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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD) 

Top Donors 

PRRO 200540: Targeted 

Food Assistance to Victims 

of Armed Conflicts and 

other Vulnerable Groups 

Jul 2013 - 

Dec 2015 

3.6 

million 
396,227,397 

272,862,877 
31% n/a 

USA, Canada, Japan, 

European Commission, 

Switzerland 

SO 200661 Strengthening 
Food Security Cluster 

Coordination in the 

Democratic Republic of 

Congo 

Mar 2014 – 

Feb 2016 
- 

 
 

2,841,886 

1,654,073 42% 

n/a 
UN Common Funds and 

Agencies (excl. CERF) 

SO 200789: Provision of 

Humanitarian Air Services 
in DRC. 

Jan 2015 - 
Dec 2015 

- 
56,290,277 30,326,381 

46% 
 

n/a 

USA, Japan, UN Common 

Funds and Agencies (excl. 
CERF), United Kingdom, 

Canada 

SO 200747: Logistics 

Cluster Coordination and 

Information Management 

in the Democratic Republic 

of Congo 

Dec 2014 – 

Nov 2016 
- 

2,325,331 
2,138,945 

 

8% 

 
n/a Multilateral contributions 

SO 200864: Emergency 
Road Repairs in Support of 

WFP Operations in the DRC 

Aug 2015 – 
July 2017 

- 
22,762,717 

2,000,000 
 

91% 
n/a - 

EMOP 200799: Critical 

Support to Populations 

Affected by the Ongoing 

Crisis in Central African 

Republic and Its Regional 
Impact 

Jan 15 – 

Dec 15 
96,300 

20,420,493 n/a n/a 
13 million 

 
- 

                                                                                                                                             *January – June 2016 

 
Summary of WFP assistance: WFP operates through a protracted relief and recovery operation (PRRO), four special 

operations (SO), and a regional Emergency Operation (EMOP) to assist CAR refugees in ex-Equateur province.  

Through the PRRO, WFP provides life-saving food assistance for internally displaced people (IDPs) and refugees in crisis-
affected areas and thereby contributes to reducing the prevalence of acute malnutrition through nutrition support and 
treatment for children aged 6-59 months and to pregnant and nursing mothers. WFP also facilitated the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of destroyed assets including feeder roads, markets, productive and social infrastructure and worked to 
increase the resilience of severely food insecure communities and enhance national capacity.  

To address the logistical challenges relating to the provision of humanitarian assistance, WFP provides a variety of logistics 
services, including aviation service for the humanitarian community (UNHAS). WFP supports the Food Security Cluster in 
coordination with food security responses to displaced people along with UN agencies, NGOs, donors and other stakeholders. 
The post-pilot phase 2015-2017 of the Purchase for Progress (P4P) programme, launched in 2014 in Bikoro (Equateur 
Province) and Kabalo (Katanga Province) territories, will be consolidated in the two provinces and expanded to the North 
and South Kivu provinces. The programme aims to revive the agricultural markets and enhance the ability of farmers' to 
connect with local and regional markets.  

WFP has aligned the main PRRO pillars (relief, recovery, resilience, and capacity development) to WFP’s corporate strategic 
objective: save lives and protect livelihoods in emergencies; support food security and nutrition; rebuild livelihoods in fragile 
settings following emergencies. All WFP projects are gender sensitive. Particular attention is placed on mitigation factors to 
reduce the risk of sexual and gender based violence. WFP contributed to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 1 
through 6 and supports the government's poverty reduction strategy (2011-2015) and the United Nations Development 
Assistance Framework (2013-2017). 

WFP is assisting 3.6 million people through an emergency relief, early 

recovery and resilience programme, primarily through food 

rations/transfers, but also through expanding food/cash-and-voucher 

based interventions. In ex-Equateur province, WFP is providing critical 

support to CAR refugees affected by the ongoing crisis in the Central African 

Republic through the Regional Emergency Operation, targeting around 

130,000 refugees. In South Kivu province, WFP is providing assistance in 

the form of cash and vouchers to approximately 19,000 Burundian refugees 

who fled their country following election-related unrest. WFP's Purchase for 

Progress (P4P) activities in Katanga and Equateur Provinces are ongoing, 

with expansion into eastern DRC. WFP provides humanitarian logistics 

support through four Special Operations: coordinates the countrywide 

Logistics Cluster; co-leads the Food Security Cluster with FAO; manages 

UNHAS; and Feeder Road Spot Repair. WFP also actively participates in the 

Nutrition, Protection and Education Cluster activities. WFP has been present 

in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) since 1973. 
WFP provides support to CAR refugees in Equateur 

province. Photo © WFP/Olivier Le Blanc 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/congo-democratic-republic
http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/projects/SOP/project/200661/2014
http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/projects/SOP/project/200661/2014
http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/projects/SOP/project/200661/2014
http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/projects/SOP/project/200661/2014
http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/projects/SOP/project/200661/2014
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
PARTNERSHIPS 
WFP works with about 90 partners; some are cooperating partners who have the responsibility to implement activities and 

others are complementary partners and they provide resources or technical expertise to help WFP achieve its goals (this includes 

UNICEF, FAO, IOM, and UNHCR). WFP also maintains a strong level of collaboration with the government in key sectors such 

as health, nutrition, agriculture and education, both at the national and province levels. The major NGOs working with WFP are 

World Vision International (WVI), which contributed expertise in relief assistance through general food/voucher distributions 

and school feeding, and CARITAS, in the same areas of work and nutrition. Oxfam GB and DIAKONIE were major partners in 

