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Burundi Crisis 

Regional Impact 

Highlights 
 The rate of new arrivals remains more than 2000 per 

week into the four countries neighbouring Burundi.       

However, heightened tension and fear of an upsurge in 

violence ahead of the presidential elections, may result 

in increased number of people crossing into neighbour-

ing countries in the coming weeks.  

 WFP urgently requires USD 73 million for the next six 

months to meet the needs of existing operations that 

are responding to the Burundi crisis.  

 As per the inter agency regional refugee response plan, 

WFP provides hot meals at reception centers and 

monthly family rations to those who have settled in the 

camps. High energy biscuits are also provided at the 

border points for immediate relief. In addition, nutrition      

activities are ongoing to rehabilitate those malnourished 

and prevent further deterioration of malnutrition levels.  

 Congestion in camps is of concern, in Tanzania in     

particular. Negotiations with authorities on land access 

are ongoing.  

Overview  
Burundi’s Independent National Electoral Commission 

(CENI) released provisional results for the legislative and 

communal elections. Out of the 100 contested seats, the 

ruling party CNND FDD won 77 seats, while the opposition 

won 23 seats.   

Following the East African Community (EAC) summit on 

Burundi,  in Dar es Salaam on 6 July, Ugandan President 

Yoweri Museveni was appointed to facilitate dialogue 

among disputing parties.  The EAC summit called for a 

postponement of the presidential elections and the      

formation of a government of national unity regardless of 

who wins the elections. They also called for all parties to 

respect the Arusha peace accord of 2000, refrain from 

attempts to amend the Constitution; the creation of an 

EAC electoral observer mission and disarmament of armed 

groups. The Government of Burundi has postponed the 

presidential elections to 21 July.  

Sporadic violence in various parts of the country continues 

to be reported. The security situation is tense, with a   

potential for further deterioration ahead of the presidential 

elections. The ongoing crisis is likely to further deepen  

pre-existing food and nutrition insecurity of the already    

vulnerable people in Burundi and refugees in the DRC, 

Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda. WFP is providing critical 

food assistance to vulnerable households in Burundi and to 

all new refugees in the neighbouring countries, with a   

particular focus on the  nutritional status of children,   

pregnant and breastfeeding women.  

 

 

In numbers  

> 165,000 refugees have crossed borders 

into neighbouring countries 

> 2,000 new arrivals weekly to neighbour-

ing countries 

USD 73 million needed for 6 months to 

meet needs of existing operations that are 

responding to the Burundi crisis. 

 

 

                                                           Photo:  WFP/JohnPaul Sesonga 

Resourcing 

 6-month  

Shortfall 

USD 

6-month  

Shortfall  

% 

Burundi PRRO  6 million 40% 

DRC PRRO 20 million 32% 

Rwanda PRRO 11 million 66% 

Tanzania PRRO 17 million 59% 

Uganda PRRO 19 million 55% 

TOTAL 73 million  

 11,165 

77,638 

11,500 

65,181 
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Burundi Crisis 

Regional Impact 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Burundi. The ongoing crisis is having significant    

impact on the humanitarian needs within the country. 

Early harvesting of crops coupled with disruption of 

markets and livelihood activities is likely to further 

worsen the pre-existing food and nutrition insecurity 

in the country.  WFP is providing emergency food 

assistance to 20,000 households that have been af-

fected by the ongoing crisis in Bujumbura, Kirundo 

and Makamba Provinces. WFP has already launched 

an immediate response emergency operation (IR-

EMOP) to provide food assistance to 25,000 displaced 

persons and vulnerable people for a period of three 

months in Bujumbura capital city, Bujumbura rural, 

Makamba, Cibitoke and Kirundo Provinces.  

A nutrition screening exercise carried out in Kirundo 

showed global acute malnutrition rates of 6 percent 

and 1.5 percent severe acute malnutrition. WFP is 

supporting treatment programmes for moderately 

malnourished children, pregnant and lactating    

women. To further strengthen the  response, WFP 

will initiate targeted blanket supplementary feeding 

for children aged 6-23 months, pregnant and breast-

feeding women.    

