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Major Findings  
• As of the end of December 2007, 
there were an estimated 9.7 million 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
in the Central and East Africa (CEA) 
region1. This represents an increase 
of over 700,000 persons since June 
20072.  

• An upsurge in fighting in Somalia 
saw the displacement of over 
225,000 between June and Decem-
ber 2007. 

• Heightened rebel attacks in Chad and 
Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) saw an overall displacement of 
over 204,000 persons during the last 
half of 2007. 

• On-going conflict in Southern Sudan 
contributed to an increase of over 
300,000 IDPs since June 2007, bringing 
the total figures for Sudan to 4.7 million 
as of September 20073.  

• Post-election violence in Kenya follow-

ing disputes over the Presidential results 
announced in late December, led to the 
displacement of over 100,000 persons 
between the 29 and 31 December 2007. 

• The Ethiopian government’s crackdown 
on insurgents, including suspected 
members and supporters of the Oromo 
National Liberation Front (ONLF), in the 
Ogaden Region resulted in a number of 
deaths of both civilians and combatants, 
with undetermined civilian displace-
ments4. An estimated 400,000 were said 
to be in need of urgent humanitarian 

 
 Change in 
  IDP and Refugee Numbers (July 2007- December 2007)  

1In August 2007, OCHA RO-CEA‘s coverage was officially extended to include Cameroon, Gabon, Sao Tome Principe and Equatorial Guinea. Of the countries in the 
CEA region, Djibouti, Tanzania, Rwanda, Cameroon, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Sao Tome Principle have officially no conflict-induced IDPs. Temporal internal dis-
placements due to natural hazards are however registered occasionally. 
 
2OCHA RO-CEA, Displacement Report,  Issue 1, January - June 2007 (8,891,438 IDPs in CEA region at mid-2007) 
 
3UNHCR Khartoum, third Quarter 2007 statistics. 
 
4In the absence of field level assessments or reliable estimates by agencies operating in the region, it is difficult to suggest or project an accurate number of affected 
people in the region. 
 
5Medicens Sans Frontiers (MSF) as quoted by Reuters and Agence France Presse (AFP), ‘Crisis looming in Ethiopia’s Ogaden region: medical relief agency’, 4 September 
2007. 
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A group of internally 
displaced people at a 
food distribution centre 
in Cagala, Walungu 
Territory of South Kivu 
Province. July 2007. It 
is estimated 200 000 to 
230 000 refugees from 
various different 
countries have sought 
shelter in DRC.  
© Jane Some/IRINA  

Refugee numbers are taken from governments, OCHA 
Country Offices and the UNHCR Global Report 2006.  
Unlike refugees who enjoy inter-national recognition 
within a well defined refugee protection frame-work, IDP 
protection is solely a government domain with interna-
tional humanitarian actors only coming in at the invitation 
of host governments. IDP figures there-fore tend to be 
rough estimates obtained through UN agencies, and 
some represent agency specific populations of concern. 

Data sources  
This report contains updated information and numbers 
on displaced persons, including refugees and IDPs in the 
Central and East African Region7,8.  
Displaced population numbers are estimates based from 
field reporting and are the best working figures available.  
Information and data in this report are compiled from 
United Nations agencies, Internal Displacement Monitor-
ing Centre (IDMC), non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), the Red Cross family, governments and local 
authorities.  
 

Total IDPs and Refugees in CEA: Mid-year 2007 to December 2007 

7 Chad, Central African Republic (CAR), Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, Eritrea, Kenya, Djibouti, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Rwanda, Burundi, Republic of 
Congo, United Republic of Tanzania, and Uganda combining the Great Lakes, Greater Horn of Africa and Chad/CAR sub-regions.  
8 This report is a departure from previous editions of the Affected Populations Reports produced by OCHA, as it shifts focus from a detailed country by country report to 
a regional trends analysis, represented largely through maps and statistical data.  
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In Chad, heightened inter-ethnic conflicts 
between government forces and rebel 
groups, coupled with rebel attacks against 
civilian supplies, remained responsible for 
the massive displacement and human rights 
violations in the country. The refugee popu-
lation as at December 2007 showed an in-
crease of about 6,000 people as a result of 
an influx from CAR and Sudan, similarly the 
IDP population increased by 6,000 persons, 
bringing the current totals to 289,000 and 
179,000 respectively.  

