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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Aid operations are 
severely affected by 
insecurity across the 
country.  

 32,400 IDPs in Ouham 
Batangafo sub-
province, over 30,120 
at the IDP site 
(CCCM).  

 Many humanitarian 
partners opting for 
cash transfer 
programming (CTP) to 
more effectively assist 
people during longer 
periods of time. 

 A recent report warns 
that children as young 
as eight continue to be 
recruited by armed 
groups in the country. 

F IGURES 

 
# of  IDPs 

 
415,000  

# of refugees 
outside the country  

467,000 

Population  in need 
of  aid 

2,3 M 

Population affected 
by food insecurity 

2,5 M 

  

FUNDING 

531 million  
Requested for 2016 (US$) 

 

15% HRP  2016 funded 
 

For more information, 
please visit 
www.unocha.org/car or 
www.humanitarianrespon
se.info/fr/operations/centr
al-african-republic/ or 

www.twitter.com/OCHA_
CAR 

 

Flare-up of violence forces thousands to flee 
and hinders humanitarian assistance  
 
Following a period of relative calm during the elections, tensions have recently risen 
again throughout the Central African Republic (CAR), especially in the west and north-
west of the country, causing displacement and disruptions to assistance delivery. Clashes 
between anti-Balaka and ex-Séléka groups and other armed elements in the Ouham and 
Ouham-Pendé provinces, which started in late April, have prompted the displacement of 
over 30,000 people. Violence amongst ex- Séléka groups has also forced some 5,000 
Central-Africans, the vast majority women and children, into Chad. The number of people 
killed and displaced to Chad and Cameroon is expected to rise as clashes continue.  
 
Armed clashes that erupted on 19 and 20 June near the northern towns of Kaga Bandoro 
and Batangafo resulted in at least seven people killed and hundreds displaced.  
 

Unrest has also erupted 
in Bangui, where 
thousands of people 
have fled to IDP sites, 
including the site close to 
M’Poko Airport, where 
they received assistance.  
Following a temporary 
suspension, the delivery 
of urgent humanitarian 
assistance has partially 
resumed in the PK5 
enclave of the city’s third 
district.  
 
Overall, some 415,000 
Central-Africans remain 
internally displaced, while 
471,000 people are 

refugees in neighbouring countries, representing about 20 per cent of the population. 
While most of those displaced express their wish to eventually return, conditions for their 
safe, voluntary and dignified return are yet to be met, and the international community will 
have to carefully consider how to approach this issue while upholding the principle of “do 
no harm”.  
 
Aid operations are severely affected by insecurity countrywide. Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF) has come under attack several times over the last month and had two drivers killed 
in separate incidents on 18 May and 17 June, prompting MSF to temporarily suspend its 
operations in the country for three days. In May, the International NGO Safety 
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Organisation (INSO), an NGO dedicated to the safety of aid workers, registered 26 
security incidents affecting NGO operations in CAR; higher than those registered in Syria 
(24), the Democratic Republic of the Congo (12), and Afghanistan (12).  
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator a.i., Dr. Michel Yao condemned the mounting violence 
against the civilian population.  He called on all parties to respect international 
humanitarian law, to protect civilians and ensure that they can relocate safely from 
insecure areas. 
 

Batangafo: renewed clashes deepen the 

humanitarian crisis 

Located in the center of the country, in Ouham province, the Batangafo sub-province is 

an area where confrontations between armed groups are recurrent since 2013. 

The Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) cluster indicates that out of the 

32,400 IDPs present in the sub-province, over 30,120 are living at the IDP site. The 

displaced population faces difficulties on a daily base, particularly in WASH. The rainy 

season is likely to worsen the already critical humanitarian situation. Moreover, the 

presence of armed groups poses serious protection concerns.  

Since April 2016, the humanitarian community has observed pendula movements of the 

displaced population between their area of origin and IDP sites. This phenomenon is 

mainly due to the presence of armed groups in their neighborhoods that cause persistent 

insecurity and prevents IDPs and refugees from returning. Furthermore, cattle thefts and 

destruction of agricultural plots happen on a daily basis, deepening mistrust between 

communities.   

While the humanitarian community in Batangafo continues to address the chronic 

humanitarian crisis, the deepening of needs require an increase in humanitarian 

assistance, for which the support of donors is essential.  

Ensuring access to safe water for the displaced 
For nearly half a million displaced people fleeing violence in the CAR, potable water is a 
matter of life, death and dignity. This is why access to safe water is one of the most basic 
needs to take into consideration when providing relief.  
 
