iraq is currently facing two protracted large-scale crises.  

Ongoing conflict has caused approximately 3.1 million Iraqis to flee their homes and become 
internally displaced in their own country since 2013, while over 230,000 Syrian refugees were forced 
to seek safety and refuge in Iraq since 2012. Over half of the Iraqi IDP and Syrian refugee populations 
are children. On 17 October, 2016 Iraqi forces began to re-take the city of Mosul from Islamic State 
(IS) causing thousands more Iraqis to be displaced. Save the Children is currently responding to the 
needs of both Syrian refugee and IDP families, in camp and non-camp settings, by ensuring that 
children have access to quality education, healthcare, and protection services.  

  

IDP Crisis 

There are over 3.1 million IDPs in Iraq, according to OCHA, and 26% of them were displaced in 
August 2014. Nearly 87% of IDPs have fled three governorates: Anbar, Ninewa and Salah al Din. 
Displaced families are dispersed among camps and urban locations with a significant number living in 
unfinished buildings. Some children haven’t been to school for more than two years.    

 

Syrian Refugee Crisis 

Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) hosts 98% of the 233,000 Syrian refugees in Iraq, according to OCHA. 
Refugees are dispersed among camps and urban settings mainly across the governorates of Erbil, 
Dohuk and Sulaymaniyah. In 2015 more than 15,000 refugees in Iraq returned to Syria, and 
thousands embarked on dangerous routes to Europe with their children. With depleted resources, 
refugee families in Iraq need food, healthcare, protection and access to quality education.  
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OUR REACH  
Since the beginning of 2016, we have reached: 

Over 754, 233 beneficiaries 

 

Of those reached, 496, 940 (65%) were children 

Save the Children’s response to displaced children and their families in our areas of operation (direct 
or through partners) focuses both on rapid response, focusing on immediate needs and support for 
those who are chronically displaced.  
 
Eventually, once conflict abates in affected areas and people start to return home in large numbers, 
Save the Children will also support return movements if people feel it is safe to go home. 
  
Your contribution will help us keep delivering critical aid to those displaced by the 
conflict.  
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COORDINATION 
 
• Protection cluster and Child Protection sub 

cluster  

• Education cluster - co-lead and coordinate 
the whole Education in Emergency (EiE) 
response 

• WASH cluster - co-lead in Kirkuk 
governorate 

• Shelter/NFI cluster for distribution of 
CRI/NFI kits 
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MAIN SECTORS WE WORK IN 
 

CHILD PROTECTION AND EDUCATION 
Children are the most vulnerable during emergencies and conflicts. Many are 
suffering from psychological distress and some are separated from their families. 
 
 

Our Response  
Save the Children runs Child Friendly Spaces (CFSs) and Youth Friendly Spaces (YFSs) in both camp 
and non-camp settings where IDPs and Syrian refugees are residing. These spaces serve many 
purposes. They give children safe spaces to learn, play and receive the psycho-social 
support they need to play, sing and do sports together, while at the same time helping 
them recover and regain a sense of normality. They also offer children a chance to 
continue learning when going to school is no longer an option.  
 
Quality classroom material, quality physical learning environments and quality teaching methods 
together create a protective and inclusive atmosphere. By also providing access to catch-up classes 
and linking out-of-school children and youth with formal education systems, Save the Children works 
at enhancing the level of resilience in children affected by the conflict.  
 
Save the Children’s social workers also provide support to families struggling to raise their children, 
often because the parents are stressed or depressed themselves. Individual children and families, as 
well as groups, are supported in rebuilding their resilience and developing healthy ways to handle 
their stress and daily challenges. We actively reach out to the most vulnerable children and families 
to ensure that they are included in the activities that our programs cover. 
 
Our Reach:  
Since the beginning of 2016, we’ve reached over 13,467 children with our child protection programs 
and we’ve reached over 47,586 children with our education programs 
 
Who we support  
Save the Children’s programs support families and their children from the age of 0 until adolescence, 
starting classes that provide mothers with informative sessions on the social, physical, emotional and 
intellectual development of their children, followed by Early Childhood Care and Development 
(ECCD) programs for children ages 3-5, Non-Formal Education (NFE) for ages 6-18, and catch-up 
classes for children who have been out of school.  
 
Save the Children also constructs additional learning spaces to strengthen the capacity of the 
existing education system and provide further support to children aged between 6 and 18.  Our 
psychosocial support focuses on children of all ages and their families. We provide individual 
assistance, but we also form groups to encourage the children, parents and adolescences to support 
each other. 
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

Clean water, basic toilets and good hygiene practices are essential for children to 
survive and develop. For children under 5, water and sanitation-related diseases are 
one of the leading causes of death.  
 