In yet another hotspot in the CEA region, the 
IDP population in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) as of December 2007 is 
approximately 1,317,900- with North Kivu 
having over 800,000 IDPs24. This represents 
an overall increase of 197,900 persons since 
June 2007, when North Kivu alone had 
616,000 IDPs. The fighting in North Kivu was 
due to attacks between dissident Laurent 
Nkunda’s Congres National pour la Defense 
du Peuple (CNDP) and the Congolese army 
Forces Armées de la Republic Democratic 
du Congo (FARDC), and led to the disrup-

tion of the delivery of vital humanitar-
ian relief supplies25. The worst affected 
are the towns in Rutshuru and Masisi 
districts, where widespread displace-
ment, sexual and gender based vio-
lence are of major concern. In South 
Kivu, the FARDC increased their mili-
tary activities aimed at flushing out the 
Forces Democratiques de Liberation 
du Rwanda (FDLR) forces, leading to 
new civilian displacements. 

The refugee population in DRC on the 
other hand recorded a significant re-
duction of about 15,800 people, and as 
at 1 December 2007, DRC had 
181,400 registered refugees, com-
pared to 197,200 in mid-200726. On-
going repatriation saw the return of 
over 8,700 refugees to Rwanda. 

UNHCR third quarter statistics for Su-
dan estimated that there were 4.7 mil-
lion IDPs in Sudan as of September 
2007, out of which 2.4 million are in 
Darfur alone27. A report by the Internal 

Displacement Monitoring Centre 
(IDMC) however put the IDP figures 
for Sudan at 5.8 million as of Novem-
ber 200728. These numbers are how-
ever considered estimates due to the 
lack of a systematic mechanism or 
official census to monitor the highly 
mobile population. As a result of the 
ongoing Sudan Repatriation Operation 
that started early 2007, IDP figures 
have been changing on a daily basis. 
The precarious situation in South Su-
dan has, however, affected the rate of 
returns with many IDPs especially 
those in Khartoum reluctant to return 
to the South29. In addition, UNHCR30 
estimates the number of refugees and 
asylum seekers in Sudan as 232,800, 
of whom 168,900 (72%) are Eritreans. 
The rest of the refugees are from 
Chad (45,000), Ethiopia (13,500), 
Central African Republic (2,300), DRC 
(2,300) and other nationalities (600).  

The displacement profile in Uganda 
showed a marked improvement during 
the second half of 2007 as a result of 
the relative stable security situation in 
northern Uganda, which continued to 
encourage the return of populations 
back to their original homes. In Sep-
tember, the Government of Uganda 
with the support of UNHCR closed the 
first two31 out of 40 camps for IDPs in 
the northern Lango region as most of 
the IDPs had returned home. The se-
curity situation is however different in 
the Acholi region where out of 1.1 mil-
lion IDPs in 2005, 63% remain in the 
camps due to lack of security in their 
areas of origin. Increased rates of mal-
nutrition and mortality continued to be 
recorded in 2007 due to lack of access 
to basic social services, including: 
health care, clean drinking water and 
adequate sanitation facilities in return 
areas. As of the end of December 
2007, the total IDP population for 
Northern Uganda was estimated as 
1,842,50032. Among these are 
901,000 camp-based IDPs, in addition 
to 526,300 returnees currently in vil-
lages of origin and 409,000 estimated 
IDPs in transit areas. Evaluated 
against the statistics at mid-2007, the 
number of IDPs in camps has reduced 
by 99,000 persons, while that of IDPs 

24UNHCR Country office, Kinshasa. 

