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Issue No. 58, covering the period 1-28 February 2010 Kathmandu, 16 March 2010 

I. HIGHLIGHTS 
• Humanitarian agencies launch the Nepal Humanitarian Transition Appeal 2010 (on 10 

March) 
• Constitutional Committee adjourns its proceedings until further notice 
• WFP has received US$8 million from DFID to food- and cash-for-assets programming  
• Disaster Risk Reduction Tool Kit rolled out to Constitutional Assembly members 

 
II. CONTEXT  

During the reporting period, the overall political and security situation of the country remained 
moderately calm in comparison with the past month. However, there was continued insecurity, 
including abductions and pressure to provide involuntary donations, in several parts of the country. 
The United Nations (UN) Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator (RC/HC) met with the Ministry of 
Finance (MoF) to review projects in the Nepal Humanitarian Transition Appeal 2010. Following 
discussions, the Government signed off on a narrow range of Cluster/Sector projects to be included 
in the 2010 Appeal. The Constitutional Committee (CC) has adjourned its proceedings until further 
notice, unable to complete the first draft of the constitution. WFP has received US$8 million from 
DFID to help feed 450,000 people for three months; funding food- and cash-for-asset programmes 
for Nepalese people suffering from severe food insecurity. Key Disaster Risk Reduction (DDR) 
stakeholders including MoHA, partners of the Disaster Preparedness European Commission 
Humanitarian Aid department (DIPECHO), United Nations Development Program (UNDP), NRCS 
and NSET Nepal joined hands to design, develop and distribute a “DRR Tool Kit”1 to inform and 
sensitize the Constituent Assembly (CA) members on disasters, risks and need to increase 
attention on frameworks to address disaster risks. 

Political Developments  

The High-Level Political Mechanism (HLPM), established on 8 January 2010 to support the peace-
process and constitution-writing, reached the decision to hold discussions on the possibility of 
power-sharing arrangements as part of a ‘package deal’, in order to set conditions for the inclusion 
of the Maoist party into Government. The ruling Communist Party of Nepal–Unified Marxist Leninist 
(UML) – having previously questioned the HLPM’s constitutional authority to address matters such 
as a potential change in government – has publicly stated is openness to a consensus government. 
Avoiding one possible stumbling block, the HLPM agreed, in principle, to set up a state-
restructuring cocursormmission to address the issue of state restructuring. The Maoist Vice-
Chairperson said the latest phase of protest programmes were cancelled as discussions are in 
progress through the HLPM. Madhesi representatives have not yet been invited into the HLPM in 
spite of a request from Prime Minister (PM) Madhav Kumar Nepal, himself a permanent HLPM 
invitee, rather than a full member. 

The Constitutional Committee (CC) has adjourned its proceedings until further notice, unable to 
complete the first draft of the constitution – due on 5 March – since only one of ten thematic 
committee reports has been approved by the Constituent Assembly (CA). Meanwhile, contentious 
issues such as state restructuring and the future form of governance remain unresolved. With 
hopes of completing the constitution-writing process within the 28 May 2010 deadline fading, the 
CA Chairperson has informally proposed opting for a scaled-down “framework constitution”, 
addressing only key issues and leaving others for a later date, to enable the promulgation of the 

                                                 
1  The DRR Tool Kit is a professionally designed information pack on disaster risk reduction, specifically designed to inform CA members 
on DRR, sensitize the policy makers on disaster issues and solicit informed involvement and leadership to strengthen DRR framework in 
Nepal. 
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new constitution within the set deadline. Representatives of the major political parties have agreed 
to discuss the proposal, and raise the issue in the HLPM. 

Vice-President (VP) Parmananda Jha’s post was reactivated after he took a fresh oath of office and 
secrecy in both Nepali and Maithili (his mother tongue) on 7 February, as provided by the seventh 
amendment to the Interim Constitution. The post had remained inactive since the Supreme Court 
ruled in September 2009 that Jha’s oath, taken in Hindi in July 2008, was unconstitutional.  

A total of 2,394 of the 4,008 disqualified personnel were discharged in a month-long process, which 
included formal ceremonies in each of the seven main Maoist army cantonment sites across the 
country. Rehabilitation support is available to all 4,008 disqualified combatants for a period of one 
year. A date of 24 March has been scheduled for the signing of a document to conclude the formal 
discharge of disqualified Maoist army personnel who did not participate in the formal ceremony and 
had self-discharged over the acceptable 2 year period. 