Less than 35 per cent of the population has access to safe water and adequate sanitation 
facilities. In most displacement sites, access to water remains a continuous need in spite 
of significant improvement brought 
about by humanitarian 
interventions over the past 
months. Sanitation is challenging 
due to insufficient latrines and 
proper waste management in 
some congested IDP sites across 
the country.  
 
The Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) cluster, led by 
UNICEF and co-facilitated by ACF, 
indicates that even in areas that 
are not affected by the conflict, 
communities continue to need 
support, with nearly one third of 

February 2016.  Bambari, CAR. People waiting to fetch 
water in Elevage IDP site. Source/Wash cluster/Serge 
Gazembeti 
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the population having no access to safe drinking water and 41 per cent of children under 
five being chronically malnourished 
 
Without safe drinking water and basic facilities for good hygiene and sanitation, these 
communities, especially children under five, are at risk of diarrhea-related diseases and 
worms. Likewise, lack of access to safe water and latrines exposes these communities, 
especially women and adolescent girls to violence from armed groups and other abusers. 
 

Partner’s response 

 
In 2016, the WASH cluster aiming at providing assistance to 1,4 million people, requires 
36,6 million dollars to implement activities benefiting, host communities and returnees 
across the country.  
 
UNICEF, ANEA, LWF, World Vision and ACF provided access to drinking water to about 
96,000 people through the implementation of 17 new drilling, rehabilitation of 163 
boreholes and the installation of 12 water sources in Nana Mambere province. More than 
88,000 people were sensitized on good hygiene practices. 
 
In Mambéré Kadei and Sangha Mbaéré provinces, PU-AMI, NRC and French Red Cross 
provided access to safe drinking water to approximately over 35,000 people, mostly IDPs 
and returnees, through water trucking, the rehabilitation of six boreholes, implementation 
of 7 new drilling and development of 8 water sources. 
 
In Ouham and Ouham Pende provinces,  UNICEF, ANEA, SODECA, DRC and ACF 
provided drinking water to more than 97,000 people through the repair of 137 water 
pumps, the completion of 12 new drilling, the production and distribution of 340 cubic 
meters of safe water per day. 
 
In Nana Gribizi province, ANEA with the support of UNICEF, IRC, NRC and ACF have 
constructed 21 wells and 3 water pumps. 53 wells were also rehabilitated. These actions 
helped cover the drinking water needs of more than 11,000 displaced people on sites and 
nearly 39,000 people outside sites. 
 
In Ouaka province, UNICEF and its partners Triangle, ANEA and CARITAS constructed 
350 latrines for women, 360 latrines for men, 266 latrines for children, 136 showers for 
women and 154 showers for men in several IDPs sites. These actions cover latrine needs 
of about 20 000 people and shower 7,700 people. In addition Triangle, ANEA and 
CARITAS dug 7 boreholes, 31 protected wells and completed the chlorination of 70 wells. 
Also 190 cubic meters of drinking water were truck delivered on IDP sites, covering the 
drinking water needs of about 67,000 people on sites and outside sites. 
 

Gaps and challenges 
 
The cluster partners working to support improved water and sanitation in CAR are facing 
drastic shortages in funding that are jeopardizing access to potable water and sanitation 
facilities being provided by partners for thousands of people.  
 
Other key challenges include access to vulnerable communities due to persistent 
insecurity, poor road conditions and the lack of infrastructures.  

Children associated with armed groups find 
new hope reintegrating into local communities 
In 2014, Romain joined an armed group. At that time he had lost his parents during the 
crisis and he was alone in the Bossangoa market. Today the boy is lucky as he is 
integrated into a War Child program to help demobilized children start a new life.  
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According to UNICEF, the number of children associated with armed forces or groups in 
CAR has more than doubled – and possibly quadrupled – since intercommunity violence 
erupted three years ago, putting them at risk of long-term psychological damage. An 
estimated 6,000 to 10,000 boys and girls are currently associated with armed groups, 
compared with around 2,500 at the beginning of the crisis. 
 
A recent report published by UNICEF warns that children as young as eight continue to 
be recruited or used by armed groups in the country. Some are forcibly conscripted while 
others are motivated to join out of poverty or are manipulated after the death of loved 
ones. They are often victims of physical, mental and sexual abuse by armed men who 
force them to kill or commit other acts of violence. 
 