Regional Update 
Democratic Republic of Congo. As of 29 June, the 

number of Burundian refugees had reached 11,500. 

So far, about 4,800 refugees have been relocated to 

the new Lusenda camp. WFP continues to provide dry 

rations to households hosting newly arrived refugees 

and to refugees settled in the camps. High energy 

biscuits are also provided to new arrivals at border 

crossings and transit centers. Through an IR-EMOP, 

WFP is providing food assistance for up to 20,000 

Burundian refugees for a period of three months.  

The “most likely” scenario in the Burundi Regional       

Refugee Response Plan projects the arrival of 30,000  

refugees into the DRC.  

Rwanda. As of 09 July, more than 65,000 refugees 

from Burundi had crossed the border into Rwanda. 

The daily arrival rate has however decreased and 

new arrivals continue reporting difficulties            

encountered as a result of road blocks set up on the 

way to border crossing points in Burundi. Out of the 

65,000 refugees who have arrived in the country,  

WFP has provided food assistance to about 44,000 

refugees at the border crossing points, reception  

centres and at the camp. WFP is not providing     

assistance to those registered in the urban areas. 

WFP continues to provide newly arrived refugees with 

high energy biscuits at border crossing points, hot 

meals and high energy biscuits at reception centers 

and monthly dry rations to those settled at the     

Mahama camp. Nutrition activities targeting children 

aged 6-59 months, pregnant and breast feeding 

women are ongoing to rehabilitate those malnour-

ished and prevent further deterioration of malnutri-

tion levels. The operation is also providing assistance 

to refugees from the DRC. Resource shortfalls are 

acute and new funds are urgently  required.  

The “most likely” scenario in the Burundi Regional      

Refugee Response Plan has been revised upwards 

from 100,000 to 120,000 refugees.    

 

 

 

  

 

 

Tanzania. As of 11 July, more than 77,000 refugees 

from Burundi had arrived. Even though the daily arrival 

rates have slowed down in the past week, there are 

indications that large numbers may be expected. The 

growing refugee population in Tanzania, continues to 

highlight the critical need for additional land.          

Discussions between government and UNHCR on   

identification of land for development of a new camp 

continue. WFP continues to provide hot meals to newly 

arrived refugees at transit, reception centres and to 

those awaiting registration at the Nyarugusu camp and 

monthly dry rations to those who have settled at the 

camp. In addition, WFP continues to provide special-

ized nutritional support to vulnerable children,      

pregnant and breastfeeding women in the camp. The 

operation is also providing assistance to refugees from 

the DRC.  

The “most likely” scenario in the Burundi Regional   

Refugee Response Plan has been revised upwards from 

70,000 to 150,000 new refugees.  

Uganda. As of 09 July, more than 11,000 Burundi   

refugees had arrived in Uganda. The new arrivals are 

making their way into Uganda through Kisoro District 

at the Uganda-Tanzania border. WFP is providing three 

hot meals a day at the Juru and Kabazana reception 

centres and monthly dry rations to those who have 

been settled. The resource situation is critical with a 

pipeline break expected in October, if new resources 

are not secured soon.  

The “most likely” scenario in the Burundi Regional Re-

sponse Plan has been revised upwards from 15,000 to 

20,000 refugees.   

 

Contacts  
 

Burundi, Rwanda & Uganda 

Jesse Wood, Regional Donor Relations Officer,  

Regional Bureau Nairobi 

email: jesse.wood@wfp.org 

 

Challiss McDonough, Senior Regional Communica-

tions Officer, Regional Bureau Nairobi 

email: challiss.mcdonough@wfp.org 

 

Amanda Lawrence-Brown, Regional Communications 

Officer, Regional Bureau Nairobi 

email: amanda.lawrencebrown@wfp.org 

 

DRC & Tanzania 

David Orr, Regional Communications Officer,  

Regional Bureau Johannesburg 

email: david.orr@wfp.org 

 

Jihan Jacobucci, Regional Resource Mobilization & 

Reporting Officer, Regional Bureau Johannesburg 

email: jihan.jacobucci@wfp.org 

 