25WFP News Update: North Kivu, eastern DRC, 4 December 2007 the suspension of missions by WFP and other humanitarian actors to North Kivu Province, outside 
Goma town. Also see OCHA Humanitarian Situation Update, North Kivu, 8-14 December 2007.  

26DRC UNHCR Fact sheet as of 30 November 2007 

27Darfur Cell coordination unit - Khartoum 

28Internal Displacements Monitoring Centre (IDMC), ‘Sudan’, November 2007 

29At the time of writing this report, UNHCR was updating its figures for the last quarter of 2007 which would clarify the actual numbers of refugees and displaced in 
Sudan. 

30UNHCR Khartoum, third quarter statistics, September 2007 and  UNHCR Eastern region coordination 

31Otwal railway camp -Oyam district and Agweng camp -Lira district 

32 UNHCR Uganda Factsheet, November 2007 
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33Includes statistics for Cameroon, not included in previ-
ous report and further accounts for changes in the 
figures for Kenya and RoC as indicated in footnotes 33 
and 34. 
34Source: Respective  UNHCR Country offices unless 
specifically stated  
35Statistics unavailable at time of publishing report 
36Statistics indicated in June report (269,196) had esti-
mated the number of registered urban refugees to be 
30,000 but UNHCR Kenya confirmed estimate to be 
32,000, hence difference in figures.  
37Previous figure of 49,181 quoted in Issue 1 of OCHA 
Displacement Report and now corrected was inclusive 
of asylum seekers.  
38Available statistics are of October 2007. 
39UNHCR, Khartoum as at September 2007 (Third Quar-
ter statistics) 
40Of which 3,161 are urban refugees.  

REFUGEES 
COUNTRY June 200734 December  200734 General Trends (Increase/ Decrease) 

Burundi 23,215 31,707 Increase due to influx from DRC in late 2007. 
CAR 8,667 8,271 Decrease due to repatriations to DRC and Sudan. 

Cameroon 41,442 64,147 
Increase due to influx from the North West pastoral region 
of CAR and Chad that experienced intense conflict in late 
2007. 

Chad 282,834 288,731 Slight increase due to influx from CAR and Darfur. 

Djibouti 6,457 6,871 
Slight increase due to influx from Somalia (South, Central, 
Somaliland) and Ethiopia that saw heightened conflict in 
late 2007. 

DRC 197,232 181,434 Decrease due to repatriation of Rwandan, Congolese and 
Angolan refugees 

Eritrea 4,667 6,445 Increase due to influx from Somalia and Ethiopia in 2007. 

Ethiopia 81,274 85,184 

Increase as current statistics account for more nationalities 
than those considered in 2007. However, mid-2007 wit-
nessed a slight increase in the number of Somalia and 
Eritrea refugees fleeing into Ethiopia. 

Gabon No figures35 12,700 Flight from the pool region in RoC. 

Kenya 267,11736 265,729 Slight decrease due to repatriations both voluntary and 

RoC 42,04637                 46,85538  Increase due to new arrivals form Eastern DRC. 

Rwanda   

46,600 

  

54,199 

Increase as a result of large influx from DRC following 
escalated conflicts in late 2007. 

Somalia 669 650 Figures comprise of urban refugees from Ethiopia, under 
UNHCR protection in Hargeisa and Garoowe. 

Sudan 369,000 232,72939 
Decrease due to repatriations to Chad, CAR, Eritrea and 
other countries, countering the large increase from Ethio-
pia. 

  
Tanzania 
  
  

471,912 

(273,678 UNHCR as-
sisted) 

440,071 

(217,396 UNHCR assisted) 

Decrease due to UNHCR promoted returns especially to 
Burundi, DRC and Rwanda. 

Uganda 220,914 232,13940 
Decrease due to the gradual return, especially to Sudan 
and Rwanda, countered by an influx from DRC and Soma-
lia. 

Total 
2,064,04633  

(less Gabon-no statistics 
for June 2007) 

       1,957,862 Decrease of 106,184 

D I S P L A C E D  P O P U L A T I O N  R E P O R T  O C H A  R O - C E A  


	Text1: 


