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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Between 7000 and 8000 

people displaced following 

attacks in the Department 

of Blolequin 

 

• Launch of the analysis of 

residual humanitarian 

needs in transition    

 

• Fight against HIV in 

Bouaké 

 

• Portrait of a national NGO 

involved in the transition 

process 

 

New displacements in the west  
 
Two attacks by unidentified 
gunmen in the Department of 
Blolequin near the border with 
Liberia have resulted in new 
displacements in western Côte 
d'Ivoire during the month. The 
first attack was perpetrated on 
13 March against the village of 
Zilébly, followed by a second 
attack on 23 March against the 
village of Petit Guiglo (see map). 
According to available estimates, 
fifteen people died in these two 
attacks (including eight civilians) 
and about 7000 to 8000 people 
from the affected and 
surrounding villages have fled to 
areas along the axis of Blolequin 
and Guiglo. The internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) found refuge with host families and in community centers.  
 
In addition to reinforcing the security in the area, the national authorities have coordinated 
the response to the influx of IDPs with support from humanitarian partners in the region1. 
In particular, the Minister for Solidarity, Family, