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 Waves of attacks 
against civilians and 
humanitarian 
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 4.65 percent 
increase in the 
number of IDPs as 
insecurity and 
Human Rights 
violations persist 
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response 
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# of  IDPs 

 
470,000  

# of refugees 
outside the country  

453,500 

Population  in need 
of  aid 

2,7 M 

Population affected 
by food insecurity 

1,5 M 

  

613 million  
requested (US$) 

 

52% funded 
 

For more information, 
please visit 
www.unocha.org/car or 
www.humanitarianrespon
se.info/fr/operations/centr
al-african-republic/ or 

www.twitter.com/OCHA_
CAR 

 

Grappling with recurrent violence 
Since the outbreak of violence on 26 September that left at least 90 people dead and 
more than 50,000 displaced in the capital Bangui, the Central African Republic (CAR) has  
been hit by waves of attacks targeting civilians, including displaced people and  
humanitarian organizations. 
 
Persistent attacks and the prevailing insecurity countrywide is the root cause of the 
ongoing recurrent population displacement. During the month of December, the provinces 
of Nana Mambéré, Ouham, Kaga Bandoro, Ouaka and Ombella M’poko were marred by 
attacks and threats. 
 
Civilians continue to bear the brunt of the majority of war crimes, human rights violations 
and abuses committed by armed groups. These include killings, hostage-taking, torture 
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, as well as sexual and 
gender-based violence and restrictions of the freedom of movement. 

 
 
On 3 December an armed group attacked an IDP site in Ngakobo locality in the central 
Bambari province, killing eight displaced people and wounding several others. Clashes 
between armed groups near Bouar, Nana-Mambéré province, led to population 
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movement. On 14 December an estimated 6,500 residents of Yelewa sought refuge 
around the MINUSCA compound and the Baptist church as a preventive measure 
prompted by fear of further attacks. Some of the displaced spent the night at the sites and 
return to their homes during the day. Healthcare, water, hygiene and sanitation are the 
main needs.  
 
On 13 December, gunshots provoked panic within IDP sites in Batangafo, Ouham 
province. Following this incident the alternative site hosting about 7,000 displaced people, 
was completely emptied as the residents fled the area. The IDPs found refuge in the 
hospital operated by MSF-Spain, the DRC compound and the MINUSCA military base. 
The same day, about 536 households within communities at risk of attacks countrywide 
arrived in Maloum, 55km from Bambari Ouaka province. The majority of these IDPs fled 
as a preventive measure; most of whom are originally from Sibut (Kemo Province). 
 

Peaceful elections  
 
On December 30, CAR held key presidential and parliamentary elections under tight 
security, hoping to reunite the country after three years of violence that has displaced 
hundreds of thousands of people. Voting remained peaceful throughout the day with 
voters waiting long lines at polling stations throughout the country, even though some 
logistical issues were reported. Observers anticipate that a second round will prove 
necessary in the presidential race and expect it to be held by January 31. 
 
In a referendum on December 13 voters overwhelmingly approved a new Constitution, 
clearing the way for the elections and raising hopes for lasting peace. The casualties 
following the referendum votes consisted of 30 people injured either by gunshots or 
grenades. The elections are hoped to restore democratic order and help the country 
rebuild from the current crisis that was triggered by the March 2013 ouster of President 
François Bozizé.   
 
In terms of preparedness, a contingency plan for the elections period has been 
developed including planning assumptions, scenarios and supplies pre-positioning for a 6 
months’ frame. 
 
 

Direct attacks against humanitarian organizations increase     
 
Since the beginning of 2015, more than 200 attacks have been perpetrated against 

humanitarian organizations, 
hindering safe access to the 
people in need of immediate 
assistance, with an increasing 
stable trend in the past several 
months.  
 
On 9 December, over twenty staff 
members of international NGOs 
were unlawfully detained in 
Bossangoa, Ouham Province.  
During the same week eight 
vehicles of three international 
NGOs travelling on the same axis 
were confiscated in Benzambé 
town by armed groups who stole 
equipment and personal 

belongings. Consequently, one of the affected NGOs temporarily suspended its activities 
in the Bossangoa and Bouar regions, where many armed groups are present.   
 

March 2015. Bambari, CAR. Displaced family poses in front of their tent 
by Sangaris site. Source: OCHA/Gemma Cortes  
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. 
The 
humanitarian 
community is 
sending a clear 
message to the 
people affected 
that they are not 
alone and have 
not been 
forgotten. 
 