The Chief of Army Staff, General Chhatraman Singh Gurung, indicated to the parliament’s State 
Affairs Committee that the Army intends to begin a recruitment drive to fill 5,000 vacancies. A fresh 
recruitment drive could further to strain relations between the Maoists and the UML-led 
Government. UNMIN has reiterated its position that any new recruitment is in violation of the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). 

During the reporting period, PM Madhav Kumar Nepal publicly asserted that the Maoists had 
inflated the number of combatants in the cantonments.  There were also allegations that 
government-provided salaries for the combatants were being siphoned off to the leaders of the 
Unified Communist Party of Nepal–Maoist (UCPN-M).  Government calls for suspension of salary 
payments until re-verification could be carried out were met with threats of serious consequences 
from Maoist leaders, insisting this would be a breach of the CPA. The PM clarified that the 
Government would continue to pay salaries while considering how to refine the disbursement 
process to prevent fraud.  

The Government of Nepal formally requested UNMIN to provide detailed personal information, 
including names, addresses and photographs, of verified Maoist army personnel and also of 
disqualified dischargees in letters dated 1 February and 15 February.  Some Government officials 
also raised through the media, questions over the exact number of Maoist army personnel currently 
in the cantonments.  UNMIN has clarified to the Government that it is bound by confidentiality 
provisions of the AMAA that govern the sharing of detailed personal information related to the 
discharged disqualified Maoist army personnel.  Additionally UNMIN has clarified that it does not 
have updated information on the number of Maoist army personnel currently in cantonments nor of 
the Nepal Army and continues to request the information from both armies.  Not providing this 
information to UNMIN is in breech of the AMAA. 

To find a way forward on this issue, UNMIN convened a special meeting of the Joint Monitoring 
Coordination Committee (JMCC) on 5 March, with representation from the Nepal Army and the 
Maoist army), that oversee compliance with the AMMAA. The parties decided that the Nepal Army 
and the Maoist army would meet with the Ministry of Peace and Reconstruction (MoPR) to discuss 
this request and resolve the issue. 

Safety and Security  

According to statistics presented in Nepal Human Rights Yearbook 2010, an annual publication by 
Informal Sector Service Centre (INSEC), published on 19 February, 240 people were killed in 15 
districts of the Terai in 2009. Among them, 27 persons were killed by the state, 22 by armed groups 
and 89 persons killed by unidentified groups and one person each killed by the Youth Communist 
League (YCL) and other youth groups. According to the publication, there was no improvement in 
security situation in the Terai owing to the activities of the armed groups. Splinter group of CPN-M 
and other mushrooming underground armed groups added to the violence in the Terai.  

Following the killing of VDC Secretary Indra Bahadur Shrestha in Banke district in late January, 
the police arrested three men on suspicion of involvement on 16 February. The suspects were 
reported to have admitted their involvement with the Tarai Janatantrik Party-Madhes, the group 
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that claimed responsibility for Shrestha’s killing. According to the media, the police have intensified 
search operations following an increase in cases of intimidation and murder in the district, and an 
Armed Police Force (APF) camp will be set up in Khajura, Banke district, in an attempt to address 
the situation. According to the Local Development Officer in Banke, most district VDC Secretaries 
have now resumed their duties, after having been displaced to District Headquarters following 
Shrestha’s killing and the subsequent insecurity. A few, however, including the Betahani and Holiya 
VDC Secretaries, have not yet returned, reportedly due to having received threats. 

There is continued insecurity in different parts of the country. In the past month, 136 families in 
Dhanusa district were reported to have been displaced from their territory due to armed group 
activity and poor security. According to a police source, Janakpur has become one of the most 
unsafe places in the Terai. According to human rights organizations, a local resident in Dolpa 
district was reportedly badly beaten by a Youth Force cadre on 10 February. The person was taken 
for treatment in Kathmandu. According to media reports, three fourteen year-old boys were 
reportedly tortured while in police custody in Khilatpur VDC, Dang district. The boys were arrested 
on 21 February for their suspected involvement in a robbery. Two of them were taken for the 
treatment at the Zonal Hospital in Tulsipur. 

