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259,145 
CAR refugees registered by UNHCR in 

rural areas in the East, Adamaoua and 

North regions, of which 158,418 arrived 

since December 2013 

65,620 
Nigerian refugees in the Far North 

region (of which 56,921 are registered 

at Minawao camp) 

190,591 
Internally Displaced Persons in 
the Far North region (source: 
latest DTM by IOM) 

Population of concern Funding situation (including UNHCR’s regular 

country Programme). The operation is 21% funded (US$ 20.2m 
received out of 98.6m requested) 

567,256 people of concern to UNHCR 

 
By country of origin 
 
 

Country Total PoC 

CAR 259,145 

Nigeria 65,620 

Urban refugees* 
 

Asylum seekers 
 

IDPs 
 

IDPs returnees 

18,687 
 

       2,628 
 

190,591 
 

30,585 

Total 567,256 
 

 
*Incl. CAR and Nigerian refugees living in urban areas                              

 

UNHCR Presence      
Staff: 233  

53 International staff 

133 National staff 

47 UN Volunteers (14 International and 33 National) 

 

 

Offices: 

7 offices: 

Branch Office – Yaoundé 

Sub Offices – Bertoua and Maroua 

Field Offices – Meiganga, Batouri and Douala 

Field Unit –Djohong

7%

93%

CAR Situation 
UNHCR Cameroon 

budgetary reuirements: 
US$ 55.5 million

27 June 2016 

Funded Unmet needs

14%

86%

Nigeria Situation 
UNHCR Cameroon 

budgetary requirements: 
US$ 27.9 million

27 June 2016 

Funded Unmet needs
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WORKING WITH PARTNERS 

UNHCR coordinates protection and assistance for refugees in collaboration with:  

 Government Partners: Ministries of External Relations, Territorial Administration and 
Decentralization, Economy, Planning and Regional Development, Public Health, Women 
Empowerment and Family, Social Affairs, Justice, Basic Education, Water and Energy, Youth and 
the National Employment Fund.  

 

 Implementing Partners: Action Contre la Faim (ACF), Africa Humanitarian Action (AHA), African 
Initiatives for Relief and Development (AIRD), Agence pour le Développment Economique et 
Social (ADES), CARE International, Croix Rouge Française (CRF), FAIRMED, International 
Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC), InterSos, International Medical Corps (IMC), Lutherian World 
Federation (LWF), Plan International, Première Urgence - Assistance Médicale Internationale 
(PU-AMI), Public Concern and Solidarités International. 

 

 Operational Partners: Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF); ICRC, Adventist Relief Agency (ADRA), 
ASOL and Red Deporte. 

 

 UN Agencies: WFP, UNICEF, WHO, UNFPA, UN Women, FAO, UNESCO, IOM, UNDP and 
OCHA. 

 

 Operational coordination: In accordance with the “Joint OCHA-UNHCR Note on Mixed 
Situations – Coordination in Practice” the responsibility to coordinate the overall humanitarian 
response in the Far North has been delegated to UNHCR. UNHCR sectors are utilized to deliver 
assistance to IDPs and other affected groups. All sectors are operational holding regular meetings. 
Each sector is led by a Government entity and co-led by UN agencies. There is also a bi-monthly 
regional Multi-Sector Operations Team meeting in Maroua chaired by UNHCR, which brings 
together more than 40 humanitarian partners intervening in the Far North region. 
 

The response for CAR refugees is managed in line with the Refugee Coordination Model. Sectorial 
groups have been established by UNHCR, covering the whole operational area, and region-based 
coordination mechanisms exist, although mostly in the East region. Local authorities have been 
very engaged in the management of the refugee operation, in particular the Governors of the 
North, East and Adamaoua regions, the administrative authorities at the departement and 
arrondissement levels, armed forces and delegates from line ministries at the regional level. UN 
agencies and international NGOs have been instrumental in implementing activities for CAR 
refugees and host populations. 
 