Our Response  
Our work in Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Promotion (WASH) interventions focuses on 
the delivery of improved water and sanitation infrastructure and behavior change activities designed 
to reduce water-borne/diarrheal diseases and to improve the quality of service provision in 
education and Child Friendly Spaces facilities. 
 
Save the Children provides a package of WASH services across the two humanitarian responses 
which include: water supply, chlorination, water quality monitoring, latrines and showers 
constructions, drainage, solid waste and hygiene promotion that support behavior changes.  
 
Save the Children pre-positions life-saving items close to front lines so they can be deployed within 
24 hours.  
 
Our Reach:  

Since the beginning of 2016, we reached over 202,000 people through our WASH interventions 
including 40,000 newly displaced children and their families as part of Mosul response.    
 
Who we support  
Save the Children’s WASH activities support families and their children who reside in camps, 
unfinished buildings and transit/screening sites. Our WASH interventions target all community 
members, and we prioritize the delivery of WASH facilities to schools and Child Friendly Spaces with 
specific consideration to gender and people with special needs.  
 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM (RRM) 

Clean water, basic toilets and good hygiene practices are essential for children to 
survive and develop. For children under 5, water and sanitation-related diseases are 
one of the leading causes of death.  
 

Our Response  
The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) kit contains life-saving commodities including one 
week’s supply of water, dignity kits with hygiene products, and an immediate food parcel.  
 
Save the Children distributes these RRM kits in partnership with UN agencies and other partners, and 
in close coordination with the government in hard to reach areas in Kirkuk and Salah al-Din 
governorates. These complete RRM packages are distributed to people who are staying long term at 
check points, camps, temporary settlements or off-camp areas. In addition, we also distribute water 
and food to people who are staying short term at check points.  
 
Our Reach:  
Since the beginning of 2016, we have reached over 38,000 families (almost 215,000 people) with RRM 
kits and have also been distributing around 1,900 baby kits.   
 
Through local partners, Save the Children accesses and reaches IDP families in Kirkuk district, Tikrit, 
Samarra, and Balad.  
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CASE STUDIES 

Mos’ab* 
 

“My sister is not here, she’s in school right now. 
I like school but I don’t want to go without my 
dad. I like everything at school but the best thing 
is when we play games. And sometimes I bring 
the games home and I can play them with my 
mum and dad. I like drawing pictures and the 
puzzles. And the pictures of animals. I learnt 
about the letters and the colours and the names 
of clothes, like these are trousers. All about 
what is what,” says Mos’ab*.	
 	
He lives with his father Qais*, mother and two 
siblings in a tent in Jed'ah Camp, Qayyara after the 
family had to flee their village in West Mosul.	
 	
None of the children attended school in the village, and Mos’ab’s father Qais* are very happy that his children 
now can attend Save the Children’s temporary learning space in the camp.	
 	
“The children are really happy now that they are at school and back to learning. Under IS we had no hope. 
We had no school, no learning, nothing. Now they go to school and they are learning things. They never 
knew how to recognise animals, they didn’t know a giraffe from an elephant. The kindergarten is very good. 
Things are looking more hopeful now. I hope to go back to work. We don’t want to stay here long-term, we 
want to go back to our village as soon as things become stable,” says Qais. 
 

Ruba* 
 

“I love going to school because there are 
toys and games there and it’s so fun. I am 
learning how to write,” says Ruba* (to the left). 

 
Together with her siblings Tala* (6 – in the 
middle) and Nadeem* (4), as well as three other 
siblings, 7-year-old Ruba* is living together with 

her mother in a tent in Jed’ah Camp for 
internally displaced in Qayyara. Their father 
stayed behind in their home village in Salah Al-
Din governorate to look after his mother, who 
was too elderly and weak to make the 
journey. 
 

None of the children had been to school for 
two years because Islamic State (IS) used the village school for storing their weapons. Also, they were 
too scared to go outside because of all the violence.   
  
Now Ruba* and three of her siblings are attending classes at Save the Children’s temporary learning 
space in the camp. 
 
*Name has been changed to protect their identity 

Ruba and Tala are both attending Save the Children’s 
Temporary Learning Space in Jed’ah Camp. Photo: Simine 
Alam/Save the Children Temporary Learning Space 

Qais* is walking his 4-year-old son Mos’ab* from their tent 
in Jed'ah Camp, Qayyara to Save the Children’s temporary 
learning space in the camp. PHOTO: Simine Alam/Save the Children 


