
Q4 2014 SUMMARY
In the fourth quarter of 2014, US$186.1 million from CERF helped 
aid agencies in 19 countries deliver critical, life-saving assistance 
for millions of people affected by violent confl ict and natural 
disasters.

The Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) allocated $131.7 million 
from CERF’s rapid response window to 24 countries, the bulk of 
which went to humanitarian partners responding to the crises 
in the Central African Republic (CAR) and South Sudan. Rapid 
response funding also supported efforts in other countries, 
including Guatemala, Honduras, Iraq and Nepal.
 
Of the $74.5 million the ERC set aside in the third quarter of 2014 
to sustain emergency aid operations in 11 underfunded crises 
in the Sahel and the Horn of Africa, $54.5 million in remaining 
projects were approved in the fourth quarter.

At the annual High-Level Conference in December, donors 
demonstrated their confi dence in CERF with pledges worth $418.6 
million for 2015 – the second highest amount pledged since the 
Fund’s inception in 2006. An additional $37.3 million was pledged 
for 2014 bringing total commitments for 2014 to $481 million – the 
highest ever annual amount pledged to CERF.

“CERF is one of the most effective tools we have to help people 
face the immediate, devastating effects of natural disasters, armed 
confl ict and chronic emergencies.”

Ban Ki-moon
United Nations Secretary-General 

CERF High-Level Conference, December 2014

4TH QUARTER 2014 HIGHLIGHTS

Source: OCHA, CERF (2014), unless noted otherwise.  * All fi gures as of 31 December 2014. 

Two young boys carrying water walk down a road next to a camp for people displaced by fi ghting, near the town of Jowhar, Somalia. Photo credit: IRIN/Tommy Trenchard
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CERF is managed by the United Nations Offi ce for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

Pledges for 2014
As of 31 December 2014

481
US$ million

460.8
US$ million

October – December 2014
 Q4 QUARTERLY UPDATE

to South Sudan for emergency assistance to 
internally displaced people (IDP) (November).

to Sudan for life-saving support for IDPs and 
South Sudanese refugees (December).

to Ethiopia for emergency assistance to 
South Sudanese refugees (November).
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The ERC allocated $131.7 million through CERF’s rapid response 
window in the fourth quarter of 2014. These funds supported aid 
agencies responding to humanitarian crises in 24 countries.

$100 MILLION FOR CAR AND SOUTH SUDAN
In October, the ERC set aside $100 million for two of the four 
IASC-designated Level 3 crises: South Sudan and the Central 
African Republic (CAR). Most of that amount was allocated in the 
fourth quarter.

In CAR, almost the entire population has been affected by the 
ongoing confl ict, including 430,000 people who are internally 
displaced and 419,000 who have fl ed to neighbouring countries. 
To help UN agencies and their partners deliver vital protection and 
assistance, CERF allocated $14.3 million to CAR. Another $23.5 
million went to aid agencies in Cameroon, Chad, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and the Republic of Congo.

Violence and displacement in South Sudan were compounded 
by food insecurity and malnutrition in the fourth quarter. To 
make matters worse, the end of the rainy season led to more 
fi ghting, further displacement inside South Sudan, and more 
people seeking refuge across national borders. CERF allocated 
$19.9 million to South Sudan and another $45.7 million went to 
humanitarian partners providing assistance to South Sudanese 
refugees in Ethiopia, Sudan, Kenya and Uganda.

IRAQ
Conflict and insecurity have driven some 240,000 Iraqis from 
their homes during the fourth quarter of 2014, bringing the 
total number of internally displaced people to more than 2 
million. 

To help address the most urgent needs of newly displaced families 
ahead of winter, the ERC allocated $14.9 million from CERF to aid 
agencies in Iraq. 

Hundreds of thousands of people in Iraq have received assistance 
including food, clean water and shelter, but aid agencies have 
warned that contributions from CERF and other sources are 
close to exhaustion, and further humanitarian funding is urgently 
needed.

CENTRAL AMERICAN DROUGHT
Prolonged drought in parts of Central America continued in the 
fourth quarter of 2014. Guatemala and Honduras were particularly 
hard-hit with up to 75 per cent of staple maize and bean crops and 
thousands of cattle lost. 

More than 2.5 million people have been affected by the food 
and nutrition crisis, and the situation is projected to worsen in 
the coming months as families deplete their food stocks. To help 
address the deepening crisis, the ERC allocated $2.9 million to aid 
agencies in Guatemala and $2.6 million to humanitarian partners 
in Honduras.