Similarly on 9 December, three staff members of an international NGO travelling in the 
organization’s vehicle were stopped by an armed group in PK9, along Bangui’s southern 
exit road, and had their personal belongings and money stolen.  
 
Furthermore, on 7 December, the cargo of a truck transporting humanitarian supplies 
consisting of food items to a school was intercepted and stolen by armed elements in 
Ngouvota village, Nana-Gribizi Province.  
 
In an even more concerning incident that took place on 02 December, staff members of a 
national humanitarian organization were attacked in Moukassa, in Bangui’s 3

rd
 district. 

The organization’s vehicle was stopped by armed elements who took two humanitarian 
staff and a driver hostage for over two hours. The assailants threatened their lives and 
seized their personal belongings.  
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. Aurélien A. Agbénonci strongly condemned these 
recurrent direct attacks on humanitarian organizations and reiterated his call for the 
protection of civilians and the safeguard of humanitarian aid workers during the electoral 
period. “I was very disappointed to learn about the recent direct attack by armed groups 
on three humanitarian organizations. Humanitarian workers are here to provide life-saving 
assistance and to alleviate the suffering of people affected by the crisis. That is our 
fundamental objective in this country and our operations are guided by the humanitarian 
principles of humanity, neutrality, independence and impartiality. I therefore urge all 
parties to the conflict to ensure the protection of civilians to respect humanitarian workers 
in compliance with International Humanitarian Law” said Mr. Agbénonci. 
 
 

The Neighborhood Approach – Communicating 
with affected communities 

 
In response to the needs of people affected in Bangui’s 2

nd
, 3

rd
, 5

th
, 6

th
 and 8

th
 

neighborhood following renewed violence in September and October, a coordination and 
communication platform was set-up to foster dialogue with the residents.  As a result of 
persisting inter-communal crisis in CAR, the 3

rd
 district is one of the seven communities at 

risk and it hosts over 26,000 people trapped in a midst of regular uproar violence.  
 
Countrywide, an estimated 
36,000 people from minority 
groups are trapped in areas, 
exposed to a potential high risk 
of a degeneration of the situation 
which could led to new waves of 
displacement. These vulnerable 
communities are often targeted 
by armed groups and subjected 
to grave human rights violations, 
physical attacks, violence, looting 
and the burning of properties. 
 
With the main aim of providing 
effective assistance to residents 
of Bangui’s 3

rd
 district and 

surroundings affected by the recent crisis, a platform was established to ensure the 
identification of priority needs and to coordinate response to the people affected. This 
platform is facilitated by operational partners evolving in these areas. 

 
 
 
 

December 29, 2015. Bangui, CAR, ICC field visit to 5th district.  Source: 
OCHA/Gemma Cortes 
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‘Give a man a 
fish, he will eat 
one day. Teach 
him to fish; you 
will feed him for 
life’.  
 

Giving a voice to the voiceless 
 

Faced with persisting fear of attacks and the deprived of their freedom of movement, the 
communities at risk feel neglected and abandoned. By setting-up this platform, the 
humanitarian community is sending a clear message to the people affected that they are 
not alone and have not been forgotten. Initial consultations are held with community 
leaders to identify the needs and constraints of the community members. This will guide 
the activities implemented by humanitarian actors since assistance will be tailored to suit 
the needs of the people affected. These consultations will also enable advocacy 
whenever necessary.  
 
Subsequently, the humanitarian community will be able to develop an early recovery 
strategy based on the orientations expressed by the affected communities. Consultations 
have already been organized in the 3

rd
, 6

th 
and 5

th
 districts under the leadership of 

Mayors.  A broad spectrum of community leaders attended the meetings, with a strong 
presence of women and youth leaders. Prior to the general meetings, guidance and a 
standard questionnaire are shared with the communities to gather multi-sectorial 
information. This enables a more coherent approach to the consultation process. The 
responses are consolidated, analyzed and discussed within a restricted group of 
humanitarian partners and in close collaboration with the Protection cluster. 
 
During meetings with the communities, discussions are based on the people’s perception, 
concerns pertaining to the ongoing crisis and proposed solutions to their identified 
problems.  Meetings are held at least once per week and the information collected is 
shared with the humanitarian community in CAR, particularly the humanitarian country 
team to enable advocacy and strategic decision making.  
 

Fish farming to fight food insecurity 
“Give a man a fish, he will eat one day; teach him to fish and you feed him for life."  
  