Pressure to provide involuntary donations continue in many parts of the country. An armed 
underground outfit called Himal Tigers has reportedly been threatening businessmen in Bardiya 
district, pressuring them for involuntary donations, media reported. The group has reportedly 
threatened that if they do not pay, they will shut their businesses. On 18 February, the Nepal Army 
(NA) defused a pressure-cooker bomb placed at a plywood factory in Ganapur village, Banke 
district. Armed groups reportedly planted the bomb in the factory to pressure business-owners to 
provide donations. In Dang district, the Federation of Nepalese Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries (FNCCI) cancelled the trade fair planned from 13 February in Ghorahi, reportedly 
because UCPN-M demanded 30% of the profits from the fair. According to media reports, UCPN-M 
is reported to be pressuring farmers in different parts of Dang district to donate a portion of their 
crops from the land that was captured by the Maoists during the war period, and subsequently 
returned after the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA).  

In the Eastern Region (ER), a cooker bomb placed in the Damak Municipality Office, Jhapa district, 
by Kirat Janabadi Worker’s Party–Bibash Bidrohi (KJWP) was defused by a NA bomb disposal 
team on 15 February. According to media reports, the Jhapa-Morang KJWP representative in- 
charge said the bomb was placed to warn the municipality of the corruption taking place there. 
However, a municipality staff member claimed that KJWP had placed bomb in retaliation for not 
providing a demanded donation of NRs. 500,000 (US$ 6,994). Also in the ER, Nepal Police (NP) 
reportedly arrested a Pallo Kirat Limbuwan National Front (PKLNF) cadre in Budhabare of Jhapa 
District while he was collecting donations from vehicles in the area. Similarly, a joint team of NP and 
APF arrested a KJWP cadre on 19 February in Damak, Jhapa District, engaging in donation-
demands and intimidation by telephone. Similarly,police arrested three cadres of Janatantrikk Terai 
Mukti Morcha (JTMM) on 20 February who had been terrorizing industrialists and business 
entrepreneurs, recurrently demanding donations in Morang district,.  

During the reporting period, there were also several cases of abductions. A Mahakali Gojuriyo 
Karate Union trainer was abducted by an unidentified group when returning home from attending a 
cultural programme in Mahendranagar, Kanchanpur district on 13 February. An employee of Nepal 
Bank Limited in Nepalgunj was reportedly abducted on 17 February from Sorhawa VDC in Bardiya 
district while he was on a field visit. On 11 February, the body of a 10-year old boy who had been 
abducted on 26 January was found in a pit in Dang district. A man admitted to the killing, reportedly 
as a vendetta against the boy's father.  

Protests 

On 15 February, the Hindu Bhimsha Ekata Parishad, the Bhimsa Unity Council, imposed a bandh 
on all FWR districts. They are reported to have a 12-point list of demands, which includes the 
declaration of Nepal as a Hindu state, and that plans for federalism be brought to an end. In Banke 
district, MWR, internally displaced peoples (IDPs) carried out a protest programme, including a 
publicity campaign from 8 to 19 February, a sit-in protest in front of the District Administrative 
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Office (DAO) on 16 February, and organized a protest rally on 21 February.  

According to a media report, in order to show its opposition to federalism, the Rastriya Jana Morcha 
(RJM) organized a march starting from Tikapur on 17 February, and set to end in Dhangadhi on 4 
March. Addressing a mass gathering in Bauniya, Kailali district, the RJM spokesperson reportedly 
stated that people should opt for revolution once again in order to protect the nation.  

Koshi Flood Victim Struggle Committee (KVSC) called a strike on 22 February in Sunsari district, 
putting forward a 19-point list of demands, including: the release of the second instalment of the 
Government’s Comprehensive Compensation Package; livelihood support to the flood affected 
people of the red zone2; and transparency of external assistance. A clash was reported between 
flood victims and police at Lauki, Sunsari district, where eight agitators and two police were injured.  

All educational institutions remained closed in nine ER districts from 22 to 24 February due to a 
strike. Federal Limbuwan Student Union (FLSU) called for a strike of educational institutions, 
demanding one of its deceased cadres – killed by police on 20 February 2009 during a student 
election in Jhapa – be declared as a martyr, and the family of the deceased compensated.  

