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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

WFP provides food to preschool students to improve their 
preparedness for primary education and to reduce undernutrition. 
Photo © WFP/Tsitsi Matope      

 
 
OPERATIONS                                                                                  

*October-March 2016

Summary of WFP Assistance: In this quarter, WFP reached 116,967 people under the Country Programme 

(CP) components of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD), and Nutrition and 

Health. Through the School Meals Programme 250,000 primary school students received two meals per day.    

 

Country Programme: Through its Cash and Food Assistance schemes, WFP supported 20,250 people in Mafeteng and 

Mohale’s Hoek districts. This assistance encouraged communities vulnerable to shocks to participate in resilience 

building activities such as construction of dams and water tanks, creation of community gardens, planting of fruit trees, 

contour terracing and rehabilitation of gullies for the reclamation of arable land. These activities started in March 2015 

and ended in August. Under the Nutrition Component, activities being implemented since January 2015 ended on 30 

July due to lack of funding. In July, 35,343 people were reached with 299 mt of food. Activities targeted pregnant 

women and nursing mothers, children under two years of age, and vulnerable patients of HIV and tuberculosis (TB) 

treatments. In August, preschools opened for the third quarter and all the 1,173 targeted preschools received maize 

meal and pulses for lunch. Owing to a shortfall in super cereal porridge, some preschools did not receive it.  

 

School Meals Programme: In August and September, the Country Office and partners including OlympAfrica Youth 

Ambassadors programme (OYAP), Help Lesotho, and the Food and Nutrition coordinating Office in the Prime Minister’s 

Office implemented complementary activities including nutritional lectures, life skills development, hand-washing and 

sanitation in pre and primary schools. These were aimed at promoting good nutritional and hygiene practices and 

empowering the students in areas such as prevention of gender based violence, sexual offences and HIV.         

 

 

WFP is committed to the two strategic priorities under its 

2012-2017 Country Strategy:  

a) Enhancing Resilience and Responsiveness to Food 

Security Shocks; and 

b) Enhancing the Nutritional and Social Wellbeing of 

Vulnerable people.  

WFP is working with the Government of Lesotho and 

partners to enhance preparedness for climate induced 

shocks and to improve community resilience through 

activities that address the underlying causes of food 

insecurity and assist in restoring their livelihoods. Through 

its nutrition and education activities, WFP aims to prevent 

and treat undernutrition and to support the government in 

providing meals for all pre and primary school students. 

WFP particularly focuses on children under the age of five, 

pre and primary school children, pregnant women and 

nursing mothers, malnourished HIV and TB patients and 

communities affected by weather related shocks.  

WFP has been present in Lesotho since 1965. 
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of 
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(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 
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Top Donors 

CP200369 : Country 

Programme - Lesotho 

(2013-2017) 

2013 -

2017 
124,000 40,470,716 19,501,595 48% 

581,363 

 

Japan, Republic of 

South Africa, 

ECHO, The World 

Bank, Republic of 
China and Russian 

Federation 

TF200771 : School 

Meals Programme -

Lesotho (2015-2017) 

Jan 2015-

Dec 2017 

 

250,000 6,729,036h 15,513,028 100% - 

Government of 

Lesotho 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS 

WFP works closely with various partners who have shown commitment to complement its operations, particularly in the 

hardest to reach areas. World Vision International, the Lesotho Red Cross Society, and Caritas Lesotho, have been key 

cooperating partners who work with WFP in monitoring and progress evaluation.  

The Government of Lesotho has been a major partner in ensuring the implementation of both the School Meals and the 

Country Programme. WFP works closely with the Ministries of Education and Training in School Meals, Forestry, Range 

and Soil Conservation in Disaster Risk reduction, Health and Agriculture and Food Security in Nutrition. WFP collaborates 

with the government through training, capacity building, community mobilisation, land rehabilitation and various 

complementary initiatives aimed at enhancing the impact of the projects. WFP also operates closely with the 

government’s Food Management Unit which delivers food, provides storage and monitoring. The Prime Minister’s Office, 

the Food and Nutrition Coordinating Office (FNCO) and Disaster Management Authority (DMA) are also key cooperating 

partners. Both the School Meals and the Country Programme form an integral part of the Lesotho United Nations 

Development Assistance Plan (LUNDAP). 

