
because of Egypt’s “on-going economic 

weakness and financial deterioration”, reports 

Middle East Online. Though in debt, Egypt 

continues to borrow money from the World 

Bank and foreign governments for 

development programs. An Egyptian court of 

appeals supported the government’s earlier 

order to freeze the assets of toppled President 

Hosni Mubarak and his family members. The 

Illicit Gains Authority (IGA) is also working 

to repatriate funds siphoned abroad. Trade 

Minister Mahmoud Eisa told Reuters that the 

Egyptian government will soon start the phase

-out of energy-intensive industries and that the 

country is looking to boost trade ties with 

Europe, Turkey and Libya. The Trade 

Minister also reported that Egypt will extend 

the ban on the exportation of rice in order to 

ensure that there is no shortage of supply at 

the domestic level.  

 

Libya 

The IMF stated that if security is restored and 

Libya’s oil production returns to pre-conflict 

levels, then the country’s economy will 

recover quickly. Oil production is expected to 

resume fully by the second half of 2012, 

reports Middle East Online. The Libyan 

National Oil Corporation (NOC) stated that 

Libya’s crude oil exports have more than 

doubled in the last month, according to 

Reuters. The oil sector is currently relying on 

domestic workers, as foreigners have yet to 

return to the country for safety reasons. 

According to the New York Times, Western 

infrastructure, construction and security 

companies are looking to Libya for future 

business potential now that opportunities in 

Afghanistan and Iraq have declined. 

 

Mauritania 

The IMF acknowledged Mauritania’s steady 

economic growth, despite the drought and 

T 
he fourth edition of The Arab World 

Competitiveness Report was published 

by the World Economic Forum, an 

independent international organisation. The 

report highlights the need for North Africa and 

the Middle East to create 25 million jobs over 

the next ten years and to sustain a growth rate 

of 5.5%. The International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) released data showing that Arab nations 

that revolted this year will face an economic 

downturn in 2011, reports Middle East Online. 

The European Commission (EC) put forth the 

“Offshore Protocol” for the European Union 

(EU) to sign. The protocol seeks to protect the 

Mediterranean against pollution from offshore 

exploration and exploitation by requiring a 

number of conditions to be met before 

activities can begin, reports Malta’s Gozo 

News.    

 

Algeria 

Petronas, Malaysia’s national oil and gas firm, 

stated that it will withdraw from countries 

such as Algeria because of low profitability 

from the oil fields, reports Reuters. Separately, 

an IMF mission to Algeria reports that the 

country shows strong economic performance, 

which was helped by public investment and 

low debt levels, reports Global Arab Network.  

 

Egypt 

Al Masry al Youm reported on the state of 

Egypt’s economy in a number of articles. A 

coalition of civil society groups and 

individuals, the Popular Campaign to Drop 

Egypt’s Debt, is seeking a comprehensive 

public debt audit with the goal of possible debt 

forgiveness by foreign lenders. The Minister 

of Finance, Hazem al-Beblawy, stated that 

Egypt is facing a financial crisis and needs 

foreign funding. On 27 October, Moody’s 

Investors Service, a credit rating agency, 

downgraded Egypt’s debt rating by one notch 
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SUBMIT AN RFI OR RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN TEAM:  
 

In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Libya specifically and North 
Africa generally, the CFC has begun publishing special reports on the region in addition to our weekly newsletters.  Please send 
your recommendations for future report topics or requests for information (RFIs) to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org.  

The European Union and North Africa 

O 
n 29 October, the president of the European 

Parliament, Jerzy Buzek, began a three-day visit to 

Libya, according to Magharebia. President Buzek 

supports Libya’s full participation in the Union for the 

Mediterranean (UfM) with European Union (EU) partners. 

According to European Voice, there are three security issues 

that require fuller debate among EU member states in order for 

the bloc to refresh its relationship with North African 

countries. These issues are (1) the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; 

(2) emerging Islamist politics in the region; and (3) migration. 

The article reports that if EU “member states do not address 

these differences, there is little chance of Europe becoming a 

serious player in the Mediterranean”. 

 

Egypt 

The criminal court of Alexandria sentenced policemen 

Mahmud Salah Mahmud and Awad Ismail Suleiman of the 

Sidi Gaber police station to seven years in jail for the death by 

torture of Khaled Said, according to al Bawaba. The men were 

convicted of the lesser charge of manslaughter, according to 

Associated Press (AP). The large protests around Egypt 

triggered by Said’s death contributed to the uprising that 

resulted in the resignation of former President Hosni Mubarak 

in February 2011. In an unrelated incident, 24-year-old Essam 

Ali Atta died at hospital on 27 October after being abused by 

prison guards with water hoses, according to Press TV. 