Operational Space 

In the Far-Western Region (FWR), a number of Kailali-based groups, including Nepal Federation of 
Indigenous Nationalities (NEFIN), Tharu Welfare Assembly, Indigenous Students’ Union, Tharuhat 
Autonomous State Council and Freed Kamaiya Women’s Development Forum, have reportedly 
warned against rehabilitating those displaced by the West Seti Hydro Project in Kailali district. The 
groups issued a press statement requesting all concerned to respect ILO 169.  

According to media reports from the Mid-Western Region (MWR), a journalist in Salyan district 
received a death threat on 14 February. The Federation of Nepalese Journalists (FNJ) has issued a 
press statement demanding action against those involved. Also in the MWR, recent cases of armed 
muggings and theft in Mugu district – at least three reports in the past three weeks – has led to staff 
of organizations operating in the district being urged to take extra precautions and avoid travelling 
alone in the affected areas. 

In the ER, an unidentified group reportedly attacked the employees of Forum for Rural Women 
Agency Development (FORWARD), a NGO, in Duhabi of Sunsari district on 20 February. The 
employees were in agitation demanding an increase to their salaries. Protesting the attack, the 
employees established a road block in Duhabi, vandalized their own office and also torched a jeep 
parked at the office premises on 21 February. Also in the ER, according to media reports on 22 
February, the District Administration Office (DAO), Solukhumbu has only two members of staff - a 
Chief District Officer (CDO) and one assistant out of the allocated 15 staff-members. The remaining 
13 posts are vacant. Public service delivery has been adversely affected as a result of the lack of 
adequate staffing. 

III. CLUSTER/SECTOR UPDATES 

Nepal Humanitarian Transition Appeal 2010 

The UN’s Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator (RC/HC) met with the Ministry of Finance (MoF) 
to review projects in the Nepal Humanitarian Transition Appeal 2010. Following discussions, the 
Government signed off on a narrow range of clusters/sectors for the part of the document attached 
to the Appeal. In addition to the previously agreed upon priority areas – Food Security and 
Refugees – a number of projects related to Nutrition and Disaster-Preparedness were also 
approved. In addition, appeals submitted by UN OCHA for the Emergency Response Fund (ERF) 
and coordination activities were also agreed upon. The total appealing amount has been reduced 
from $145.2 to $123.5 million. While 46 projects have been deleted out of an original total of 66 
projects, the overall financial reduction is only 15 percent. The Appeal document, launched on 10 
March, is accepted as the document which contains the overall humanitarian strategy/plan of the 
Humanitarian Country Team in Nepal.  

                                                 
2 Red zone covers those areas classified as having been the most affected by the Koshi floods in 2008. 
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Impact of snow in mountain districts 

Snow-fall in mountain districts caused a number of incidents during the reporting period. On 10 
February, two people died and five were injured due to a snow-slide in Humla district. Heavy 
snowfall in Humla from 9 to 10 February, and again to a lesser degree from 23 to 24 February, 
caused various disturbances, such as limitations to air and land transport and the closure of 
schools and other institutions. There were also reports that nurseries of winter vegetable crops 
were destroyed. Similar interruptions due to snow-fall were also reported in districts such as Dolpa, 
Bajhang and Kalikot. 

Education 

The Education Cluster continues to collaborate with Government on multiple initiatives and is 
advocating with the Government to allocate funds for emergency activities. Several organizations 
working in the field of education are involved in the Schools as Zones of Peace (SZOP) initiative, 
helping to protect the rights of all children to education in conflict-affected districts. Following the 
identification of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) of the 20 districts in the country most 
vulnerable to emergencies, the Education Cluster has focused its preparedness activities to these 
districts, including in the identification and training of district focal points. 

The Regional Education Directorate in Doti held an Education in Emergencies meeting in 
Dhangadhi, Kailali district, from 24 to 27 February. Participants included representatives from four 
western Terai districts. The objective of the meeting was to strengthen the capacity of the relevant 
stakeholders for identifying and responding to educational needs during emergencies. Following the 
training, according to UNICEF, each district was to begin the drafting of an education-specific 
contingency plan. 

Food Security 

WFP Food-for-Work programming, which targeted 1.6 million people in 2008/09, has significantly 
reduced the portion of the total population that is highly and severely food insecure. Nevertheless, 
the food security situation in Nepal remains critical. According to WFP’s latest estimate, 3.2 million 
individuals in Nepal are moderately to severely food insecure. Following summer and winter 
droughts and a late monsoon in 2009, the country now faces a cereal deficit of up to 400,000 metric 
tons (MT). Although international food prices have reduced significantly over the past 18 months, 
prices in Nepal have continued to increase steadily. National food price inflation remains of 
significant concern and requires that the Government and the international community monitor the 
situation closely. Due to the cereal deficit and already high food prices, the Government has 
requested that WFP suspend local purchase of rice because of concerns over the cereal deficit.  