North Kivu for relief activities and Association pour le Développement Social et la Sauvegarde de l'Environnement (ADSSE) was 

a major partner for cash transfers to refugees and returnees in Equateur Province. Major nutrition partners were Cooperazione 

Internazionale (COOPI) and Lutheran World Federation (LWF). Food for Assets (FFA) and Food for Work (FFW) were 

implemented through WVI and national NGOs. Overall, 65 percent of the partners are national organisations. They add immense 

value to the operation with in-depth knowledge of the communities and local context. For cash and voucher transfers in the 

context of the PRRO, WFP successfully partners with ADSSE in Equateur (cash transfers to CAR refugees), in North Kivu through 

NGOs such as OXFAM GB, Diakonie, World Vision International and Norwegian Refugee Council and started voucher transfers 

for IDPs in Katanga’s “triangle of death” with Solidarité International. During the last quarter of 2014, WFP started mobile 

transfers in Orientale Province through a long-term agreement with VODACOM. Likewise, WFP has started mobile money 

transfers in North Kivu through the same type of arrangement with AIRTEL. This partnership is particularly important as it 

reduces transaction costs and helps respond efficiently to peoples’ needs in a timely manner. WFP also continues to implement 

a Food Transfer Agreement with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), particularly in areas in North and South 

Kivu. Nutrition activities are closely coordinated with other UN agencies and as far as possible targeted in coordination with 

UNICEF. WFP partnered with FAO, UNDP and UN-Habitat in North Kivu, to build resilience among IDPs returning to their areas 

of origin. The partnership with FAO continues in the framework of the Purchase for Progress (P4P) project and in the co-

leadership of the Food Security Cluster, market and food security analysis, and the Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) 

exercise, conducted bi-annually. The partnership with UNHCR continued in 2015 through the global WFP-UNHCR memorandum 

of understanding governing assistance to refugees and repatriating refugees.  

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
The DRC is Africa's second largest country and has a population of nearly 70 

million people. Due to its rich and fertile soil agriculture is the primary rural 
economic activity. However, the nation has a food production deficit estimated 
at 30-40 percent. Seventy percent of the population lives below the poverty 
line and lacks access to adequate food. Although rich in natural resources, 
including minerals and the world's second largest rainforest, DRC ranks 176 
out of 188 countries on the 2015 UNDP Human Development Index.  

Health and nutrition indicators highlight other areas of concern. The national 
global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate is 8 percent, with ten territories having 
GAM rates above the emergency threshold of 15 percent. Chronic malnutrition 
(stunting) is very high and stands at 43 percent. Nearly 1 million children 
under the age of five suffer from acute malnutrition (wasting) and 6 million 
children suffer from chronic malnutrition (stunting) according to the May 2014 
Demographic and Health Survey. Some 7 million people in DRC are food 
insecure. Life expectancy is an average of 50 years, thereby ranking among 
the countries with the lowest life expectancy rate globally.  

As a country plagued by decades of conflict DRC continues to be affected by 
fighting between the DRC armed forces, supported by the MONUSCO's Force 
Intervention Brigade, and some 30 armed groups, causing displacement of large portions of the population. Armed rebel groups 
continue to be particularly active in the east and have caused internal displacement of 2.8 million people since the beginning 
of the conflict in 2011. From January to June 2015, 1.5 million people fled their homes and became internally displaced. More 
than 467,000 Congolese nationals live outside the country as refugees. DRC also hosts refugees from neighbouring countries, 
particularly the Central African Republic, Burundi, and Rwanda. Currently, DRC is hosting more than 100,000 refugees from 
CAR. The ongoing instability caused by Ugandan Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) in North Kivu, the resurgence of the Lord 
Resistance Army (LRA) in Orientale province and the reluctance of Rwandan Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda 

(FDLR) in North and South Kivu to disarm and adhere to the Disarmament, Demobilization, Repatriation, Reintegration and 
Resettlement process continues to have a regional impact, threatening peace and security in the Great Lakes region and 
beyond. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 The new PRRO (200832) was approved at the WFP 

Executive Board held in November 2015. The new 
PRRO, in effect from January 2016, largely mirrors 
the previous one.  

 The results of the 13th Integrated Food Security 
Phase Classification (IPC) cycle were published in 
November. The results show that seven territories in 
four provinces are classified as phase 4 
(emergency); in addition, 6 territories are classified 
as phase 3 (crisis).  

 The Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) and 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) were released in 
November and December. According to the HNO, 7.5 
million people are in need of assistance; of these, 4.5 
million people are food insecure – a 21% decrease 
from 2015. In 2016, 3.5 million people will be 
targeted by the humanitarian community with 
requirements amounting to USD 182 million. 

 Unrest and fighting in Central African Republic (CAR) 
continues to fuel an influx of refugees into DRC. There are 
now over 105,000 CAR refugees residing in the north-
eastern provinces of DRC and the numbers are expected to 
rise. 

 The PRRO faces a USD 35 million shortfall for the January to 
June 2016 period. The Regional CAR EMOP faces a similar 
situation, with a USD 13 million shortfall for the first six 
months of 2016. Without new contributions in the next 
months, WFP’s operations will be compromised. 

 The unfolding crisis in Burundi led more than 19,000 people 
to flee their homes and find refuge in the South Kivu 
province. This is now the second refugee crisis WFP is 

responding to in DRC, further adding pressure on its limited 
resources. 

 Since the beginning of December 2015, more than 7,000 
South Sudanese refugees have arrived in Ituri province, 
making it the third recent refugee caseload in DRC. 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/congo-democratic-republic