Elsewhere in Egypt, five policemen from the former State 

Security Investigation Services will stand trial for the death by 

torture of Salafi preacher Sayed Bilal. 

 

Middle East Online reports that a prisoner exchange between 

Egypt and Israel began on 27 October when Egyptian 

authorities delivered Ilan Grapel to the Taba border. Grapel, a 

US-Israeli national had been held since June on charges of 

espionage. In exchange, Israel released 25 Egyptians convicted 

of entering Israel illegally or smuggling drugs or weapons. 

 

Hosni Mubarak’s trial, expected to resume on 30 October, was 

postponed until a panel reaches a decision regarding a 

complaint from lawyers claiming they did not receive adequate 

time to prepare for the questioning of Field Marshal Mohamed 

Hussein Tantawi. Meanwhile the Egyptian Judges Club 

expressed dissatisfaction with the Supreme Council of the 

Armed Forces’ (SCAF) lack of response to demands to reform 

legislation regarding judicial authority, according to al Masry 

al Youm.  

 

On 28 October, demonstrators gathered in Tahrir Square in 

Cairo to demand that SCAF relinquish power to a civilian 

government, according to Press TV. SCAF promised to 

transfer power to a civilian authority within six months after 

former President Hosni Mubarak’s resignation in February. 

According to Youm 7, protestors also alleged that Egyptian 

Minister of Information Osama Heikal encouraged sectarian 

discord through the use of state television during the aftermath 

of the so-called “Maspero Incident” on 09 October in which 25 

demonstrators, mostly Coptic Christians, were killed, 

according to the Carnegie Endowment.  

 

Libya 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) denied the 

request of the National Transitional Council (NTC) for NATO 

to continue its operation until December, according to al 

Arabiya. The NTC comprises “more than two dozen groups 

representing the various segments of Libya”, the article 

reports. Each of the groups has its own agenda, reports al 

Arabiya, and they are having a difficult time unifying in post-

Gaddafi Libya. According to the article, Arab governments 

have appealed to Libyans for national reconciliation. 

 

On 27 October, a Tunisian court released former Libyan Prime 

Minister Al-Baghdadi Ali Al-Mahmoudi on bail, according to 

Magharebia. Authorities will announce the verdict on his 

extradition on 22 November. Meanwhile during his visit to 

Algeria, US Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern 

Affairs Jeffrey Feltman discussed the extradition of Gaddafi’s 

family members currently residing in Algeria, according to a 

separate article by Magharebia. 

 

Mauritania 

Politicians and opposition leaders in Mauritania reached a 

broad-scale reform agreement after a month of talks, according 

to Magharebia. The reforms will cover “national unity, social 

cohesion, the promotion of democracy, reform of the judiciary, 

the audio-visual field, determining the status of the democratic 

Governance & Rule of  Law             Melodee M. Baines ► Melodee.Baines@cimicweb.org 

rising oil prices, reports Magharebia. 

 

Morocco  

The Moroccan banking sector continues to have healthy 

growth because of remittances, capital increases, and mergers 

and acquisition activity, reports Global Arab Network. 

Remittances are Morocco’s second most important source of 

foreign income after tourism. Deputy Secretary General of the 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(OECD) Richard Boucher praised Moroccan efforts to 

encourage investment and private initiative. 

 

Tunisia 
Reuters reports that the Tunisian Islamist party Ennahda, 

which won recent elections, said that it will not impose Islamic 

banking rules nor restrict how foreigners dress when visiting 

Tunisia. In a related article, Reuters reported that Ennahda 

leader Rachid Ghannouchi met with business leaders to assure 

them that the stock exchange is seen as important and that the 

party favours more listings to accelerate economic growth.  
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opposition, the electoral code and the peaceful rotation of 

power, the status and the role of the national army, wise 

governance and the fight against terrorism.” 

 

Morocco 

On 28 October, a court in the Moroccan city of Sale sentenced 

one of the eight defendants, Adil Othmani, to death for the 

Marrakech bomb attack on 28 April 2011 in which 17 people 

died, according to Magharebia. AP reports that the 

prosecution’s case lacks hard evidence, and the eight 

defendants have all recanted their confessions, given under 

duress. 