Lives changed forever 
  
At night, Romain finds it hard to sleep because of the killings he has seen and the difficult 
life he had within the armed group. “I want to go back to school and find a job when I 
grow up. I still have nightmares at night, I want to live a normal life as all the other 
children,” he said.  
 
Humanitarian NGOs in partnership with United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, 
especially UNICEF, work for the demobilization and support for economic and social 
reintegration of these children. War Child UK is the international protection NGO 
accompanying these children to reintegrate into society in the north, northwest and 
central CAR. 
 
Through various activities, War Child UK works for the reintegration of children who spent 
several months within armed groups. “The identification of these children is made through 
group discussions, child-friendly spaces and awareness campaigns implemented by War 
Child and its partners with the commanders of armed groups”, said Namdenganana 
Crépin, Head of War Child UK in Bossangoa, a town 305 km from Bangui in the northern 
region of CAR. 
 
War Child UK, through these projects, works to "identify and reintegrate children 
associated with armed forces and groups as well as separated and unaccompanied 
children with their families," stated Namdenganana Crépin. 
 
In Bossangoa, 26 children associated 
with armed forces and groups -8 of 
whom are girls- and 65 unaccompanied 
children and separated children were 
identified with the OFDA funding 
(USAID). These children have all 
agreed to surrender the weapons and 
be reintegrated into their communities. 
 
War Child UK also organizes 
educational talk sessions through 
discussion groups with children. This 
psychosocial activity aims to help the 
children to forget the moments and 
experiences within armed groups and to 
consider their future with greater serenity. 
 
These children have long lived with the armed men and have agreed to be reintegrated 
into society "Some have opted for the resumption of school activities, while others want to 
undertake small professional businesses and income generating activities" added Crispin 
Namdenganana. 
 

Families trained to accommodate children 
 

Bossangoa, CAR. Children formerly associated with 
armed groups receive psychological support.  Source: 
War Child 
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War Child identifies and strengthens the capacity of parents with host families. On 17 
May, a training session was attended by 44 parents including 23 women. According to 
Namdenganana Crépin, the objective of this training was to inform host families of their 
role in the process of reintegrating children. 
 
In spite of meagre living conditions, some parents state that they are happy to accept 
separated or unaccompanied children into their families. Rosalie, aged 45, mother of 6 
children, testifies that she accepted an 11-year old child into her home with the support of 
War Child. 
 
In order to alleviate the burden on host families, War Child provides assistance with food 
and non-food items to foster families. In February, April and May, host families received 
NFI kits, clothes and food. 
 
War Child also works in partnership with local NGOs in the Ouham and Ouham Pende 
provinces, with funding from UNICEF. In Paoua, 490 children associated with armed 
groups are in the reintegration phase. In Batangafo, 178 children associated with armed 
groups are supported, and in Boguila, 349 children have been identified. Furthermore, 
395 children were identified in the city of Markounda and are in the reintegration phase. 
Over the past 2 years, War Child is implementing this activity in partnership with national 
NGOs and AFRBD Emergencia RCA. 
 
Efforts to support the reintegration of children associated with armed groups and 
vulnerable children in general is ongoing with a greater emphasis on education, 
vocational training and livelihoods while mainly focusing on the protection of children 
against all forms of physical, moral and psychological, exploitation and abuse. 

Cash transfers to address humanitarian needs 
The nature of humanitarian crises is changing. More people are in need of support and 
for longer periods of time. The situation in the CAR is no exception.  To improve the 
effectiveness of the response to the needs of affected people, many humanitarian 
partners are opting for cash transfer programming (CTP) as a new response modality to 
improve the targeting of needs and a tailored made response accordingly. It is estimated 
that cash and vouchers together have risen from less than 1 per cent in 2004 to around 6 
per cent of total humanitarian spending in 2015. Based on a recent initial stock taking 
exercise, there are over 50 identified cash based interventions in CAR. These 
interventions provide multi-sector assistance – ranging from unconditional voucher 
system for food security to cash for work to build infrastructure and during emergency 
situation to early recovery and development. Though all projects have not been 
registered as of yet, several clusters are gearing up to promote CTP.  
 
Expanding the use of CTP is analyzed as a means to encourage sustainable 

development and reduce 
dependency on emergency 
support in fragile states such as 
CAR. Cash transfers also stimulate 
local markets and support local 
producers. The interest in cash 
transfers stems in part from 
frustration with the limitations of 
humanitarian aid, which in some 
contexts is being used to meet 
chronic needs instead of acute 
needs. 
 
