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CLIMATE CHANGE MATTERS 
 

Issue 38  September 2015 



SPREP’s Climate Change Division (CCD) is made up of three programmes: 
 
1. Adaptation;  
2. Mitigation;   
3. Policy and Science.  
 
The work of the CCD is directed by the SPREP Strategic Plan 2011-2015 based on the climate change priorities of SPREP Members and consistent with the Pacific Islands 
Framework for Action on Climate Change 2006-2015 (PIFACC) and other relevant and approved policy drivers such as the Pacific Plan and the Framework for Action on 
Disaster Risk Management.   
 
SPREP's three (broad) climate change strategic priorities for 2011-2015 are:  
 
1. Implementing adaptation measures;  
2. Improving members’ capacity, knowledge and understanding of climate change, and risk reduction;  
3. Contributing to global greenhouse gas reduction. 
 
Please visit our website at:  www.sprep.org/Climate-Change/climate-change-about-us  

 

Dr Netatua Pelesikoti 

Climate Change Division Director 

SPREP 
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Director’s Note 
 

 

 

One of the major highlights this month is 
the determination and commitment of  
Pacific Youth to make an impact in global, 
regional and national policy setting and 
actions.  
 
Enjoy your Climate Change Matters 
 
‘ofa atu,  
Neta 
 

 

 

 

 

 

About Us 

  We kindly acknowledge the following donors and partners: 

Dear Readers, 
 

 

The month of September signals that another 
cyclone season is looming close while most of 
us are still feeling the impacts of the El Nino.  
 
The stories featured this month are only a 
glimpse of what is happening in the region and 
your respective countries to build your  
capacity to develop and achieve your  
respective visions and goals.  
 
Like the stories of this month, disaster risk and 
climate change are parts of the big picture 
risks that we as small islands are  
exposed to.  
 
The stories highlight that the Pacific island 
countries and territories are facing these risks 
and challenges head on and are showing  
leadership at every level through improving  
development processes and planning,  
information management, capacity building 
and through harnessing renewable energy.  
 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/climate-change-about-us
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Dry conditions ahead for several Pacific  

islands 
 

Reduced rainfall, possibly leading to drought, is forecast for 

several Pacific islands. It is likely that there will be below normal 

rainfall for a number of countries, which could lead to drought 

conditions. These countries are Vanuatu, Fiji, New Caledonia, 

Niue, Tonga and Papua New Guinea.  
 

For the full article: Click here 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Protection of People 

 
Each year natural and climate change induced disasters  

displace tens of millions of people across the globe, mostly 
within their own country but there have been circumstances 
when people displaced by disasters have had to seek shelter by 
crossing international borders. Human mobility and cross-

border displacement is recognised as a key 

humanitarian issue in this day in age.  

 
For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPREP Meeting 2015 

 
The 26th SPREP Meeting of Officials, Pacific Environment  

Forum and Side Events will take place between the 21st and 

the 24th of September 2015 in Apia, Samoa. 

 
For more information: Click here 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/dry-conditions-ahead-for-several-pacific-islands
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/the-protection-of-people
https://www.sprep.org/sprep-meeting/26th-sprep-meeting-of-officials
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Voices of the Athletes Program empowers 
young people to protect our environment 

 
Empowering, engaging and encouraging Youth to be leaders in 

their community advocating for the environment is at the core of 

support from the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional  

Environment Programme (SPREP) to the Voices of the Athletes 

(VOA) Champions Program  

 
For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

International Youth Day Message: "It is now 
time to prove that we are worthy caretakers of 
this beautiful planet" 
 

"Youth; young people seen as a group in society, who are going 

through the period between childhood and adulthood, the  

period where you would do your most growing, the period 

where you would go through the most change and the period 

where you are at your boldest, bravest, most imaginative and 

innovative.  
 

