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A UNHCR Community Services Assistant inquiring about the needs of IDP 

women in the Abu Zar II camp, El Geneina, West Darfur State. 

 

 

Contents: 
Khartoum Page 2 

Darfur Page 2 

Southern Sudan, Blue Nile and Abyei Page 3 

Eastern Sudan Page 4 

 

 
 



 

KHARTOUM  

 

The surprise assault on the capital by the rebel 

Justice and Equality Movement in early May 

had affected on UNHCR operations in 

Khartoum and Darfur due to the consequent 

closure of the airports for several days as well 

as restrictions on staff movement. In 

Khartoum, a curfew was imposed temporarily 

and staff movement restricted by UNDSS, with 

the effect of hindering–for UNHCR along with 

other UN agencies and NGOs–steady presence 

in the field for some weeks. 

 

UNHCR–together with other UN agencies–

supported a process of observation led by 

UNMIS Human Rights–to assess the 

consequences of the events on communities in 

the areas of Khartoum mostly affected by the 

attacks and by the subsequent security 

operations.  

 

Preparations for the transfer of Palestinian 

refugees from Iraq to Sudan 

In Khartoum, UNHCR signed a Statement of 

Principles with the Sudanese State Minister of 

Interior, Mr. Abbas Jumaa, and Ambassador 

Said Khalil El Masri of the Palestine 

Liberation Organization, regarding the 

relocation of some 1,800 Palestinians who are 

stranded between the Iraq-Syria border. The 

signing ceremony was held at the Ministry of 

Interior on 10, May 2008. By accepting to 

receive them, the Government of Sudan is 

recognising that the Palestinian refugees are 

entitled to the rights and obligations stipulated 

in the 1951 Convention relating to the status of 

refugees and its 1967 Protocol. Moreover, as 

stated in the Statement of Principles, the 

Sudanese Government, in line with the policy 

for nationals of the League of Arab States and 

the terms of the 1965 Casablanca Protocol 

which aim to facilitate the integration and self-

reliance processes of refugees, will put into 

consideration measures granting Palestinian 

refugees all relevant rights and obligations 

prescribed by applicable national laws.  Such 

measures entail the issuance of documentation 

that confirms their refugee status, and permits 

them to reside, work and access education, 

health and other services in Sudan. 

 

DARFUR 

 

Conflict-related displacement continued to be 

registered in Darfur over the month of May 

with at least 30,000 people estimated to have 

been forced from their homes mainly as a 

result of rebel in-fighting in the areas of 

Tawilla, Dafod and Marla ( North Darfur). In 

South Darfur, another 1,500 individuals and 

nearly 1,400 families were also displaced 

because of fighting.  So far this year, conflict 

forced 180,000 civilians out of their homes in 

the three states of Darfur.   

 

Chadian arrivals 

Continuous instability in eastern Chad, also 

provoked populations movement into West 

Darfur during the period under review.  For 

four consecutive months, insecurity in the Tissi 

area of Chad has led to new arrivals into the 

Um Dukhun locality, bringing the total figure 

of new asylum seekers and returnees to 6000 

since February, including 473 in May. Both the 

new Chadian asylum seekers and former 

refugees who crossed over from Tissi, cited 

general insecurity and the lack of food 

assistance as the prime reason for their flight.   

 

Among the Chadian new arrivals, 260 

individuals have expressed their intent to 

relocate to the Mukjar refugee camp already 

hosting Chadian and Central African refugees.  

UNHCR plans to organize their relocation in 

partnership with the Commission for Refugees 

(COR), the national agency responsible for 

refugees in Sudan.  

 

Insecurity 

Banditry is also rampant as carjacking 

incidents and repeated targeting of  WFP truck 

drivers   increase, forcing WFP to halve its 

food rations at the time of the hunger gap that 

runs until October.  The resulting demand for 

scarcer food in the camps and in towns is on 

the rise, pushing food prices up and further 

exacerbating the living conditions of already 

vulnerable populations.  Moreover, oil prices 

have also hiked by 50% following a strict 

control of the oil by National Security in the 

aftermath of the May assault on the Sudanese 

capital by the rebel Justice and Equality 

Movement. 