 

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND 
Lesotho is a lower middle income country which has a Human 

Development Index ranking of 167 out of 187 countries (UNDP Human 

Development Report, 2014). More than half the 1.8 million population 

live below the poverty line. Recurring droughts, lack of diversified 

livelihoods base and a high unemployment rate of 23 percent, 

exacerbates food and nutrition insecurity.  

For years, agriculture has been one of the main sources of household 

income for the majority of the 80 percent rural population. However, 

due to droughts, crop production has deteriorated and currently it 

contributes only seven percent to the GDP, down from 20 percent in 

1983. The 23 percent HIV prevalence and 33 percent stunting rates, 

are key factors contributing to the high levels of poverty. Life 

expectancy at birth is 42. The country has to provide care for 360,000 

orphans.                                                                                                  

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

National School Feeding Policy: The Policy was 
developed and endorsed by the cabinet in July. WFP 

provided technical assistance in the formulation 
process. The Policy will provide guidelines for 
further enhancement of school feeding. 
 
Local Purchase: In August, WFP started providing 
technical assistance to the government on how to 
procure food from the local smallholder farmers. 
The support will link the school feeding programme 
to local production, help build capacity of 
smallholder farmers and enhance private sector’s 
processing capacity, in addition to reducing food 
imports for school feeding. 
 
Resilience Building: WFP has improved the 
capacity of 
20,250 people to withstand shocks in the districts of 
Mafeteng and Mohale’s Hoek through its cash and 
food assistance schemes between March and 
August. Assets created include community gardens, 
dams, water tanks, pig sties, fruit trees and silt 
traps. 
 
Loan Savings Groups: WFP supported the 
establishment of 26 savings groups comprising 363 
food insecure people in Qacha’s Nek district. All 
members of the savings groups have started income 
generating projects, which are enhancing food 
security at household level. 
 
Cost of Hunger Study: WFP collaborated with 
UNICEF and UNDP in raising USD 132,195 for the 
Cost of Hunger Study scheduled for November 
2015. The study will show the social and economic 
impact of child undernutrition in Lesotho. 

Political Situation: The political and security situation 
remains unstable following the assassination of the former 

Army commander, Lieutenant General Maaparankoe in June. 
The commission appointed by the Southern Africa 
Development Community (SADC) to investigate events leading 
to his assassination will continue until 30 November. The 
commission will provide findings and recommendations, which 
will be presented before SADC and the Government of Lesotho 
to help inform solutions aimed at ending the instability. 
 

Drought: The Lesotho Meteorological Services has reported 

Lesotho will experience one of the strongest El Nino events 

between October 2015 and March 2016. The El Nino 

phenomenon is associated with drought conditions with the 

peak expected from October to January. The Disaster 

Management Authority has convened a multi-sectoral meeting 

which recommended the activation of the first phase of the 

multi-hazard contingency plan focusing on drought. A USD 18 

million budget was recommended to assist ministries in 

implementing the Drought Mitigation and Preparedness Plan. 

The plan awaits endorsement by cabinet.  

Following the 2014/15 drought, 180,000 people are in need of 

food support until May 2016. The Government of Lesotho is 

yet to raise the USD 3.4 million needed to assist these people.         

 

Shortfalls: All components of the CP are facing shortfalls. 

Disaster Risk Reduction needs USD 990,900 to implement 

resilience building activities from January to June 2016. Under 

preschool feeding, WFP will experience a shortfall of USD 

399,720 in the same period. Nutrition activities will need USD 

2.7 million from October 2015 to June 2016. The shortfalls will 

aggravate the prevailing chronic and acute food insecurity in 

the country and could force some people to resort to negative 

coping mechanisms such as selling their livelihood assets.      

 