For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

Palmerston Island Solar PV-electrification  

Project in the Cook Islands 

 
Imagine a small island, an atoll in truth that is 36 hours by fish-

ing boat from its nearest land neighbour, an island at the fore-

front of change. This small atoll is called Palmerston Island and 

it, along with all the atolls and isles in the Pacific that make up 

the Cook Islands, has taken a stance and made the decision to 

have an electricity target of 100% renewable energy by 2020. 
 

 

For the full article: Click here 

http://www.sprep.org/general-news/voices-of-the-athletes-program-empowers-young-people-to-protect-our-environment
https://www.sprep.org/general-news/international-youth-day-message
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/taking-a-chance-by-taking-a-stance-the-case-of-the-palmerston-island-solar-pv-electrification-project-in-the-cook-islands
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Strategic Program for Climate Resilience:  

Pacific Regional Track in FSM and Tuvalu  

 
Kosrae, FSM and Tuvalu were the host for several workshops 

held in June and July to help mainstream climate change and 

related disaster risks into policy, decision making and related 

budgetary processes.  

 
For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

 

 

IRENA convenes climate change mitigation  

financing meeting for SIDS 

 
The prospect of a new global climate agreement at COP21 in 

Paris creates an opportunity to accelerate an energy transition for 

small islands. SIDS Lighthouses is a UN endorsed initiative by 

IRENA to accelerate an orderly transition of SIDS energy sectors 

to renewable energy.  

 
For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

 

 

Epau village in Vanuatu starts afresh with the 
development of its Climate and Disaster  

Resilience Plan 

 
The village of Epau in Vanuatu, now has a draft Community  

Climate and Disaster Resilience Plan and an Action Plan which 

will guide development in the community.  
 

For the full article: Click here 

https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/strategic-program-for-climate-resilience-pacific-regional-track
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/irena-convenes-climate-change-mitigation-financing-meeting-for-sids
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/epau-village-in-vanuatu-starts-afresh-with-the-development-of-its-climate-and-disaster-resilience-plan


Pacific iCLIM to develop web-based tools for 

Pacific Climate Change Portal 
 

In recognition of the role that technology will play in  

addressing development challenges such as climate change, 

key stakeholders from Fiji, Tonga and Vanuatu are helping to 

identify requirements for a regional climate change  

adaptation and resilience planning decision support tool.  
 

For the full article: Click here 

 
CALENDAR - September 2015 Activities  

 
Date 

 
Location 

 
  
Kiribati First National Climate Outlook Forum (NCOF) and Climate Consultation 

  
  
01 – 02 Sept 

  
  
Kiribati 

  
Joint Coordinating Committee on the project for "Reinforcing Meteorological Training  
Function of FMS" 

  
  
02 – 03 Sept 

  
  
Fiji 

Expert Group Meeting on “Integrated Approaches for the Implementation of the SAMOA  
Pathway and the Post-2015 Development Agenda: Linkages between SIDS, Climate 
Change, and Oceans and Seas” 

  
   
02 – 03 Sept 

  
  
USA 

  
PIDF Meeting 
 

  
03 – 04 Sept 

  
Fiji 

  
 46th Pacific Islands Forum 

 
 07 – 11 Sept 

  
 PNG 

 
Writeshop for the Pacific on Climate Services 

  
07 – 11 Sept 

  
Fiji 

  
Pacific iCLIM V&A DST Scoping Mission 

  
14 – 16 Sept 

  
Tonga 

  
2nd NCOF and Climate Consultation for PNG 

  
14 – 18 Sept 

  
PNG 

  
26th SPREP Meeting and Pacific Environment Forum 

  
21 Sept 

  
Apia, Samoa 

  
 Pacific INDC Workshop 

  
 28 - 29 Sept 

  
SPREP, Samoa 

  
APAN Steering Committee Meeting 

  
30 Sept – 03 Oct 

  
Thailand 

https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/pacific-iclim-to-develop-web-based-tools-for-pacific-climate-change-portal