Q4 RAPID RESPONSE ALLOCATIONS
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UNDERFUNDED EMERGENCIES
Twice a year, through CERF’s underfunded emergencies facility, 
the ERC allocates funding to support humanitarian projects in 
countries where needs are high but fi nancial support is low.

The second tranche in 2014, allocated and disbursed in September 
and October, totaled $74.5 million and was allocated to support 
11 countries in the Sahel and the Horn of Africa. 

In December, the CERF secretariat started the country selection 
process for the fi rst round of allocations for 2015. The fi nal list 
of selected countries and their apportionment amounts will be 
offi cially released in mid-January 2015.

SOMALIA: A LIFE-LINE, FOR NOW
Somalia, beset by a severe shortfall in emergency funding, is home 
to one of the world’s largest and most complex emergencies. 
In September, a $20 million boost from CERF’s underfunded 
emergencies window helped provide a life-line for hundreds of 
thousands of Somalis.

The humanitarian situation in Somalia deteriorated signifi cantly 
in 2014 and by mid-year, humanitarian partners warned that the 
country was at the precipice of another major emergency – only 
three years after a devastating famine that left an estimated 
258,000 people dead. 

“A combination of confl ict, drought, fl oods, increasing food prices, 
access constraints and low funding is once again threatening the 
lives and livelihoods of vulnerable Somalis,” said Phillipe Lazzarini, 
the UN Humanitarian Chief for Somalia. 

“These badly needed funds are critical to our humanitarian 
response and will go a long way towards addressing some 
of the most critical needs”, said Foroogh Foyouzat, Deputy 
Representative for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in Somalia. 
“Action is needed now and without further support, Somalia risks 
sliding back into crisis.”

Lazzarini said more than 3 million Somalis are still in urgent need 
of humanitarian assistance such as food, health and nutrition 
support. He called on donors to act now “by providing crucial 
resources to enable humanitarian workers respond now, when 
needs are greatest ... we must avoid a repeat of the 2011 crisis.”

Q4 CONTRIBUTIONS OVERVIEW
During the fourth quarter of 2014, CERF received $77.8 million in 
contributions, of which $65.6 million was for 2014 and $12.2 million 
for 2015. These donations brought total contributions for 2014 to 
$470 million or 97.7 per cent of the annual record of $481 million 
pledged for 2014.

Contributions to CERF by the end of the 4th quarter were $3 million 
higher than the same period in 2013 ($467 million) and the amount 
was $19.6 million higher than the 2011-2014 average ($450.4 million).

End-of-year pledges to CERF for 2014 ($481 million) were $2 
million higher compared to 2013, making 2014 a record year for 
the Fund. Donors demonstrated their continued commitment 
to CERF by pledging $418.6 million for CERF for 2015 (see CERF 
secretariat updates overleaf). 

To contribute to CERF, contact the CERF secretariat (cerf@un.org)  
or go to www.unocha.org/cerf/our-donors/how-donate.
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Internally displaced people (IDP) wait patiently at a food distribution center in Afgoye, Somalia. 
Credit: AU UN IST PHOTO/Tobin Jones 
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The latest version of this document is available on CERF website at 
http://www.unocha.org/cerf. For additional information, please contact 
cerf@un.org. Produced by the CERF secretariat, United Nations Offi ce 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) | 12 January 2015.

Approvals: 4th quarter 2014 (by approval date/emergency, in US$)