 

Assistance in the camps 

Notwithstanding the numerous security 

challenges faced by the humanitarian 

community, UNHCR is pursuing its assistance 

and coordination activities in favour of both 

refugees and IDPs.   

 

In Mukjar UNHCR is considering 

implementing a community crop production 
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program for 643 refugees, following a joint 

agricultural needs-assessment carried out with 

Triangle.  The refugee farmers expressed 

interest in such a project during the 

assessment.  FO Mukjar also distributed WFP 

monthly food ration cards to 22  Chadian and 

Central African heads of families. 

 

In Mornei, a livelihood coordination meeting 

was held in the last week of May to discuss 

plans for the upcoming distribution of seeds to 

10,000 IDP heads of households (HH) in 

Mornei, as well as tools to the same families 

and to nearby communities of Rumalia, 

Abudway  and Um Shalaya. In the latter 

location, seeds and tools distribution to1,000 

refugee HH will be carried out by Save the 

Children, while both  CONCERN and Save the 

Children will be involved in the distributions 

for IDPs in and around Mornei.  

 

Some 2140 women also benefited from the 

distribution of sanitary material in the  Mornei 

camp as part of the regular monthly assistance 

package.  Further south in the Zalingei area, 

Help Age International HAI continued with its 

eye operation campaign from 20-27 May.  

Discussions are underway to expand the 

surgery campaign to Um Shalaya camp in 

order to benefit the Chadian refugee 

population.  

 

SOUTHERN SUDAN, ABYEI AND  BLUE 

NILE STATE 

 

Abyei humanitarian situation 

An outbreak of fighting in Abeyi, one of the 

disputed areas on the North-South Sudan 

border, provoked the displacement of an 

estimated 60,000 people and led to the 

withdrawal of the few humanitarian staff in the 

area at the time.  While UNHCR does not have 

any presence in Abyei, it expressed its 

readiness to provide emergency non-food 

items as part of the overall UN relief effort, 

should such an intervention be required. In the 

aftermath of the incident, UNHCR is closely 

monitoring the situation via its South Sudan 

office in Juba. The fighting in Abyei had no 

direct effect on return of refugees as the area is 

home to very few refugees. 

Progress on return  

In May, 13,234 refugees returned from Uganda 

(7,780), Ethiopia (1,191) and Kenya (163). 

This brings the year’s total return figure to 

58,127 by the end of May thus representing a 

near 73% achievement rate against a target 

80,000 returns budgeted for in 2008.  

 

The cumulative number of returns since 

UNHCR launched the regional repatriation 

operation to South Sudan and Blue Nile State 

in 2005 stands at 286,334.  Nearly half of these 

returnees benefited from UNHCR’s assistance.  

 

The advent of the rainy season is slowing 

down returns, particularly from Ethiopia and 

Kenya.  Hence, the month of May marks the 

end of the repatriation season from Ethiopia 

through the Kurmuk-Maaban and Pagak 

corridors due to a significant degradation of 

the roads which prevents convoys from 

passing. Even the vibrant Nimule corridor for 

returns from Uganda could see most of its 

roads closed to circulation in the coming 

weeks, while the corridors leading to Kajo 

Keji, Yei and Kapoeta are nearing a halt.  

 

During the dry season, Upper Nile state (UNS) 

received 4,885 individuals from three different 

refugee camps in Ethiopia. Among them 4,555 

individuals were received from Sherkole 

refugee camp in Ethiopia to Maban County of 

Upper Nile State. Another 330 individuals 

were received from Dimma and Bonga refugee 

camps to Pagak, while a further 295 refugees 

from Kakuma Camp in Kenya have been 

received, thus bringing the total number of 

UNHCR-assisted returns to UNS in 2008 to 

5,180. An additional 97 spontaneous returnees 

have been received in the state as well.  