In order to provide better support 

to the humanitarian community, 
several initiatives were undertaken 

including the set-up of a CTP network. OCHA is working with the network and the Inter 

Boda, CAR. January 2016. Cash transfers stimulate local 
markers and support local producers. Source: 
OCHA/Gemma Cortes 
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Cluster Coordination (ICC) mechanism to get a better understanding of multi-purpose 
cash programming and what partners see as opportunities and challenges specifically to 
the CAR context. Some of the main findings include the operational challenges related to 
working in a volatile security environment and limited capacities of Mobile Network 
Operators (MNO) and Financial Service Providers (FSP), especially outside Bangui. 
Despite these difficulties, it is important to note that partners have successfully 
implemented their projects. Sharing good practices and lessons learned, and sharing 
experience and knowledge on various aspects such as assessments will help to raise the 
profile of CTP activities. 
 
Parts of OCHA’s efforts include the promotion of existing structures, expert knowledge 
and to encourage the humanitarian community to contribute to initiatives such as the 
CASH atlas. An interactive map developed by the Cash Learning Partnership (CaLP), 
allowing all actors involved in the design and implementation of CTPs to better 
understand its various uses.   
 
In order to already kick start active information sharing among the humanitarian 
community, OCHA has launched the official CTP webpage. Here partners can find 
information and tools relevant to the CAR context, which includes guidelines on how to 
ensure protection, gender and Do No Harm.  

The Humanitarian Country Team steps-up 
efforts against sexual exploitation and abuse  
Since 2014, allegations of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (SEA) against the 
population continued to increase in the CAR. In order to ensure prevention and 
commitment of the humanitarian community to fight against such violations, a code of 
conduct was established and signed on 31 March by the Humanitarian Country Team, 
consisting of UN agencies, national and international NGOs and international 
organizations. 
 
In order to raise awareness about the code, more than sixty PSEA focal points were 
trained in the first quarter of 2016. Some organizations, including UNHCR, UNFPA, 
UNICEF, IMC, and ACF, also organized SEA briefing sessions for their staff members. 
 
In addition to the efforts made to prevent incidents of sexual exploitation and abuse, 
mechanisms have been set-up to provide assistance to survivors of gender-based 
violence.  A coordinated response enables effective support to the victims while 
preserving their dignity and security.  
 

Coordinated and holistic response provided 
 
The coordinated response of UNHCR, UNICEF, UNFPA and its implementing partners in 
Dekoa is an example of such holistic responses.  A working group work was set up in 
Dekoa and supported by a Technical Task Force in Bangui. Regular weekly meetings are 
held to discuss the assistance provided to victims, its quality and the identified potential 
needs. A mapping of stakeholders in the locality was developed for the referral of victims 
to support services. This facilitates the tracking of services available, to assess and 
provide response to any identified gaps. 
 
Support to victims includes medical care, psychosocial support, to improve livelihoods, 
material assistance and legal support. Coordination ensures that the identified victims 
have immediate access to support in compliance with ethical standards; taking into 
consideration the special needs of minors when they are involved in such abuses. 
Coordination also enables victims to be accompanied during their court hearing. 
 
Coordination ensures community engagement against SEA through information sessions 
on the expected standards and conduct of humanitarian workers, complaint mechanisms, 
referral of SEA survivors and the role of families in the psychosocial support for victims. 

http://www.cash-atlas.org/
http://www.cashlearning.org/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/central-african-republic/cash-working-group
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Several information sessions with various community structures have been initiated with 
communities. 
 

Portrait of a local organization  
 
‘’La Fondation les enfants d’abord’ (FLEDA) is a national NGO, established in 2004. 
This humanitarian organization operates within the child protection and education sectors. 
It is composed of children and young people who voluntarily work for the welfare of 
children in CAR. 

FLEDA aims to: promote children’s 
rights, make children's rights a 
national concern, and involve 
children in taking decisions affecting 
them, fight against illiteracy, drugs 
and HIV. The organization also 
helps orphans and other vulnerable 
children. 
 
Over the past twelve years, FLEDA 
has implemented projects in eight 
districts of Bangui and Bimbo, 
Bossangoa (Ouham province), Bria 
(Haute-Kotto province), Bambari 
(Ouaka), Bozoum (ouham pende), 
Kaga Bandoro (Nana-Gribizi) and 
M’Baiki (Lobaye). 