WFP has received US$8 million from DFID to help feed 450,000 people for three months; funding 
food- and cash-for-asset programmes for Nepalese people suffering from severe food insecurity. In 
December 2009, WFP was forced to cut by half its number of beneficiaries from 1.2 million to 
600,000 people due to a funding shortfall.  

According to the Regional Agriculture Directorate Office (RADO) in Doti, seven hill districts in FWR 
are in the food-deficit stage due to drought, with Darchula facing the highest deficit. Although Kailali 
and Kanchanpur – two FWR districts – both have good agriculture production and would have the 
capacity to compensate for the deficit, farmers in those districts reportedly sold their excess 
production to businessmen and others. RADO suggested that in order to mitigate food scarcity in 
hilly districts, the government needs to establish a good distribution system to provide the 
agricultural surplus to districts suffering from a deficit. 

Agriculture and Livestock  

The FAO-EU “Food Facility” project had its first Project Steering Committee (PSC) meeting on 22 
February. The PSC endorsed the amendments to the number of household beneficiaries, currently 
106,760, as well as the inclusion of a new livestock component as part of the project’s 
implementation activities. The PSC also endorsed the composition of district-level PSCs. Letters of 
Agreement have been signed with implementing partners in Kailali, Sindhuli, Darchula and Doti 
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districts. FAO has established 10 district offices country-wide 
and posted staff to monitor and coordinate field activities. FAO 
is preparing the delivery of seeds for the coming summer 
season with 309 MT of maize, 873 MT of paddy, 13 MT of 
different vegetables species including 0.08 MT of True Potato 
Seeds (TPS). Training sessions through Farmers’ Field Schools 
(FFS) are being organized in order to cover crop husbandry 
techniques for target farmers residing in Dolpa, Jumla and 
Kailkot. These training sessions will later be replicated in all 
project districts.   

Health 

The Disaster Health Working Group (DHWG) organized a two-
day workshop on 9 and 10 February 2010 in Kathmandu. The 
workshop focused on developing an emergency health Standard 
Operating Procedure (SOP) for the Ministry of Health and 
Population (MoHP). Different key areas of public health 
intervention were addressed including Reproductive Health (RH) 
and disease outbreaks. According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the draft SOP will be produced and shared 
among partners in the health sector by the end of March 2010. 
The SOP will be based on the strategic objectives identified in 
the Nepal Health Sector Plan-II (NHSP).  

A Regional Health Coordination Team (RHCT) meeting took 
place on 22 February in Nepalgunj, Banke district, discussing, amongst other things, regional health 
resource mapping and health information-management systems, and followed up on the integrated 
regional and district health sector strategy and periodic planning process. During the meeting, a 
consultant hired to map health resources presented the information system and mapping products, 
which will be finalized after consultation with the MoHP. Furthermore, the RHCT senior public 
health officer shared the progress of the health contingency plan (CP).  

As part of the joint UN team for the discharge of disqualified Maoist Army personnel, the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) provided emergency and first-aid medical services, funded by 
the UN Peace Fund. A total of 170 Maoist Army personnel (131 male and 39 female) received RH 
services, including ante and post-natal care and management of dysmenorrheal and reproductive 
tract infections. Referral services were provided in close collaboration with key stakeholders.  

With funding support from UNFPA – with the financial support of the Humanitarian Aid department 
of the European Commission (ECHO) – ADRA Nepal implemented RH camps in Salyan district in 
February. Total of 1436 persons, mostly women, benefited from the camps. 87 women were 
diagnosed with third degree uterine prolapse, 84 of whom were referred to Nepalgunj Medical 
College and Teaching Hospital (NMCTH) for immediate surgery. The Family Health Division of the 
MoHP, UNFPA and ADRA Nepal carried out a joint monitoring from 9 to 12 February 2010.  

