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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

        

OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

DEV 200200: Country 

Programme - Tanzania  

Jul 2011- 

Jun 2015 

 

2,563,045 

 

182,857,776 70,389,136 38% 

                                                               
2.8 million 

 

Multilateral 

funding, UN 

Common 

excluding CERF 

Funds, Canada, 

USA and Korea 

PRRO 200603: Food 

Assistance to Refugees 

in North-Western 

Tanzania 

Jul 2014 – 

Jun 2016 
140,000 67,910,383 40,578,723 60% 

                                                            

23.1 million 

 

Germany, UK, 

USA, ECHO CERF 

and Japan 

*January – June 2016 

Summary of WFP assistance:  

While Tanzania has a fast growing economy, the phenomenon is primarily concentrated in urban areas. A vast majority 
of Tanzanians reside in rural areas and rely on subsistence level farming, which renders them vulnerable to climatic, 
economic and seasonal shocks. WFP runs a Country Programme in food insecure areas of the country and a Refugee 
Operation in north-western Tanzania.  

Country Programme: To address short term hunger, WFP launched a Home Grown School Feeding pilot and has initiated 
the gradual process of handing over school feeding to government institutions and local communities. WFP is also working 
with the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training to develop a handover strategy and national guidelines for the 
School Meals programme. WFP’s Food Assistance for Asset Creation programme (FFA) supports populations unable to 
mitigate recurring economic, climatic or seasonal shocks. FFA activities provide food in exchange for work on building 
and rehabilitating productive assets, which in turn strengthens community resilience, reduces vulnerability and enhances 
local food access and food availability. FFA is complemented by the Korea International Cooperation Agency’s Saemaul 
Zero Hunger Communities project, which focuses on income generation and community leadership. Activities included 
building a girls dormitory for secondary students, renovating three dispensaries in Dodoma region, and providing 
quarterly trainings for communities on post-harvest management, community management and participatory leadership. 
On the nutrition front, WFP’s Supplementary Feeding Programme helps treat moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) by 
providing a monthly take home ration of fortified blended food to pregnant and nursing mothers and children under five. 
To prevent stunting, pregnant and nursing mothers and children under the age of two receive a monthly take home 
ration of Super Cereal under the Mother and Child Health and Nutrition programme. WFP's nutrition interventions are 
focused in Dodoma and Singida regions, both of which have high rates of stunting and wasting.  

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO): Since the 1970’s, Tanzania has hosted refugees who fled into 
the north-western region following unrest in neighbouring countries. In the nineties, Tanzania hosted over one million 
refugees in 12 refugee camps. Until April 2015, the Nyarugusu Refugee Camp in Kasulu district (within the Kigoma 

region) was the only remaining refugee camp, populated mainly by around 65,500 Congolese refugees. However, political 
unrest in Burundi has led to over a hundred thousand refugees fleeing to Tanzania since the end of April 2015. As a 
result, the Government of Tanzania has allocated three former camps to accommodate the new Burundian refugees, 
namely, Nduta, Karago and Mtendeli Refugee Camps. WFP assistance is the main source of food for refugees. WFP 
provides food to refugees through a general food distribution (GFD) and supplementary feeding programmes. Through 
GFD, every 28 days, a food basket of Super Cereal, pulses, vegetable oil, and salt provides refugees with their minimum 
dietary requirement of 2,100 Kcal per person per day.  
 
Market Access: WFP engages both public and private sector to support and engage smallholder famers. Public sector 
engagement is comprised of an agreement between WFP and Tanzania’s National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA), which 
provides Purchase for Progress (P4P)-supported farmers with a potentially sustainable market for their crops. WFP’s 
engagement with the private sector, under the Patient Procurement Platform (PPP) ensures that smallholder farmers are 
active members of the value chain which presents an important opportunity to assist their move away from subsistence 

WFP’s priorities in Tanzania are: 

Emergency Humanitarian Action for refugees and people who 

are unable to meet their basic food and nutrition needs due 

to disasters.  

Food Security and Nutrition Support for chronically hungry 

people living in extreme poverty, who are therefore more 

vulnerable to shocks.  

Community Investments in Food Security Support for people 

who are able to meet their basic food and nutrition needs but 

require further support to ensure their food security situation 

is sustainable.  

WFP is in the process of designing a new Country Strategy. 