 

Reintegration activities 

The 26,000 strong Maaban community is in 

need of 6 permanent schools and 8 primary 

healthcare facilities in addition to 59 nine 

boreholes, according to the result of a joint 

assessment team comprising UNHCR and four 

other humanitarian organizations who had set 

out to assess the social services needs of the 

area that is home to some 4,500 repatriated 

refugees and 1,700 IDP returnees. Their 

finding also indicates that Maaban requires the 

construction of 117 family and 3 public 

latrines, as well as 4 community grinding 

mills.  UNHCR will take into account these 

needs in the implementation of its reintegration 

program designed to help returnees re-settle in 

their homes after decades of exile.  Already, 

the UNHCR office in Juba has sent a 

procurement mission to Kosti to carry out the 

sourcing of construction material to Upper 
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Nile for construction of health centres and 

primary schools in  Longichuk and Maban, in 

addition to  a social hall in Malakal. The 

procurement for these projects have an 

estimated cost of USD350,000.  

 

EASTERN SUDAN  

 

New arrivals 

New asylum seekers continued to arrive 

throughout the month of May from Eritrea, 

Somalia and Ethiopia. The trend has remained 

unchanged with no significant increase in the 

numbers or the gender composition with the 

overwhelming majority of new arrivals being 

young males.  During the reporting period  

1,596 individuals arrived: 1094 Eritreans;  447 

Somalis, and 54 Ethiopians.  This year alone, 

7,572 individuals (4763 Eritreans, 2499 

Somalis, 308 Ethiopians and 02 Djiboutians) 

entered Eastern Sudan, citing persecution or 

fear thereof as their main reason for flight.  Of 

them, 6,317 are males. 

 

As arrivals come, there is need to put in place 

proper transportation arrangements for 

movement from collection points in Kassala, 

Gedaref and Jazeera States to Shagarab camp, 

further inland. Discussions are under way with 

COR to set up such arrangements. Meanwhile, 

UNHCR has hired a private transport company 

to convoy asylum seekers from Tokar/Red Sea 

State to Shagarab.  

 

Refugee registration 

In July, 8,799 refugees were registered in 

Shagarab I, 4,535 refugees in Shagarab II and 

2,424 refugees in Shagarab III, for a 

cumulative total of 28,629 since 2 March.  

 

Child protection 

In terms of the protection of children, a child 

protection officer temporarily assigned to Es 

Showak, through the support of the Save the 

Children deployment scheme, developed 

working routines and standard operating 

procedures for the protection of separated and 

unaccompanied children. The child protection 

officer also prepared a project proposal with 

the implementing partner HAI to support 

newly arrived separated and unaccompanied 

children in Shagarab camp with food, 

accommodation and social counseling. 

 

Education and food 

Schools opened on 6th May 2008 and 

monitoring visits were conducted to check on 

enrolment, attendance, the general school 

environment and teacher's residences. Some 

schools and teachers's residence (Shagarabs, 

Kilo 26, Abuda, and Girba) need repair and a 

joint mission comprising of the various 

stakeholders (COR UNHCR, IPS) is currently 

assessing all infrastructures  and from the 

report, next course of action will be 

determined. 

 

The management of three basic schools in Um 

Gargour refugee camp has been handed over to 

Gedaref State. The same course of action is 

being pursued with Kassala, Sennar and 

Jazeera States.  Meanwhile, a bilateral 

Agreement has been concluded with the 

Gedaref State Government to extend two 

classrooms and an office in Gala el Nahal 

locality. The extended school is meant to 

benefit the refugees as well as the local 

communities living in the area. 

 

During the month of May more than 39,400 

refugees received food distribution. These are 

refugees living in the nine camps of Abuda, 

Awad Elseed, Fathelrihman, Fau5, Girba, Kilo 

7, Kilo 26, Shagarab and  Wad Sherifay.  The 

food basket was made of 13.5 kg of cereals, 

1.5kg of pulses, 9 ml of oil and 300 mg of salt 

per refugee that represent the full ration for the 

selected beneficiaries.   

 


