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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Erratic precipitation at the start of the 2012 cropping season 

 Continued presence of large number of refugees from 
Democratic Republic of Congo in the north  

 Violent explosion in Brazzaville displacing about 10 000 people  
 

Erratic precipitation at the start of the 2012 
cropping season  

Harvesting of the second season maize crop is almost complete, while 
planting of cassava, the principal staple in the country, is underway. 
Satellite based estimates indicate that abundant rainfall during March 
was followed by a dry spell in April. Above average rains resumed in 
May, and although the cumulative rainfall levels during the growing 
period is estimated at average levels, the erratic distribution of rains 
may have negatively impacted crop development and yields.  

Inflation at low levels, but likely to accelerate in 
2012 

Congo does not produce a significant amount of cereals, with imports 
covering approximately 94 percent of total cereal utilization, mainly 
through commercial channels. In the 2012 marketing year (January-
December), the volume of commercially imported cereals, mainly wheat 
and rice, is forecast at 327 000 tonnes, similar to the previous year.  
 
The country suffered from increased inflation in 2007 and 2008 (when 
the annual inflation rate reached 7.8 percent) due to the country’s high 
dependence on imported cereals, which eroded the purchasing power 
and access to food of a large number of vulnerable people in both 
urban and rural areas. Food prices remained mostly stable in 2009 and 
the first half of 2010. In spite of renewed increase in international prices 
in 2010 and 2011, the inflationary pressure was rather limited. The 
average annual consumer price inflation is estimated to have 
substantially decreased from 5.0 to 1.9 percent between 2010 and 
2011, mainly as a result of the elimination of school fees. 
 
Inflation is likely to accelerate in 2012, mainly due to a weaker currency 
and increased government spending. According to the Economist 
Intelligence Unit, the average annual consumer price inflation is 
expected to reach 3.5 percent in 2012. 

Food assistance provided to refugees in the north 
of the country and to vulnerable households in 
urban areas  

Civil conflict in neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) led 
to a large influx of refugees from the Equateur province, estimated at 
120 000, during October and November 2009. A significant portion of 
these refugees (less than 2 000 individuals had returned to DRC as of 
October 2011) are still living in precarious conditions in Likouala 
province, a structurally food-deficit region, in the far north of Congo. 
Likouala is the poorest and currently the most food insecure province in 
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Congo. The sharp increase in population (by 89 percent in the affected 
areas) puts pressure on natural resources, major source of livelihood 
for the local population. Trading routes between DRC and Congo have 
been disrupted, further affecting food availability.  
 
A Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) by WFP is 
currently underway providing food assistance to 115 100 people for a 
period of 22 months (March 2011-December 2012). 
 
In addition, on the 26

th
 of June, the Government launched the “Food 

safety net” programme, which is expected  to provide food assistance 
for a period of 12 months to 4 000 vulnerable households in urban and 
peri-urban areas of Brazzaville and Pointe Noir, the largest cities of the 
country. 

Violent explosion in Brazzaville displacing about 
10 000 people  
 
On 4 March 2012, a fire occurred in Brazzaville, causing a series of 
explosions in the arms depot of the Congolese National Army, resulting 
in the devastation of the surrounding neighbourhoods. The disaster 
killed 286 people, left another 3 277 injured, and caused the 
displacement of about 10 000 people, following the destruction of their 
houses. 
 
On the 26

th
 March, an emergency appeal for USD 1.27 million  was 

launched by the International Federation of the Red Cross and the Red 
Crescent societies, aiming to provide food and non food assistance to 
13 800 people for a period of 8 months. 
 
Currently, the displaced persons are accommodated in 9 transit sites, 
where they receive basic relief by the international community. 
However, despite the good will and efforts made by Government and 
partners to improve the living conditions in the transit sites, the situation 
remains a concern and the lack of space, hygiene and sanitation 
resulted in the outbreak of epidemics such as measles and cholera. 

 