Approval dates Emergency / window Amount

1 Oct Guinea* RR 448,444

1-3 Oct Ukraine* RR 2,139,566

1-9 Oct Somalia* UFE 14,182,832

2 Oct DRC* RR 1,955,395

2-16 Oct Eritrea UFE 1,739,035

2-16 Oct Ethiopia* UFE 11,093,620

2-16 Oct Gambia UFE 1,724,445

2-20 Oct Burkina Faso UFE 2,880,222

3-8 Oct Nepal RR 1,870,201

7-13 Oct Niger* UFE 5,112,543

7-14 Oct Cameroon* UFE 2,217,961

7-14 Oct Kenya* UFE 8,505,412

16-20 Oct Nigeria UFE 3,546,645

20 Oct Mauritania UFE 3,464,476

7-11 Nov Honduras RR 2,600,021

11 Nov Ethiopia RR 14,999,770

18-25 Nov Kenya RR 9,006,478

28 Nov-19 Dec Republic of Sudan RR 16,718,553

2-24 Dec South Sudan RR 19,924,302

4-9 Dec DRC RR 5,000,917

4-17 Dec Chad RR 4,960,461

9-12 Dec Uganda RR 5,007,893

12-15 Dec Iraq RR 14,871,397

17-18 Dec Guatemala RR 2,942,308

19-31 Dec Cameroon RR 9,791,875

22-31 Dec CAR RR 14,264,013

24-31 Dec Congo RR 1,784,000

30-31 Dec Libyan Arab Jamahiriya* RR 3,370,496

Total 186,123,281

Contributions: 4th quarter 2014 (by country/pledge year, in US$)

Date Donor For year Amount 

Oct

1 Luxembourg 2014 5,082,592

15 Poland 2014 212,850

22 Russian Federation 2014 1,500,000

27 Brazil (1/2) 2014 700,000

Nov

5 Indonesia 2014 200,000

10 Germany (2/3) 2014 9,315,000

12 Guyana 2014 2,179

14 San Marino 2014 9,970

25 Turkey 2014 250,000

Dec

3 Belgium (1/2) 2014 2,480,600

8 Belgium (2/2) 2014 15,108,090

17 Spain 2014 2,490,000

17 Estonia 2015 125,100

18 Norway (additional) 2014 3,875,206

18 Sovereign Military Order of Malta 2015 5,000

19 United Kingdom (3/3) 2014 14,089,500

19 Germany (3/3) 2014 10,291,474

23 Ireland 2015 12,212,000

Total  77,949,561 

Amounts in US$ as received by CERF between 1 October and 31 December 2014.

* Approval dates refer to dates when the fi rst and last projects within the allocation were approved 
by the Emergency Relief Coordinator. Allocations marked with an asterisk (*) have had projects 
approved before or after 1 October – 31 December 2014.
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CERF SECRETARIAT UPDATES

CERF ADVISORY GROUP UPDATE
The second Advisory Group meeting of 2014 took place in New 
York on 23 and 24 October. The group, which provides the UN 
Secretary-General with periodic policy guidance and expert advice 
on the use and impact of CERF, met with the ERC, senior offi cials 
from UNFPA and UNICEF and the Chief of CERF. Conclusions and 
recommendations from the meeting will be made available on the 
CERF website (www.unocha.org/cerf). The next CERF Advisory 
Group meeting is scheduled for May 2015 in Geneva.

HIGH-LEVEL CONFERENCE
The annual CERF High-Level Conference was held in New York on 
17 December. Thirty-nine donors pledged $418.6 million for CERF 
in 2015 – the second highest amount pledged since the CERF’s 
inception in 2006.

The total amount pledged is an increase by some $14 million 
compared to the amount pledged at last year’s event. This is due in 
large part to large increases from Germany ($6.2 million increase) and 
the Netherlands ($18.6 million increase). Belgium, Ireland, Kuwait, 
Turkey and United Arab Emirates also increased their pledges.

An additional $37.3 million was pledged for 2014 by Denmark, 
Germany, Norway and the United Kingdom which brings pledges 
for that year to $481 million – the highest ever annual amount 
pledged to CERF.

During the conference, Member States and other participants 
acknowledged CERF for its importance as part of the humanitarian 
reform process, its fl exibility and immediate impact in the fi eld. 
Attendees also noted improved management of CERF, drawing 
special attention to the timeliness and speed of allocations, and 
recent resource mobilization efforts. 

After a short fi lm about CERF-funded work in South Sudan, the 
ERC moderated a panel discussion about regional impact of 
CERF with the Deputy-Special Representative and Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan, Mr. Toby Lanzer, the 
Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, Mr. Ali Al-Za’tari, 
the Resident Representative in Uganda, Ms. Ahunna Eziakonwa-
Onochie, and the conference attendees. For more information on 
the event visit www.unocha.org/cerf/about-us/events.

TRAINING
The CERF secretariat conducted a two-day training for UN agency 
CERF focal points in Geneva on 18 and 19 November. UNHCR 
hosted the training and 11 representatives from seven UN 
agencies (FAO, OHCHR, UNDP, UNHCR, UNOPS, WFP and WHO) 
participated. New training modules focused on enhancing the 
strategic use of CERF through improved prioritization processes 
and helped clarify the roles and responsibilities involved in CERF 
applications.