 

Peace talks between Morocco and Western Sahara concluded 

in a deadlock on 26 October, according to Middle East Online. 

Morocco refuses to discuss any possibility of independence for 

Western Sahara, which Morocco has claimed since 1976 after 

Spain withdrew from the territory.  

 

Tunisia 

According to Magharebia, in elections for the Constituent 

Assembly held on 23 October, Tunisian Islamist party 

Ennahda won 41.47% of the vote. It is expected that the party 

will form a new government by 07 November, likely in 

coalition with second place party Congress for the Republic 

(CPR) and the Ettakatol party. According to Tunisia Live, out 

of a total of 217 seats, Ennahda received 90, CPR received 30 

and Ettakatol received 21. The Guardian reports that in 

response to what the Tunisian electoral commission is calling 

“breaches of electoral regulations”, which led the commission 

to annul the victories of three candidates of the Popular 

Petition party, residents of Sidi Bouzid protested and some 

attacked government offices. The Popular Petition party is 

backed by Hashmi Hamdi, a Tunisian exile residing in the 

United Kingdom. Sidi Bouzid is the Tunisian town where 

Mohammed Bouazizi committed suicide on 17 December 

2010, leading to the protest movement now known as the Arab 

Spring. Tunisian electoral law says that political parties are not 

permitted to receive funding from abroad or from private 

companies, according to CNN. 

Humanitarian Affairs                                                       Angelia Sanders ► Angelia.Sanders@cimicweb.org 

Egypt 

H 
uman Rights Watch called on the Egyptian military to 

transfer the investigation of the use of force against 

Coptic Christian protestors on 09 October to a fully 

independent and impartial prosecution. Reuters reports that an 

Egyptian activist was detained by Egyptian military 

prosecutors for inciting violence. However, rights groups 

believe the detentions are part of an army crackdown on 

dissent. Egyptian Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) 

are being targeted by the Supreme Council of the Armed 

Forces (SCAF), reports Middle East Online. They are 

increasingly being accused of working to destabilise the 

country. HSBC Bank is accused of colluding with SCAF in 

their campaign to intimidate human rights groups and NGOs, 

reports the Independent. HSCB allegedly contacted various 

Egyptian account holders requesting documents and 

information on projects in Egypt.  

 

Libya 

Al Arabiya reports that the National Transitional Council 

(NTC) will conduct a fair trial of those who killed Moammar 

Gaddafi. CNN reports that Moammar Gaddafi, his son 

Mutassim and his Defence Minister Abu Bakr Younis were 

buried at an undisclosed location on 25 October. The bodies 

were interred in the desert in the presence of about 20 people. 

The NTC released a statement saying that it did not support the 

actions that resulted in Gaddafi’s death and that he should have 

been tried for his crimes. According to Reuters, Saif al-Islam 

Gaddafi, son of Gaddafi, is wanted by the International 

Criminal Court (ICC) for murder and persecution. Luis 

Moreno-Ocampo, prosecutor for the ICC, stated that he has 

multiple witnesses and substantial evidence to prove the case. 

However, Saif al-Islam, who has been in hiding for months, 

claimed that he is innocent of the crimes, reports the BBC. 

Niger said it will turn Saif over to the ICC if he is found in 

their country, reports Voice of America.  

 

An International Organization for Migration (IOM) survey 

found that the return of 90,000 Nigeriens to Niger from Libya 

has had an overall negative impact on those living in regions 

within Niger affected by chronic food insecurity and 

underemployment. The New York Times reports that Egypt and 

Tunisia have borne the brunt of the burden in receiving people 

fleeing from Libya. Most migrants from Sub-Saharan Africa 

have returned home, yet thousands more remain in transit 

camps or trapped in Tripoli.  

 

Much of Sirte, Gaddafi’s former home town, is uninhabitable 

days after the end of the siege on the city, reports the 

Washington Post. There is no water or electricity and many 

streets are flooded from broken water pipes. Residents expect 

little help from the government regarding reconstruction. The 

health sector was been severely affected by the conflict, 

reports Global Arab Network. Personnel are overstretched, and 

many patients are unable to reach hospitals. 58 wounded 

Libyans were taken to Morocco for treatment with more 

planned to be transported from Misrata and Tripoli. 