H5N1 Influenza Pandemic Updates 

An outbreak of H5N1 avian flu has been recorded in Kaski District. The Ministry for Agriculture and 
Cooperatives (MoAC), meeting the press in Kathmandu on 3 February, stated that the flu was 
causing the death of ducks and chickens, and that Pokhara and surrounding areas have been 
placed under high alert. All six samples collected from a local poultry farm, examined at London’s 
Weybridge laboratory, tested positive for the H5N1 virus, according to the MoAC spokesperson. 
The Government has formed a committee to be headed by the MoAC, directed to take necessary 
measures to control the spread of the disease. Nepal had its first confirmed case of avian flu on 9 
January, followed by the second outbreak on 20 February 2009 in Jhapa district in the ER. Over 
23,000 chickens as well as hundreds of pigeons, ducks and parrots were culled and the outbreak 
was quickly contained during that time.  

Following the death of birds in Banke district, samples were sent to the Central Veterinary 

Figure 1: Inspection of Maize 
Seeds by FAO itself before 

dispatch (Photo: FAO) 
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laboratory in Kathmandu, to test for H5N1, this according to representatives of the Directorate of 
Animal Health. To date, the cause of death of the birds in Banke has not been confirmed. 

The DLSO of Kanchanpur district organized a one-day workshop on quarantine management and 
farmer orientation on 21 February, and another in Kailali on 23 February. The plan is to mobilize 
eight technical officers for surveillance of eight quarantine centers. The Government restricted the 
entry of poultry products from India approximately one and a half years ago, and in the early 
February they re-disseminated the circular regarding the ban of poultry products as per the source 
in DLSO.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

According to the Baitadi District Water Supply and Sanitation Office (DWSSO), the water-source of 
the Sidheshwor-Khodpe drinking water project has started drying up by 25% due to drought, before 
the NRs. 15 million (US$ 205,198) project has been launched. According to a DWSSO official, the 
project entails two schemes: 1) pumping schemes covering the district headquarters (urban areas) 
and; 2) a gravity scheme covering the four VDCs of the highlands. The project was launched in 
partnership with DWSSO and Market Management Committee Khodpe of Baitadi in 2006 and aims 
to supply drinking water from May 2010. The project is intended to meet the water requirements of 
165 households in Baitadi district.  

Media reports have highlighted the lack of clean drinking water for a community of landless 
squatters in Bachela community forest in Kanchanpur district, who were reportedly paying monthly 
fees to a neighbouring community for the maintenance of hand pumps for the use of water. 
According to the VDC Secretary, 29 households in Dharampur village have faced health problems 
due to lack of clean drinking water and sub health posts in the area. Also in the FWR, residents of 
Goseda village of Dipayal-Silgadi municipality in Doti district reportedly have no drinking-water 
facility in their village, despite repeated requests for assistance.  

UNICEF organized a workshop on water sanitation and hygiene promotion with partners from the 
MWR/FWR on 13 February in Nepalgunj, as part of a plan to roll out more comprehensive and 
better-coordinated programmes in the districts. Meeting participants reviewed last year’s diarrhoea 
outbreaks and discussed gaps, challenges and best practices. The Regional Learning Center Mid-
Western Development Region (RLC Mid-West) organized a workshop from 23 to 24 February in 
Ghorahi, Dang district, entitled “Solid Waste Management and People´s Participation”. Participants 
included the RLC Focal Persons for six municipalities in the MWR, and environmental/waste 
management section chiefs. Participants discussed how to involve local communities in waste 
management, ways of avoiding waste, how to collect and separate the waste, and how to earn 
money by selling the recyclable resources. 

Nutrition 

The Government will use a NRs. 720 million (US$ 9,849,521) allocation in the national budget to 
implement a “Child Protection Grant” in the Karnali zone districts, in view of the pervasive child 
malnutrition and poverty in these districts. The main objective of the cash-transfer programme is to 
bring about improvements to child-care in poor families, especially regarding child nutrition. The 
size of the transfer provided to each child will be NRs. 200 per month (US$ 3). Complementary 
interventions related to Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) and supplementary feeding for 
children under the age of five will also be implemented. A three-month pilot programme is due to be 
launched shortly in Humla district. In Mugu district, the District Development Committee (DDC) has 
given VDC Secretaries the guidelines for data collection.  

