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COUNTRY STRATEGY  

 
 
OPERATIONS                                                                                             

WFP is committed to the two strategic priorities under its 

2012-2017 Country Strategy:  

a) Enhancing Resilience and Responsiveness to Food 

Security Shocks; and 

b) Enhancing Nutritional and Social Wellbeing of 

Vulnerable people.  

 

WFP is working with the Government of Lesotho and 

partners to enhance preparedness for climate-induced 

shocks. Through its nutrition and education activities, WFP 

aims to prevent and treat undernutrition and to support the 

government in providing meals for all pre and primary 

school students. WFP also targets pregnant and nursing 

mothers and malnourished HIV and TB patients. WFP has 

been present in Lesotho since 1965. 

 

Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top Donors 

CP 200369: Country 

Programme-Lesotho 

2013-

2017 
124,000 40,713,580 

20,522,504 
50% 

3.4 million 

 

Japan, Republic 

of South Africa, 

ECHO, The 

World Bank, 

Republic of 

China and 

Russian 

Federation 

TF 200771: School 

Meals Programme-

Lesotho 

Jan 2015-

Dec 2017 

 

250,000 10,393,938 10,393,938 100% n/a 

Government of 

Lesotho 

*January – June 2016  

Summary of WFP Assistance 

Country Programme (CP 200369) 

Starting in January 2013, WFP has been implementing a five year Country Programme, comprising of three components, 
namely Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) and Nutrition and HIV. Together, 
through all components WFP reached 113,333 people in 2015.  

Under DRR activities, WFP is assisting the Government of Lesotho in reducing the impact of risks posed by climatic 
hazards on vulnerable communities. Through cash and food transfer schemes, WFP is contributing to building the ability 
of men and women to withstand shocks, improve livelihoods and achieve food security. By supporting increased food 
production, WFP contributes to the eradication of hunger and poverty. In 2015, 20,250 people were assisted.  

Through ECCD in 2015, 50,049 students in 2,053 preschools were given a morning super cereal porridge (corn soya 
blend) and an afternoon maize meal and pulses. The meals aimed to encourage enrolment of boys and girls, improve 
preparedness for primary education, enhance learning capacity and reduce undernutrition. 

To support the prevention of malnutrition in children under the age of five and malnourishment in pregnant and nursing 
mothers, TB and HIV patients, WFP provided specialised nutritious food to 43,034 people through clinics and preschools. 

The Country Programme contributes to the long-term objectives of Sustainable Development Goals 1, 2, 3 and 13; and 
is in line with all four WFP Strategic Objectives. 

 

School Meals Programme (TF 200771) 

Through a School Meals Programme, WFP is working with the Government of Lesotho in providing two meals per day to 
250,000 students in 1,173 primary schools. The food assistance aims to improve enrolment of boys and girls, enhance 
learning capacity and reduce poverty and malnutrition. The provision of a morning porridge and a maize meal with either 
fish or pulses supports the government’s education strategy of free and compulsory primary education in public schools; 
and contributes towards Lesotho’s efforts to achieve Sustainable Development Goals 1 and 4 – poverty eradication and 
the achievement of universal, quality education. 

  

 

  

       

Graduation day at Thuto-Ke-Leseli Preschool – a recipient 
of WFP food assistance. Photo © WFP/ Tsepiso Moreboli 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP works with various partners who have shown commitment to complement its operations, particularly in the hardest 

to reach areas. The World Vision International, the Lesotho Red Cross Society and Caritas Lesotho, have been key 

cooperating partners who continue working with WFP in the areas of monitoring and progress evaluation.  

The Government of Lesotho has also been a major partner in ensuring the implementation of both the School Meals and 

the Country Programme. WFP works with the Ministries of Education in School Meals, Forestry in Disaster Risk 

reduction, Health and Agriculture in Nutrition and the Prime Minister’s Office. WFP collaborates with the government 

through training, capacity building, community mobilisation, land rehabilitation and various complementary initiatives 

aimed at enhancing the impact of the projects. Both the School Meals and the Country Programme form an integral part 

of the Lesotho United Nations Development Assistance Plan (LUNDAP). 

 

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Lesotho is a lower middle-income country which has a Human 

Development Index ranking of 161 out of 188 countries. More than 

half of the 1.8 million population live below the poverty line. 

Recurring droughts and 28 percent unemployment, exacerbates 

food and nutrition insecurity. Due to frequent drought incidences, 

crop production, which is a source of livelihood for the majority of 

the 80 percent rural population, has declined and currently 

contributes only seven percent to the GDP. The 23 percent HIV 

prevalence and 33 percent stunting rates, are key factors 

contributing to the high levels of poverty. Life expectancy at birth 

is 49 years. The country has to provide care for more than 200,000 

orphans, most of whom lost their parents to AIDS.   

                                                                                                   

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION: A Lesotho delegation 
led by the minister of Education and Training attended 
the Global Child Nutrition Forum held in Cape Verde 
between 28 September and 2 October. During the 
forum, stakeholders shared experiences on how to fund 
and expand school feeding programmes linked to local 
farm production. In Lesotho, WFP is providing technical 
assistance to the government in preparation for the 
implementation of its extended local purchase pilot.  

STUDY TOUR: Between 25-31 October, WFP and 
senior government officials travelled to Ethiopia on a 
mission aimed at establishing best practices, tools and 
innovation approaches to resilience building. The 

mission gained capacity to design a comprehensive and 
well-coordinated nationally-owned safety net 
programme addressing both chronic and acute 
vulnerabilities. 

HIV and TB Support: To improve the livelihoods of 
vulnerable people on antiretroviral therapy and TB 
treatment, in December WFP procured productive 
assets for clients in the districts of Maseru, Mohale’s 
Hoek and Leribe. The assets include two over-locking 
sewing machines, 200 fruit preservation canisters, 100 
fruit and vegetable solar driers, 24 piglets and pig feed.  

The Gender Lens: WFP gained new skills through a 
Gender Mainstreaming training conducted by the 
Institute of Development Studies in December. Officials 
from the Ministries of Education and Agriculture also 
participated in the training, which imparted skills on 
how to integrate gender into programming. Following 
this training, WFP has started developing an action plan 
that will guide the inclusion of gender in all activities. 

DROUGHT: The Government of Lesotho has declared a 
state of drought emergency and appealed for food 
assistance from development partners. Lesotho is 
experiencing a strong El Niño drought that has caused 
poor rains from October to December 2015. The drought 
has disrupted crop production and continues to cause 
acute water shortages in most parts of the country. The 
Disaster Management Authority (DMA) has reported that 
over 650,000 people will need food assistance in 2016. 
Lesotho needs 584 million Maloti (USD 37 million) to 
implement relief activities outlined in its National Drought 
Response Plan.   
POLITICAL AND SECURITY: The political and security 

situation is still unstable. Opposition members of 
parliament started boycotting parliament in October to 
force the government to act on their security situation 
and ensure the return of the three exiled opposition 
concerns. Only three of the 21 soldiers detained on 
allegations of plotting mutiny against the current army 
commander were released. In December, the Southern 
Africa Development Community (SADC) Commission of 
Inquiry handed over its findings on the assassination of 
the former army commander to the Extraordinary Summit 
of the Heads of State and Government of SADC. The 
government has refused to accept the Commission’s 
report until the court case challenging its legality and 
blocking the release of findings has been finalised. 

SHORTFALLS: The Country Programme has shortfalls in 
two components: for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) WFP 
needs USD 990,900 to implement resilience building 
activities from January to June 2016. For the same 
period, WFP needs USD 1,151,910 to support nutrition 
activities.   

 

 