 

After conducting interviews, Human Rights Watch reports that 

there are militias in the city of Misrata who are “terrorizing the 

displaced residents of the nearby town of Tawergha.” Militia 

members have been accused of shooting unarmed Tawerghans, 

conducting arbitrary arrests and beating detainees. Human 

Rights Watch further reports that “more than 100 militia 

brigades from Misrata have been operating outside of any 

official military and civilian command since Tripoli fell in 

August.” A military spokesman for the NTC stated that the 

allegations of vengeful attacks against residents of Sirte and 

Tawergha will be investigated, reports CNN.  

 

Mauritania 

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) stated that 

several countries in West Africa will soon face a full-scale 

food crisis unless there is an intervention by the international 
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Weapons 

M 
iddle East Online reports that the United Nations 

(UN) is concerned that weapons from Libya may 

already have reached Sudan and al Qaeda in the 

Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). In addition, thousands of tonnes of 

unused munitions litter Sirte, the site of the last resistance 

before the National Transitional Council (NTC) declared 

Libya to be liberated. Unexploded ordnance is the main 

danger, according to Guy Marot, an explosives expert with the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). In addition, 

Ian Martin, a UN envoy, told the United Nations Security 

Council (UNSC) that Gaddafi’s regime “accumulated the 

largest known stockpile of anti-aircraft missiles”, including 

Man-Portable Air Defence Systems (MANPADS), according 

to the article. Human Rights Watch reports that large 

stockpiles of weapons lie unsecured in the area around Sirte. In 

addition, according to al Arabiya, “Libya now has three times 

more guns than its population”. 

 

On 26 October, the NTC reportedly found and secured a secret 

cache of chemical weapons from the Gaddafi regime, 

according to the Daily Mail. On 30 October, Libyan interim 

Prime Minister Mahmoud Jibril officially announced the 

presence of chemical weapons in Libya, according to 

Associated Press (AP). The Independent reports that the 

United Kingdom provided support for counter-proliferation 

work in Libya in the form of funding and inspection teams.  

 

According to France 24, AQIM has obtained weapons from 

Libya. In response, Mauritania founded special anti-terrorist 

teams, called special intervention groups (SIG). The SIGs 

operate from the desert, adjusting their location based on 

intelligence and aerial surveillance. The Joint Special Military 

Command of the Sahara, based in Tamanrasset, Algeria, 

includes the militaries of Algeria, Mali, Mauritania and Niger. 

According to the article, the Joint Special Military Command, 

known as the Tamanrasset Group, has been relatively 

ineffective and has not been able to carry out any activity on 

the ground. 

 

Algerian officials convened a two-day joint counter-terrorism 

committee with officials from the United Kingdom to discuss 

the proliferation of Libyan weapons, AQIM and kidnapping 

ransoms, according to Magharebia. The meeting is a part of 

preparations for the upcoming international Sahel security 

summit, which will take place in November 2011 in Algiers. 

 

AQIM 

Agence France Presse (AFP) reports that the three Europeans 

kidnapped on 23 October were taken by individuals with links 

to Hakim Ould Mohamed M’Barek, a Sahrawi member of 

AQIM (see Mediterranean Review 25 October 2011). 

Sahrawis are the indigenous people of Western Sahara. In 

response to the kidnapping, Spanish Foreign Minister Trinidad 

Jimenez asked the UN to evaluate the security situation in 

camps for displaced Sahrawis in Tindouf, Algeria, according 

to Reuters.  

 

According to a separate article by AFP, East Africa specialist 

Roger Middleton suspects that there is a risk of the Shabaab 

and AQIM forging closer ties. The United States is concerned 

that the influence of AQIM is becoming stronger, according to 

National Public Radio (NPR). 

 

Mauritanian officials reportedly told United Press 

International (UPI) that AQIM has obtained surface-to-air 

missiles with the capacity to bring down a commercial airliner.  

 

Malian parliamentarian Ibrahim Ag Mohamed Assaleh was 

threatened on 30 October by armed men who warned him not 

to continue speaking out about links between the Malian 

government, AQIM and the drugs trade, according to AP. 

 

Operation Active Endeavour 

On 26 October, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 

(NATO) Operation Active Endeavour (OAE), NATO’s anti-

terrorism mission in the Mediterranean Sea, marked the tenth 

year of operations, according to NATO Allied Command 

Operations (ACO). In 2004 NATO expanded the area of 

operations for OAE to include Euro-Atlantic Partnership 

Council (EAPC) member countries, as well as Mediterranean 

Dialogue countries and Partners for Peace (PfP) countries. Part 

of the success of OAE is the result of the participation of non-

NATO countries, according to the article.  