Funded by the OCHA-managed Common Humanitarian Fund, COOPI (Cooperazione 
Internazionale) leads in the sub-prefectures of Ippy and Bria a 9-month  fish farm project 
aiming to improve food security, social cohesion and resilience of the people of Haute 
Kotto and Ouaka provinces. Eighty 
households benefit from three sites 
for fish farming. The establishment 
of community vegetable plots 
allows more than a thousand 
women to improve the diet of their 
families and develop their social 
positions. Moreover the 
organization of awareness 
sessions to 2,500 children will 
allow learning of correct feeding 
practices and improve diet habits. 
                                        
"These regions were exposed to 
consecutive crises which have 

helped to aggravate the 
vulnerability of the local and 
displaced populations. The violence that erupted in the capital in September 2015 
continue to make life difficult in Bangui, forcing many families to leave their homes and 
take refuge in villages and in the bush" says Fabio Castronovo, COOPI Project Manager 
in Bria. "The violence and conflict, the high concentration of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs), the pressure on local populations, the lack of livelihood require an urgent 
intervention to limit the risks and the negative impact of the socio-economic fabric of the 
region." 
 

November 2015. Women  building ponds in Ippy. Source: COOPI 

https://secure.globalproblems-globalsolutions.org/site/Donation2%3bjsessionid=8429564822929F5BD0923A4294C4A06E.app243a?df_id=7642&7642.donation=form1
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“Nothing bring 
much joy to our 
hearts as 
making a real 
difference in 
people’s lives 
and helping the 
ones who need 
help,” Rosalie 
helps survivors 
of GBV. 
 

The project is a logic continuation of a food security emergency project that focused on 
the production and storage of foodstuffs, in order to ensure populations of Ippy and Bria 
availability of food throughout the growing season since 2014. The project provides for 
actions for capacity building of beneficiaries, diversification and protection of their 
livelihoods. The project will strengthen the capital of the fish farmers, protect their means 
of fish production and restore activities suspended or weakened by conflict. 
 
"For two months now, we are building ponds. Men and women, Muslims and Christians 
work side by side. Once the ponds and fields are ready, we will contact groups of 
farmers" tells Christiane, the president of one of the beneficiary groups. 
 
Indeed, the project is an example of peaceful coexistence between communities in a 
country struggling to regain internal cohesion: it is not just religious conflict but also the 
rivalry between pastoralists and farmers, between nomads and sedentary, which can 
compromise the villages peace. For this reason, COOPI is committed to support forms of 
mutual aid between communities to build a greater and more peaceful coexistence. 

Meet three of the country’s humanitarian 
heroes 
They say that in times of crisis we should “look for the helpers.” Beyond the on-going 
conflict and chronic poverty commonly associated with the Central African Republic 
(CAR), the country is full of humanitarian heroes. You will recognize them at their 
relentless willingness to risk their lives to help others, and their unyielding love for their 
jobs whether they are cleaning latrines in camps for displaced supporting survivors of 
gender-based violence (GBV), or helping children separated from their parents. These 
are their stories. 
 
Prisca Yongoro 

 
Twenty-seven-year-old Prisca, mother of two, 
coordinates the cleaning of latrines in Saint 
Sauveur, one of sites for displaced persons in 
Bangui the capital of CAR. Her family has 
been displaced since December 2013 when 
an outbreak of violence hit the country. She 
says her husband ended up leaving them and 
cleaning latrines is how she provides for her 
children. But not only: “This is my way of 
providing assistance to those who need it and 

ease suffering of people by providing them with 
clean toilets.” 
Her wish for the coming year? “That all displaced people in my country can return home 
and security is restored”, she said. 
 
Remy Djamous 
                                                                          
Remy, 30, is a coordinator for CEPED 
(Centre de promotion et defense de droits 
des enfants), a local NGO that supports GBV 
survivors and separated children, by 
providing them with school kits and helping 
them get back to school. 
“It gives me a lot of satisfaction to help the 
defenseless. I grew up without a father so I 
really understand their suffering. After having 
worked with separated children, I cannot help 

but want to ensure their well-being. These 

Prisca Yongoro. Source: OCHA/Virginie Bero 

Remy Djamous. Source: CEPED 
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children are a part of me. I want them to know that they can be loved by other people. I 
am like a father to them,” he said. 
 