At the capital-level, UNHCR leads the Multi-Sector Operations Team for the Refugee Response 
and the national Protection Working Group, and actively participates in other relevant 
humanitarian coordination mechanisms and the Humanitarian Country Team. 

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS 

 On 12 July, Anne Richard, Assistant US Secretary of State for Population, Refugees, and 
Migration (PRM), and UNHCR’s Representative, visited Minawao refugee camp to assess the 
situation of Nigerian refugees. During her visit, she met with refugee leaders who shared their 
concerns and the challenges faced by the refugee population in this camp.  

 UNHCR’s Representative in the Central African Republic (CAR), Kouassi Lazare Etien, carried 
out a mission in the East region during which he briefed refugees on the current situation in their 
country of origin including reconstruction and social cohesion efforts following the presidential 
elections. He asked refugees about their views on the voluntary repatriation to the Central African 
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Republic whereby they expressed various concerns, including, the ongoing insecurity in CAR, 
non-disarmament of armed groups, the country not being fully under the control of the 
government, continued fighting between the anti-Balaka and ex-Seleka, the risks of ethnic and 
religious discrimination and the lack of guarantee for the compensation or restitution of their 
properties looted or destroyed during the conflict. 

 On 20 July, UNHCR handed over materials of support to the Inter ministerial-Ad-Hoc Committee 
for the Emergency Management of refugees in Cameroon, chaired by the Ministry of Territorial 
Administration and Decentralization. The materials included office, communication and mobility 
equipment which will be delivered to the sub-divisions that host refugees. 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 Further to persistent attacks perpetrated by rebel groups in CAR leading to waves of movements 
of asylum seekers in the border towns of Touboro and Garoua-Boulaï, several actions were taken 
by UNHCR, including: explaining of the international protection principles and increased 
sensitization towards refugees concerning the respect of law and order in their country of asylum. 

 As part of monitoring the response to refugee children at risk in Minawao camp, 720 members of 
child protection committees were trained and equipped with regards to child protection, children's 
rights, community-based protection mechanisms, their responsibility and their role as a member 
of the protection committee, the reference system and the plan of action and intervention. 

 From 18-22 July, UNHCR organized in Buea, a training workshop on "the birth registration 
procedures and the risk of statelessness related to lack of birth registration in the Bakassi 
Peninsula" targeting Division and Sub-division officers, mayors and secretaries of Civil Status of 
the South West Region. In order to promote birth registration and thereby prevent the risk of 
statelessness UNHCR also completed the delivery of a large batch of office equipment to the nine 
municipalities of Bakassi. 

 UNHCR and the Cameroonian Government continued to conduct the biometric verification and 
registration exercise of all refugees and asylum seekers living in the East region of Cameroon. 
During the month of July, a total of 6,238 refugees were verified / registered in Bertoua and in the 
refugee sites of Lolo and Ngarissingo. Since the beginning of the biometric verification and 
registration in the East and Adamaoua regions, 68,368 refugees have been verified. The biometric 
verification and registration is ongoing in the North region, targeting refugees living outside sites. 
The biometric verification and registration exercise aims to ensure the better protection and 
assistance of refugees by verifying and updating their profiles, including information on specific 
needs. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

UNHCR is grateful for the generous contributions of donors who have given unearmarked and broadly 
earmarked contributions to UNHCR in 2016 as well as for the following donors who have directly contributed 
to the operation:  

 
Canada | EU | France | Italy | Japan | Republic of Korea | Spain (private)| United States of America | 

UN Prog on HIV/AIDS  

 
Contacts: 

Djerassem Mbaiorem, Associate Public Information/Reporting Officer, mbaiorem@unhcr.org, Tel: +237 222 20 29 54 

Kabami Kalumiya, Associate External Relations Officer, kalumiya@unhcr.org, Tel: +237 222 20 29 54  

Raïssa Touraire Ngou, Reporting Assistant, ngou@unhcr.org 

Links: 

http://data.unhcr.org/car  

http://data.unhcr.org/NigeriaSituation 

mailto:kalumiya@unhcr.org