 

In other maritime security news, navy officials representing 

ten Mediterranean countries attended the 6th ‘5 + 5’ meeting on 

maritime security on 25 October in Mauritania’s capital 

Noukchott, according to Magharebia. The ‘5 + 5’ Dialogue is 

an initiative among ten Mediterranean countries with a focus 

on migration and joint management of international borders. 

 

Algeria 

Investigations of the terrorist group, led by Laouar (alias 

Mokhtar Belmokhtar) (see Mediterranean Review 25 October 

2011) by Algerian security services revealed that the group 

intended to carry out terror attacks on the Ain Beida military 

airport in the region of Ouargala, according to Ennahar. 

 

On 30 October, Algerian forces killed four alleged Islamist 

militants during a military sweep of the Boukhil region 250 km 

south of Algiers, according to Australia’s Sky News. 

 

Egypt 

United Press International (UPI) reports that under the 

Foreign Military Sales (FMS) programme, the US Navy built 
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community. Mauritania has already issued an alert regarding 

food insecurity, which was brought on by erratic rainfall, 

insect infestation and droughts. 700,000 Mauritanians are 

thought to be at risk.  

 

Sudan 

According to Reuters, hundreds of students protested in eastern 

Sudan on 30 October. Anger towards the government has 

increased over poverty, high food prices and lack of economic 

development. 
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T 
he Arab Media Internet Network (AMIN) reports that 

within the new Arab leadership emerging from the 

Arab Spring, Islamists have a prominent role to play in 

politics. According to the article, Islamists have emerged as 

front-runners in the recent Tunisian elections.  AMIN adds that 

Islamists are also a strong voice in the Libyan revolution and 

predicts their strong showing in the upcoming Egyptian 

elections.  

 

Egypt 

In the months following the Egyptian revolution, there has 

been a wave of sectarian violence that Bloomberg reports 

threatens to tarnish the peaceful demonstrations by the Tahrir 

Square protestors. Billionaire Naguib Sawiris, founder of the 

Free Egyptians political party, has received death threats from 

Islamists when he playfully posted a bearded Mickey Mouse 

and veiled Minnie Mouse on his Twitter profile. 

 

A recent conference held in Cairo titled “Media’s Role for 

Changing Society and Democracy” underscored the vital role 

media can play in Muslim-Christian dialogue, reports Middle 

East Online. At the conclusion of the conference, a declaration 

by participants was issued underscoring the importance of 

dialogue and free media within society. 

 

Tunisia 
The moderate Islamist party Ennahda supported the 

candidacies of 42 elected women to Tunisia’s constituent 

assembly reports the Guardian. The chair of the party told the 

Guardian “Women have a special status in our party’s project 

[mission], in accord with their elevated status in our religion.” 

 

Morocco 

According to an opinion piece by the non-partisan policy 

organisation Hudson Institute, Morocco has avoided the fate of 

its neighbouring countries because its ruling class did not defy 

the will of the people and instead channelled unrest into 

political change. The article states that with elections slated for 

November 2011, Morocco was already in the process of a 15-

year democratic transition when protests erupted across 

Northern Africa. 

 

Libya 

The National reports that the liberation speech of the chairman 

of National Transitional Council (NTC) ignited heated 

discussions. The role that religion will play in the new Libyan 

state is of intense interest and the chairman’s speech 

mentioned Libya’s Islamic heritage. 
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the first Fast Missile Craft for the Egyptian Navy. According 

to the article, the FMS programme allows the US military to 

build partnerships in maritime security with other countries 

through the provision of equipment, technology and training 

programs.  

 

According to al Masry al Youm, squatters occupying 

residential areas in the Cairo suburbs of 6th of October City 

and Sheikh Zeyad City, clashed with security and armed 

forces. The New Urban Communities Authority Coalition 

criticised the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) 

and the police for their lenient reaction, according to the 

article. 

 

Libya 

On 27 October, members of the UNSC voted unanimously to 

end NATO’s no-fly zone over Libya, in place since March 

2011. According to BBC, the NTC declared Libya to be 

liberated on 23 October. The AP reports that NATO operations 

ended at midnight Libyan time on 31 October. 

 

In other Libya news, on 26 Wednesday Qatar disclosed that 

hundreds of its soldiers participated with Libyan anti-Gaddafi 

forces on the ground during the conflict. BBC reports that 

President Omar al Bashir of Sudan also provided military 

support to anti-Gaddafi forces during the Libya conflict. 
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