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Central America: Prospects for the 2014 main season cereal production mixed, 
with dry weather affecting crops in parts of Nicaragua and Honduras
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Central American countries cereal production
000 tonnes

Coarse grains Rice (paddy) Total cereals

              2012
2013  

estim.
2014  
f'cast. 2012

2013  
estim.

2014  
f'cast. 2012

2013  
estim.

2014  
f'cast.

Change: 
2014/2013 (%)

El Salvador 1 065.7 1 096.5 1 091.0 28.3 31.0 31.0 1 094.0 1 127.5 1 122.0 -0.5
Guatemala 1 733.0 1 778.2 1 792.0 31.6 32.5 33.0 1 772.6 1 818.7 1 833.0 0.8
Honduras 592.0 577.0 583.0 69.0 80.0 80.0 662.0 658.0 664.0 0.9
Nicaragua 528.5 557.5 571.0 418.5 428.1 430.0 947.0 985.6 1 001.0 1.6
TOTAL 3 919.2 4 009.2 4 037.0 547.4 571.6 574.0 4 475.6 4 589.8 4 620.0 0.7

Note: Totals and percentage changes computed from unrounded data.

Sowing of the main season 2014 cereal harvest, from 
May to June, has concluded. Weather during planting 
was generally favourable in most of the main growing 
areas of the subregion, with above-average rains in mid-
June. However, in large areas of Nicaragua and southern 
parts of Honduras, below average precipitation until 
the first dekad of July, resulted in area declines and 
localized crop losses. More rains are urgently needed 
in these areas to avoid a reduction in yield potential. 
Forecasts at the beginning of the season, that assume 
normal secondary crop seasons to be planted from 
August, point to a 2014 subregional aggregate cereal 
production of 4.6 million tonnes, marginally higher 
than last year’s good level and significantly above the 
five-year average following continuous agriculture 
input support by governments of the subregion, mainly 
in the form of seeds and fertilizers. Nonetheless, if dry 
weather persists in parts of Nicaragua and Honduras, 
this forecast may not materialize.

The high probability (65 percent) of an El Niño event 
in the last quarter of this year gives further cause for 
concern about this year’s cereal production in Central 
America as the phenomenon is often associated with dry 
weather. As of the first dekad of July, latest reports from 
the main meteorological and oceanic institutions concur 
that an El Niño event has not yet started. Depending 
on the timing and intensity of El Niño – which is highly 
variable – the dry weather could negatively affect yields 
of the main cereal cropping season (May-August) in 

the final crop development stage and/or planting of 
the second season (August-December), potentially 
dampening production.
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Agricultural Stress Index (ASI)
% of cropland affected by drought per 
GAUL 2 region
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to: dekad 1, July 2014
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Guatemala
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El Salvador: Sowing of the main season 
maize crop normally takes place from late 
May to June. Rain levels until the last dekade 
of June were either average or above average 
in most growing areas and early-planted 
crops are reported in good conditions. Official 
forecasts point to a marginal decline in the 
2014/15 aggregate maize production from 
the record levels of the previous two years, as 
a result of planting reductions in parts due to 
delays in the distribution of the Government’s 
agricultural inputs packages. However, 
assuming favourable weather conditions 
during all the three cropping seasons, the 
aggregate maize production is expected at an 
above-average level of 950 000 tonnes.

Guatemala:  Planting of the 2014 
main season maize crop took 
place under favourable weather 
and a good establishment of 
crops is reported from most areas, 
with minor losses due to high 
winds in the municipalities El Estor 
and Izabal (1  400   households 
affected). Assuming normal 
weather continues in the coming 
months, early official forecasts 
point to a 2014/15 aggregate 
maize production of almost 1.75 
million tonnes, slightly above last 
year’s high level.

Honduras: Weather conditions were generally 
favourable in most growing areas during the sowing 
of the 2014 main season maize crop, including the 
department of Olancho (Northeastern Region). 
However, in parts of El Paraiso and Choluteca 
departments (mainly in the Southern Region, 
accounting for an average of 13 percent of the annual 
maize production), rains were late and below average. 
Precipitation recovered in mid-June but dry weather 
resumed from the last part of the month. Partial or 
total crop losses have been reported, particularly in 8 
of the 19 municipalities of the department of El Paraiso 

(Yauyupe, Vado Ancho, Texiguat, San Lucas, Alauca, San 
Antonio de Flores, Soledad and Liure), where at least 
70 000 families have been affected and the Government 
has declared a state of emergency due to drought. 
The affected populations are currently receiving food 
assistance by the Goverment. Forecasts of the 2014/15 
aggregate production (first, second and third seasons) 
at the time of planting pointed to a maize output of 
545 000 tonnes, up from last year’s below–average 
production. Although a detailed assessment of the 
crop damage is not yet available this forecast is likely 
to be revised downwards.
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Nicaragua: The outlook for the 2014 main season cereal crops 
is uncertain. Below average rains in the last dekad of May and 
first of June in large parts of the country delayed sowing of the 
2014 main season maize crop, particularly in the “dry corridor” 
of the northern departments of Nueva Segovia, Madriz and 
Estelí, bordering Honduras, where the dry weather was 
most severe. While official assessments of the crop damage 
are not yet available, above–average precipitation in the 
second dekad of June may have arrived too late to prevent 
reductions in area planted and yields of early planted crops. 

The Agriculture Stress Index (ASI) is a recently developed FAO indicator that highlights anomalous vegetation growth and potential drought in arable 
land during the crop growing season. ASI integrates the Vegetation Health Index (VHI) in two dimensions that are critical to assess a drought event 
in agriculture: temporal and spatial. ASI assesses the temporal intensity and duration of dry periods and calculates the percentage of arable land 
affected by drought (pixels with a VHI value below 35 percent – identified as critical level in previous studies to assess the extent of the drought). The 
whole administrative area is classified according to the percentage of arable area affected by drought conditions. The boundaries and names shown 
and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

About ASIS

These three departments together represent on average 12 
percent of national maize production. By contrast, in major 
central growing areas (Matagalpa and Jinotega) no significant 
rainfall deficits have been reported. 

Nueva Segovia, Madriz, and Estelí, are important livestock 
rearing areas and the dry weather has resulted in poor pasture 
condition and shortages of water which have reportedly 
caused serious losses of bovine. Emergency distributions 
of sugar molasses and peanuts for feed are currently being 
distributed to prevent further losses of the herd.
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