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ACHIEVEMENTS TO DATE: SEPTEMBER 2015 – 6 MAY 2016

PNG: 
AREAS OF OPERATION 

SITUATION SUMMARY: 
2015 - 2016

PROGRESS SO FAR: 
AS OF MAY 2016

 2.7 million
 Total number of people 

affected by El Nino in PNG

 822,594
 People affected by food 

and water shortages across 
11 districts

 480,000
 in Category 5 areas  

continue facing critical 
food shortages

 44,300 
 Households targetted for 

CARE’s El Nino response

 25,070
 Number of Households 

reached by CARE’s 
assistance to May

 100,280 
 People reached through 

CARE El Nino response

Simbu, Eastern Highlands, 
Morobe, Western Highlands,  
Enga and Hela

INTEGRATED DROUGHT RESILIENCE RESPONSE IN NUMBERS

5,287
Number of women and 
children who have 
received supplementary 
vaccinations

2,507
Number of children 
screened for 
malnutrition

16
Number of health 
facilities supported 
by CARE with disease 
outbreak preparedness

15,970
Number of households 
that received WASH kits 
(water containers, soap 
and water purification 
tablets)

9,100
Number of households 
received food packages

560
Number of community 
members and 
stakeholders who 
received agricultural 
recovery training
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CARE PNG – Integrated Resilience  
El Niño Response 
CARE PNG started monitoring the effects of the El Niño in May 2015 and released monthly monitoring reports on a number of drought 
impact indicators (e.g. market prices, power cuts, water cuts, rice sales, theft and remittance payments) in existing project sites 
(three districts in Eastern Highlands, Simbu and Morobe). CARE’s response to the El Niño drought commenced September 2015 when 
internal funding was mobilised to conduct a rapid assessment and WASH NFI distribution in affected locations. A scale up of response 
activities commenced in January 2016 expanding into 11 districts across four provinces. This was made possible with grants from the 
Australian Department of Aid and Trade (DFAT) and ECHO. CARE PNG is delivering a comprehensive integrated response package of 
health, nutrition, food security and agriculture recovery, WASH and disaster response training and coordination support to provincial 
and district governments in the Highlands. The goal is to build both individual and community resilience across the highlands to the 
impacts of El Niño. The components of CARE PNG El Niño response are:

Health and Nutrition
CARE PNG health professionals have worked with government and church health facilities in the delivery of vaccination top-up 
campaigns to women of reproductive age and children under five to strengthen their immunity to drought related disease. In addition, 
all children under five received Vitamin A capsules and de-worming tablets1. 

Acute malnutrition rates are poorly understood in PNG with limited routine screening and despite the high rates of chronic 
malnutrition (stunting), nutrition services are available only at provincial hospitals and have not reached district and local health 
centres. CARE initiated routine screening of all children during immunisation campaigns. Those children identified as having acute 
malnutrition were reviewed by a health professional and either referred to the local hospital (with transport costs provided) or their 
family was supported by Oxfam with the provision of a food basket for up to three months. 

At the local health facility, CARE staff have engaged and mentored local health staff in drought related disease mitigation activities, 
ensuring staff have access to National Department of Health (NDoH)/WHO outbreak protocols, tools and guidelines and conducted 
health centre facility assessments. Where possible, CARE is providing logistical support to ensure health centres have stock of essential 
medical items. From May onwards, CARE PNG will conduct health follow-up activities.

Safe Water and Hygiene Promotion
CARE’s September 2015 assessment findings found that women and children are travelling further to collect water as nearby streams 
had dried up and there were concerns over the water quality with animal and human faecal material visible on the riverbed, increasing 
the risk of water-borne diseases. One WASH Kit (two 10 litre jerry cans with 2-4 months supply of water purification tablets and a 
month supply of soap) was distributed to each household in the targeted drought affected sites. 
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Awareness raising sessions on basic hygiene promotion, including the use of water purification tablets were provided at all sites, 
accompanied by distribution of low-literacy hygiene promotion leaflets. In-depth hygiene promotion community trainings were 
conducted on topics such as safe food preparation, safe water collection and storage, handwashing and the prevention and home 
treatment of waterborne diseases. Participants included health staff and village health volunteers. Each participant learned how 
to make a simple hand washing facility and was provided with a Hygiene Promotion flipchart to facilitate further awareness during 
sessions. CARE PNG has completed health facility, school and community water source assessments in selected sites and is now 
undertaking small-scale extension/repair of existing water facilities. Water committees will be reactivated or established (50 per 
cent women) and provided with training and toolkits for the on-going maintenance of community gravity fed systems. This work is 
expected to be completed in August 2016.

Food Security 

CARE PNG have provided short-term food security through distribution the one to two month supply of tinned fish to over 9000 
households in remote highlands communities. These communities were severely affected by both drought and frost and there 
agricultural staple kaukau (sweet potato) will take six to nine months to harvest. Tinned fish was selected as a high- protein food that 
complements garden greens which are readily available.

CARE is the World Food Programme’s Field Level partner for food distributions (rice) to 21,000 households across Enga/Hela provinces 
which currently have the most impacted communities still suffering from the drought conditions given their high altitude. Those 
distributions will commence in early June 2016.

CARE and the National Agricultural Research Institute (NARI) has contextualised the current agricultural recovery training to be 
suitable for high altitude geographical areas; simplified for use in communities; and focused on women, who are predominately 
responsible for working in the gardens. Participants in CARE training will receive tools, seed packets, vines, and NARI cuttings/seeds. 
Community level multiplication plots will also be established. Community agreements negotiated and signed for the ongoing care of 
the garden and distribution of the multiplication plots to the community farmers.

 

Coordination
CARE is also supporting Provincial Government authorities in the Western Highlands, Eastern Highlands and Simbu to better 
coordinate humanitarian actors operating in their provinces. Humanitarian Disaster Response Training package that is being finalised 
with the National Disaster Committee will be rolled out to key Humanitarian stakeholders at District and Ward level in seven districts 
from July onwards.
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Innovation and Collaboration

CARE is utilising a mobile application (Kobo) for collecting and managing response data. Using this app, CARE have been able  
to create a number of project and monitoring forms which enable direct data entry onto the mobile phone which is later uploaded  
to an online database. 

In implementing its El Niño response, CARE has worked collaboratively with a wide range of stakeholders, including existing partner 
NGOs, Oxfam and the PNG Red Cross. In particular, Barola Haus Mama – a local health-based NGO has been a major support to our 
response. In addition to the health component of the response, they have also assisted in food and nutrition related response 
activities. Community Development Agency (CDA), another major partner to CARE PNG’s governance programming has also been key 
to our response efforts in Gumine District. With their assistance, CARE has successfully implemented two rounds of food distributions, 
WASH, and health responses. 

References
1.  There is low immunisations coverage for important disease in the highlands with children with NDoH reporting in 2013 that only 32%  

of children under 1 year who have received three doses of DTP-Hib-HepB (Pentavalent) vaccine, providing coverage for childhood diseases  
(NDoH 2013). Vitamin A supplementation is a protective measure reducing the severity of illness in those who are suffering from acute 
malnutrition. In PNG Vitamin A supplements are estimated to be provided to only 15% of children under five.
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ABOUT CARE
CARE works with poor communities in developing countries 
to end extreme poverty and injustice.

Our long-term aid programs provide food, clean water, 
basic healthcare and education and create opportunities 
for people to build a better future for themselves.

We also deliver emergency aid to survivors of natural 
disasters and conflict, and help people rebuild their lives.

We have 70 years’ experience in successfully fighting 
poverty, and last year we helped change the lives of  
72 million people around the world.
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