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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Cereal production in 2015 projected to recover from last 
year’s reduced level 

 Cereal imports projected to decline during 2015/16 
marketing year (April/March)  

 Cereal prices follow mixed trends in February 

Cereal production in 2015 projected to recover 
from last year’s reduced levels 
Cereal production for 2015 is forecast to increase almost 10 percent 
from last year’s reduced levels and reach 3.6 million tonnes, slightly 
above the country’s five-year average. The increase in cereal 
production mainly reflects a strong recovery in maize production, 
currently being harvested, due to higher sowings driven by sustained 
local demand and an improvement in yields. Maize output is 
preliminarily estimated at 1.4 million tonnes or 18 percent up from last 
year’s reduced level. Wheat production, harvested in February, has 
been preliminarily estimated at almost 1.5 million tonnes or 9 percent 
up from 2014, due to increased sowings and good yields. 

Cereal imports projected to decline during 2015/16 
marketing year (April/March) 

Total cereal imports for the 2015/16 marketing year (April/March) are 
forecast at around 2.7 million tonnes, a decrease of 8 percent from last 
year’s level. The decline reflects lower maize imports due to the 
expected strong recovery of production. However, at 975 000 tonnes, 
maize imports will remain above the five-year average. Wheat imports 
are expected to decline only slightly and close to last year’s levels. 

Cereal prices follow mixed trends in February 
Maize prices in February continued to strengthen for a seventh 
consecutive month and were 5 percent higher than their year-earlier 
levels, underpinned by reduced 2014 outputs and the weakening of the 
national currency as the country imports about half of its consumption 
requirements. By contrast, wheat prices declined for a third consecutive 
month in February, although remaining above year-on-year levels, with 
the arrival of the new harvest into the markets. 
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