Protection 

A Regional consultation was held in Biratnagar on 23 February to develop Gender-Based Violence 
Standard Operating Procedures (GBVSOP), organized by the Office of Prime Minister and Council 
of Ministers with funding support from UNFPA. The workshop was attended by over 60 participants 
from government line agencies at the district level and members of civil society from six districts 
country-wide. The GBVSOP aims at standardizing the prevention and response for GBV cases 
across the country to ensure better protection of survivors and multi-sectoral coordination among 
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health, legal, protection and rehabilitation services in both development and humanitarian settings.  

On 18 February, Plan Nepal organized a stakeholders’ consultation meeting with line agency 
representatives and I/NGOs in Dhangadhi, Kailali district, regarding the second phase of their 
Kamalari3 Abolition Project (KAP). The first phase was launched in January 2005 in Dang district, 
and in the second phase, Plan will be implementing the project in Kailali, Kanchanpur and Banke 
districts, with an office in Kailali to oversee the programme. According to a survey conducted by 
Friends of Needy Children (FNC) in 2009, there are still 6,095 Kamalaris in the five westernmost 
districts of the Terai. Of them, 13% are between the ages of five and ten and 59% are between the 
ages of 11 and 15.  

Similarly, on 24 February, the Common Forum for Kamalari Liberation (CFKL), Kailali district, 
reportedly concluded its first district convention in Dhangadhi. The committee was formed to put 
pressure on the Government for proper implementation of the allocated budget for Kamalari 
rehabilitation, to start the Kamalari liberation campaign and to work as a pressure group to declare 
Kailali a Kamalari-free district. According to an unconfirmed media report, in Kanchanpur, 630 girls 
and women are reported to be working as Kamalari, and former Kamalari have launched a 
campaign to liberate those working in the district. So far, they have liberated 348, 46 of whom were 
from Daiji VDC in Kailali.  

The situation has also been insecure for women’s rights defenders. On 24 February, a woman 
human rights defender was beaten while helping rescue a victim of domestic violence from her 
house in Daijee VDC. The defender was referred to Mahakali Zonal Hospital for treatment. A family 
in Mahottari district reportedly killed a woman on 23 February, alleging that she did not bring 
sufficient dowry. Police arrested the father-in-law and mother-in-law of victim. However, her 
husband and sister-in-law have been absconding. According to local media reports, the victim 
married last year on condition that the victim’s father will give NRs. 125,000 (US$1699.52) cash 
and some utensils as dowry. 

Shelter 

The UNDP-funded resettlement project for 234 households rendered landless from the 2008 Koshi 
flood is ongoing. Initially due to be completed in March, UNDP has extended the operational period 
until the end of June. A core low-cost shelter unit, of bamboo structure, with CGI roofing, sheet and 
a 60-cm plastered plinth was endorsed by the DDRC for construction, using the UNDP funds. 
Finishing work, including the plastering of walls and floors, purchasing of doors and window 
shutters, are the responsibility of the households selected for the support.  

Disaster Preparedness 

Increasing efforts have been made to address disasters in Nepal – a country identified as a global 
hot-spot for disasters – through appropriate mechanisms. One of the key measures, identified by 
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) stakeholders, is to inform Nepal’s policy-makers about the disaster 
context and the country preparedness situation. Therefore, key DRR stakeholders including MoHA, 
partners of the Disaster Preparedness European Commission Humanitarian Aid department 
(DIPECHO), United Nations Development Program (UNDP), NRCS and NSET Nepal joined hands 
to design, develop and distribute a “DRR Tool Kit”4 to inform and sensitize CA members on 
disasters, risks and the need to increase attention on frameworks to address disaster risk. Through 
a consultative process, the DRR Tool kit was developed and was launched on 24 February 2010 in 
an official ceremony.  

A half-day lessons-learned workshop chaired by the DDRC and facilitated by Save the Children and 
Nepal Red Cross Society was held in Dhangadhi, on 24 February. The participants noted that the 
Cluster Approach had been widely followed and implemented during the 2009 flood response. The 

                                                 
3 Kamlari are female bonded labourers. In the Kamlari system, adolescent girls from the Tharu community are sent by their families to 
work in private person’s residences to clear the debts of parents or ancestors, or as payment for using the property of a land-holder. 

4  The DRR Tool Kit is a professionally designed information pack on disaster risk reduction, specifically designed to inform CA members 
on DRR, sensitize the policy makers on disaster issues and solicit informed involvement and leadership to strengthen DRR framework in 
Nepal. 
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overall rapid response coordination effort was evaluated. Major challenges noted were in logistics, 
access to beneficiaries and assessments.  

