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Situation Overview: 
In the early morning of 5 December, an attack was launched in several parts 
of Bangui (Ombella Mpoko province) by groups of armed men of the so-
called ‘anti-Balaka’ militia coupled with armed men loyal to former president 
Bozize. Intensive shooting and use of heavy weapons could be heard for 
several hours and later became more sporadic. The night between 5 and 6 
December was relatively quiet (French soldiers patrolled) with only single 
shots being heard from time to time, a situation which continued during 6 
December. Door to door searches during the night prompted displacement of 
men in particular.  Both sides are committing unimaginable atrocities. The 
death toll will rise.  
 
Simultaneously, tension has been rising in other parts of the country 
including Bossangoa (Ouham province) and Damara (Ombella Mpoko 
province). In Bossangoa, the ex-Seleka retreated from town but regrouped 
and fired onto the internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the Catholic Mission 
meanwhile approximately 400 Anti-Balaka surrounded the Liberte School where Muslim IDPS are congregated.  
FOMAC is securing the School, Catholic Misison and the FOMAC base that has roughly 600 IDPs.  The Anti-
Balaka issued a warning that they will not leave until ‘all Muslims at the site are dead’.  
 
Bozoum was attacked on 6 December and in Beboua a Pastor and his son were killed by three men reported to be 
Peulhs. 
 
Estimated impact: 
The situation has resulted in about 52,000 new IDPs in Bangui alone, gathered at around 10 different sites, some 
of them churches since they are reported to be Christians. According to the imam in Bangui, most Muslim 
IDPs (number unknown) are staying with host families in town.  
 
Armed conflict in Bossangoa has led to an additional displacement of about 7,000 to 10,000 people at the Liberte 
School (2/3 of IDPs that were at the Imam’s compound moved there: UNICEF had a rapid visit and estimated that 
people keep coming). Meanwhile there are an estimated 35,000 to 40,000 IDPs at the Bossangoa Catholic 
Mission. About 150 FOMAC troops are providing protection to an estimated 7,000 Muslim IDPs who have sought 
refuge at a displacement site, School Liberte. In addition, the FOMAC is protecting its own base, where about 600 
to 1,600 IDPs are gathered, including IDPs and humanitarian staff. The FOMAC in Bossangoa are in urgent need 
of reinforcement. 
 
The Imam informed OCHA that, if the Government applies the road map and deploys police and gendarmerie, his 
community would leave the Bossangoa town since they do not trust FOMAC/MICOPAX. 
 
An estimated 300 people are reported to have been killed and several hundreds wounded in Bangui following the 
conflict. This number is expected to rise. Meanwhile in Bossangoa, 11 civilians (2 Fulani) and 9 ex-Seleka are 
reported dead in the proximity of Liberte School, 1 FOMAC, and 1 woman because she did not receive medical 
care upon arrival at the hospital disfigured (thought to be dead). While an estimated 50 to 55 injured persons 
arrived at the hospital on 6 December and 5 had medical interventions. 
 
Coordination and assessments: 
A Crisis Cell has been established consisting of IOM, UNHCR, OCHA, WHO and FAO. 
 
The Bangui airport home to some ten thousand IDPs and the Community hospital were visited to plan multi-
sectorial assessments on 7 December, security permitting. IDPs at the airport are mostly Christians scattered in a 
few buildings and in the open field. Among them were ex-FACA (national army) elements and probably some anti-
Balaka elements as well. According to the IDPs met, many of them fled towards the airport on 5 December but the 
influx grew very rapidly when the ex-Seleka started house to house searches in many parts of the town. They were 
mainly targeting men, executing many of them, cases of women and children killed were also reported. It seems 
that some neighborhoods have been emptied of residents.  
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MSF has identified the following needs: healthcare services, WASH and food assistance among IDPs in Bangui. 
 
The OCHA Civil-Military Coordinator worked from the French Crisis Center of the French Embassy, in order to 
better negotiate and coordinate the requests for military assistance by INGOs and UNDSS (in liaison with the 
Security Advisor). In Bangui, the French military patrolled the city throughout the night, particularly in areas where 
most NGOs are concentrated and the Community hospital where MSF has assembled its national medical staff and 
most patients.  
 
Following the adoption of UN Security Council’s 2127 resolution, the French military and FOMAC are scaling up in 
terms of stronger response and soon in terms of capacity which is still quite limited. 
 
An inter-cluster meeting was held on 7 December after which rapid assessment missions were deployed to 
different zones in Bangui.  
 
Response: 
So far, due to movement restrictions related to continuous shooting and insecurity in Bangui, humanitarian 
response has been provided almost exclusively by MSF, in three different locations: at the airport (MSF-Belgium), 
at the Community Hospital (MSF-France), and at the Amity Hospital (MSF-Spain). The Central African Red Cross is 
working hard to recover bodies.  
 
MSF Belgium plans to open a clinic in one of the buildings at the airport area while the ICRC plans to start water 
and sanitation services.   
 
Assistance provided by the humanitarian community in Bossangoa: 

 Latrine built. 

 Water was provided to IDP sites (water direly needed: 3,000lt distributed at FOMAC, 3,000 lt at the Liberte 
School; the Catholic Mission has a water pump).  

 Food distribution has not yet started at the Catholic Mission, although it has almost been completed at 
Liberte School. Food is however insufficient because numbers have doubled in the past 2 days. 

 
Gaps and Constraints:  
There is an urgent need for food, WASH, NFI, shelter and healthcare supplies in Bangui, since very little is 
currently available in stock. OCHA is currently mapping available stocks. 
 
Security of international staff:  
An evacuation is foreseen for 6 December from Bossangoa, with the exception of essential staff who will remain 
(including 2 OCHA staff). 

For further information, please contact:  

Amy Martin, Head of Office, martin23@un.org, Cell: +236 70 55 41 41/+236 75 55 41 41 

Laura Fultang, Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Cell: +236 70 18 80 64 
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