WFP has been present in Tanzania since 1963.  
A WFP beneficiary takes nutritious greens from her garden 

to cook dinner for herself and her family of four. Photo © 

WFP/Tala Loubieh                                         



 

WFP Tanzania: https://www.wfp.org/countries/tanzania-united-republic-of 
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farming. The platform brings together private and public partners to offer mechanisms for smallholder farmers to receive 
the appropriate information, investment and support from seed to market. PPP plans to reach 75,000 farmers through 
pre-planting contracts with the private sector by 2017. 

United Nations Development Assistance Programme (UNDAP): WFP is part of the United Nations Development 
Assistance Programme (2011-2016), which is the business plan for the UN in Tanzania.   

OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO): WFP is part of a broader consortium of actors who provide support 
to the refugees residing in refugee camps in Tanzania. WFP works closely with UNHCR, UNFPA, UNICEF and IOM under 
the UNDAP. The Government provides overall security and camp management. WFP’s co-operating partner, the Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency, carries out General Food Distribution at Nyarugusu Refugee Camp. WFP has partnered 
with World Vision to carry to out General Food Distribution at Nduta, Mtendeli and Karago Refugee Camps. Wet feeding 
is implemented by Caritas, Tanzania Water and Environmental Sanitation and Relief to Development Society at 
Transit/Reception Centres and to new arrivals at Nduta Refugee Camps under a tripartite agreement with WFP and UNHCR. 
Tanzania Red Cross Society (TRCS) implements the Supplementary Feeding Programme at Nyarugusu Refugee Camp with 
food and human resources provided by WFP. WFP works with TRCS and UNICEF to deliver nutrition messaging to address 
barriers to proper child nutrition, such as inappropriate infant and young child feeding practices.  
 
Country Programme (CP): WFP works with several line ministries, including the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Security 
and Cooperatives, Ministry of Health, and Ministry of Education and Vocational Training. WFP also works with the Tanzania 

Food and Nutrition Centre and National Food Reserve Agency. WFP’s formal partnerships are directly with NGOs and local 
government authorities at the district (implementation) level. Under P4P, WFP established a partnership with Small 
Industries Development Organization to provide training on entrepreneurship development and time saving technologies 
that work for women. WFP also established a partnership with Yara Tanzania, a private sector company, which provides 
agronomic expertise and training related to the use of fertilizers to improve agricultural practices and production of 
smallholder farmers’ groups. Under the Saemaul Zero Hunger Communities project, WFP works with Good Neighbours 
International on income generating activities, improving community leadership, and building basic infrastructure in FFA 
communities.  

 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Tanzania is food self-sufficient at the national level. However, localised 
food deficits occur at regional, district and household levels mainly due 
to dependence on rain-fed agriculture and limited use of modern farming 
techniques. Approximately 80 percent of the population relies on 
subsistence farming. Some 28 percent of the population lives below the 
poverty line. Tanzania is classified as a Least Developed Country, 
ranking among the lowest in the Human Development Index. According 
to the National Nutrition Survey (2015), almost 35 percent of children 
under the age of five are stunted in Tanzania.  
 
Over the last three years, Tanzania’s economy has grown at the rate of 
7 percent annually, driven mainly by telecommunications, financial 
services, transport and construction. The discovery of large reserves of 
natural gas and crude oil offers promise of a new and significant revenue 
stream for the Tanzanian economy.   

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 The Patient Procurement Platform (PPP) was 
launched in Tanzania in December 2015. The 

event provided an opportunity for the various 
actors to understand PPP, particularly the 
services being provided to smallholder farmers. 

 A press conference was organised 
collaboratively with KFW and the Embassy of 
Germany to announce a contribution of EUR 14 
million to WFP to support food assistance to 
refugees in north-western Tanzania.  
 

 WFP continues to have funding shortfalls in its Country 
Programme, especially in Mother and Child Health and 

Nutrition Progamme and Food Assistance for Asset Creation 
component, whereby communities are supported to build 
resilience against climatic, seasonal and economic shocks.  

 Various parts of the country have continued to experience 
above normal rainfall as forecasted by the Tanzania 
Meteorological Agency (TMA). Some areas surrounding the 
Lake Victoria basin in the north-western parts of the country, 
as well as central and north-eastern regions, have recently 
been experiencing above normal rainfall. This has caused 
flooding, devastating the livelihoods of people and resulting 
in several deaths. The events have been linked to the El Niño 
phenomenon. 
 

https://www.wfp.org/countries/tanzania-united-republic-of