The DDRC Dang district held a meeting on 26 February, during which general planning was 
discussed, and a nine-member task force headed by NRCS was formed to prepare an outline for an 
action plan. The District Public Health Office (DPHO) in Dang plans to develop a district-wide health 
contingency plan in March 2010. 

IV. COORDINATION 

OCHA Nepal has selected two I/NGOs to implement emergency WASH activities in districts in the 
MWR/FWR following calls for proposals for the Emergency Response Fund (ERF), to respond to 
emerging humanitarian needs and to prevent new needs from emerging. Operational-level Inter-
Agency Standing Committee (IASC) and Principal IASC meetings are being coordinated by OCHA 
at the national level on a fortnightly and monthly basis, respectively. Likewise, national level 
Contact Group Meetings (CGMs) are being organized by OCHA in Kathmandu on a monthly basis. 

Similarly, regional level Contact Group Meetings (CGMs) on a monthly basis are being coordinated 
by OCHA in Nepalgunj and in Biratnagar. The format of the meetings was recently modified to allow 
Clusters to give presentation on the main issues in their sectors. On 23 February, bi-weekly UN 
team meetings were initiated. 

UPCOMING EVENTS/ MEETINGS 

• 3 March, 2010: Kathmandu Contact Group Meeting, 10:30am – 12:00pm, UN Conference  Room 

• 4  and 18 March 2010: UNCT Meeting, 3:30 pm  – 5:00 pm, UN Conference Room 

• 10 March, 2010: Launch of the Nepal Humanitarian Transition Appeal 2010, 11:00am – 
1:00pm, UN Conference Room 

• 19 March, 2010: Operational IASC Meeting, 10:30 am – 12:00 pm, OCHA Conference Room 

• 19 April, 2010: Central Terai Contact Group Meeting, 11:00am – 12:30pm, Bara District 

• 22 March, 2010: BOGs Meeting, 3:00pm – 4:00pm, SDC Meeting Hall 

• 25 March, 2010: Principal IASC Meeting, 10:30 am – 12:00 pm, UN Conference Room 

• 25 March, 2010: Eastern Region Contact Group Meeting – 1:00pm – 2:00pm, OCHA 
Conference Room 

For more details, please visit Meeting schedules at UN Nepal Information Platform (NIP). 
http://www.un.org.np/WebCalendar/month.php 

RECENT MAPS AVAILABLE: 

OCHA IMU produced a number of mapping products, some of which are listed below and also 
available on the Nepal Information Platform (NIP) (http://www.un.org.np/). 

Nepal: Presence of Village Development Committee (VDC) Secretaries- Comparative Result of 
2008 and 2009 Survey 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/metadata.php?id=685  

Nepal: Presence of Village Development Committee (VDC) Secretaries September - December 2009 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/metadata.php?id=686  

Nepal: Reports of Security Incidents - 1 to 31 December, 2009 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/metadata.php?id=681  

Nepal: Reports of Bandhs / Blockades - 1 to 31 December, 2009 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/metadata.php?id=683  
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RECENT REPORTS AVAILABLE: 

Some of the recent reports available on NIP are listed below. 

Federalism and Constitutional Issues in Nepal: Perspectives from the Local Level 
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=567  

Government of Nepal, Ministry of Home Affairs: National Strategy for Disaster Risk Management 
2009 in Nepali Version 
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=555  

IASC Report: Guidelines for Addressing HIV in Humanitarian Settings 
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=566  

UNESCO Report: Education under Attack 2010 
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=565  

IDMC and NRC Report: Nepal Failed Implementation of IDP Policy Leaves many Unassisted 
http://www.un.org.np/reportlibrary/table_metadata.php?mid=564  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from media, UN, NGO, and other humanitarian 
partners, subject to availability of data. Although OCHA aims to confirm reports independently, occasional 
factual inaccuracies can occur. For inputs, questions or comments please contact: Rita Dhakal Jayasawal, 
National Coordination Officer on ph. 9851072938, dhakal@un.org 

Wendy Cue, Head of Office 
OCHA Nepal 

Tel. +977 (1) 5548243 
ocha-nepal@un.org 

Visit the Nepal Information Platform at http://www.un.org.np 