 

After its inception, FLEDA implements projects within these domains: Training and 
awareness on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child; Seminars and panel 
discussions during special days, Reflection Days, radio programs called "Priority for 
Children" which hits the airwaves of Radio Notre Dame and the Voice of grace. This show 
talks about the rights of children and their protection. 
 
FLEDA has contributed towards access to safe water and building a water point in 
Bangui’s 8

th
 district. An activity carried out with the support of Mercy Corps as part of the     

''Support to vulnerable communities” project.  
 
FLEDA’s main financial and technical partners: UNICEF, Safe the Children, World Vision, 
Ministry of Social and Humanitarian Affairs and National Council for the Youth (Conseil 
National de la Jeunesse). 
 
Contact FLEDA by email: enfantdabord@gmail.com 
Telephone: (+236) 72 44 72 45 and 75 13 64 33                                        

 
Funding situation overview  
Serious underfunding undermines humanitarian operations: only 15 per 
cent of the requested funding received in 2016  
 
As of 29 June, the 2016 humanitarian appeal (US$531 million) has received only 

US$80.5 million in funding. This represents a shortcoming of 85 per cent of the total 

funding requirements outlined in the 2016 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP). This 

extremely low funding level jeopardizes the implementation of critical humanitarian 

activities, with some key implementing partners announcing or planning the withdrawal of 

life-saving operations. As per the reported figures, the top four HRP donors are the 

European Union (18 per cent), the United States of America (18 per cent), Germany (14 

Bangui, CAR. FLEDA members posing with UNICEF CAR 
Director, Mohamed Fall, during Children National Forum at 
National Assembly.  Source: FLEDA 
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per cent) and Canada (11 per cent). Partners and donors are encouraged to continue 

reporting their funding in the FTS: http://fts.unocha.org 

In brief 
Renewed violence in the north western region  

Following a recent upsurge of violence in Ngaundaye, Ouham-Pende province, many 
houses were burned and property looted. Thousands of people had to flee towards other 
villages in the country as well as to neighboring Chad and Cameroon. 

In Southern Chad, over 5,000 victims of this outbreak of violence (almost all women and 
children) have taken refuge in two villages in the sub-province of Bitoye. These people 
are in need of emergency humanitarian assistance including food assistance, shelter, 
health care, psychosocial support and protection. 

High malnutrition rates in Ouambe  
 
High rates of malnutrition have been discovered in Ouambe area in the central Basse-
Kotto province, where the global acute malnutrition rate has reached 16.7 per cent while  
acute malnutrition is at 5,9 per cent, according to a SMART survey conducted from 18 to 
22 May. UNICEF and WFP plan to provide nutrition supplies. WASH, health and food 
security clusters will also join in the response to ensure a multi-sectorial approach.  
 

Positive dialogue between Bimbo communities 
 
A positive dialogue between communities living in Dameca neighborhood about “how to 
revive their neighborhoods” was organized by OCHA,  with the collaboration of ACTED, 
ACF, UNICEF, ECHO, NRC, MINUSCA, internal security forces, government officials and 
local authorities. The dialogue agenda was composed of nine points of which the security 
issue was the most prominent. The population requested that peacekeepers set-up at 
least four check-points to reassure them. After deliberations, it was agreed that 
MINUSCA would secure the area through mobile patrols day and night.  
 
This is the eighth community dialogue that has taken place since March in Bangui. 
Various partners in this area participated in this dialogue to take stock of the views of 
communities with regards to: security operations response, housing, education, health, 
water and sanitation. This methodology reinforces the principles of humanitarian action, 
including a “Do No harm” approach.  
 

Several LRA attacks reported in Haut-Mbomou province  
 
On 13 June, suspected Lord Resistance Army elements attacked and looted Kadjemah 
village, where they reportedly abducted 17 people, including three women and two boys. 
LRA presence was also reported from 7 to 9 June on the Dembia axis, 200 km north-east 
of Rafai, leading to population displacement into the bush. Humanitarian actors are 
monitoring the situation while also assessing the number of people displaced and their 
needs.  
 
 
 
 
For further information please contact: 

OCHA CAR: Caroline Péguet, Head of Office a.i. +236 70113434, peguet@un.org; 

                     Laura Fultang, Public Information /Reporting Officer, fultangl@un.org 

       Virginie Bero, Public Information Assistant, berov@un.org  

                   

OCHA press releases are available at http://ochaonline.un.org or www.reliefweb.int. 
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