Rosalie Yada 

 
Rosalie and her team provide counseling to 
women and children survivors of GBV, as 
well as pregnant women in several displaced 
sites in Bangui.  
“I want them to know that nothing brings as 
much joy to our hearts as making a real 
difference in people’s lives and helping the 
ones who need help,” she said, “even if all 
they need is for someone to listen.” Over the 
past months, the number of GBV cases has 
skyrocketed–from 825 in August to 6,685 in 

October–due to the wave of violence that took place in and around the capital last fall. 
 

Funding situation overview  
Only 52 per cent of the requested funding received in 2015  
 
As of 28 December, the 2015 humanitarian appeal has received US$319,9 million in 
funding. This represents a shortcoming of 48 per cent of the total funding requirements 
outlined in the 2015 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP). Despite a steady increase in 
contributions over the last few months, this low funding rate jeopardizes the 
implementation of critical humanitarian activities. The top three HRP donors are the 
United States of America (24,9 per cent), the European Union (13,5 per cent) and the 
United Kingdom (8.8 per cent). 
 

Portrait of a local organization  
 
Nda (Transparency in Goula language) is a national NGO working in the humanitarian 
sector, particularly on food security, child protection and agro pastoral activities.  
 
Nda has been operational since 2008; implementing projects in the following sectors and 
areas: Child protection in Bambari and Grimari (Ouaka province), in Mobaye, Alindao and 
Kembe (Basse Kotto province), 
in Bangassou (Mboumou 
Province) and Birao and 
Ouanda-Djalle (Vakaga 
Province). In Bamingui 
Bangoran Province Nda 
implement agriculture activities. 
In 2015 Nda has distributed 
food to more than 52,000 
displaced people in Bambari 
and 600 in Grimari and 
contributed to the 
demobilization of more than 
800 children in Bangassou, 
Mobaye, Alindou and Grimari.                                       
 
Nda’s main technical and/or 
financial partners include: UNICEF, Triangle Generation Humanitaire, FAO and WFP.  
 

2015. Bambari, CAR. Displaced children during playing games. Source: 
NDA 

Rosalie Yada. Source: OCHA/Virginie Bero 
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This organization seeks to establish technical and financial partnerships with international 
organizations in order to implement activities in sustainable development and social 
cohesion in the regions of Ombella-Mpoko, Mongoumba, Boda, Carnot-Gadzi, of Kaga-
Bandoro, Bambari, Bossangoa, Sibut, Mobaye Boali and Bossembélé.  
 
Nda can be contacted by email at: zenbahar@live.fr. 
Phone: (+236) 75 06 11 12 and 72 05 81 57 

In brief 
 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 
 
Under OCHA leadership, the 2016 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) exercise is being 
finalized; clusters are reviewing their respective response plans and funding 
requirements. Based on assessed humanitarian needs and identified response priorities, 
humanitarian partners in CAR will be targeting 1,9 million people in need. Funding 
requirements in 2015 stand at US$565 million. The HRP complements the Government 
efforts by focusing on the provision of safety-nets for the most vulnerable communities. 
 
 
Fire engulfs two IDP sites in Bambari 
 
On 30 December a fire broke out in the PK8 makeshift site for Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) in Bambari, Ouaka prefecture. The fire gutted down 1,225 huts of the total 
1,398 of the entire site (90%). No human casualty was reported. On 22 December, a fire 
destroyed over 200 huts and injuring 15 persons in the S IDP site. Displaced families 
have lost all of their possessions - beddings, kitchen utensils, food and clothes. 
Humanitarian partners were mobilized to release immediate relief assistance (tarpaulin, 
kitchen utensils,) and food for the victims. 
 
 
IDP numbers increase countrywide 
 
According to the Population Movement Commission, the total number of IDPs increased 
to 469,307 in November from 447,487 in October (4,65% increase). The increase is due 
to security incidents in Bangui and recurrent population movements in other provinces 
caused by cycles of attacks and reprisals by armed groups and communal violence. This 
figure includes 55,189 IDPs in 30 sites in Bangui and Bimbo against 58,282 in October. 
As of December an estimated 36,000 people (primarily Muslims) at risk are stranded in 
seven different locations: Bangui PK-5 neighborhood (26,000); Boda (8,374); Carnot 
(523); Yaloke (229); Bouar (1,200); Dekoa (115) and Berberati (425).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information please contact: 

OCHA CAR: Francois Goemans, Head of Office +236 70113434, goemans@un.org; 

                     Gemma Cortes, Head of Public Information, +236 70087565, cortesg@un.org 

                     Laura Fultang, Public Information /Reports Officer, fultangl@un.org 

                    OCHA press releases are available at http://ochaonline.un.org or www.reliefweb.int. 
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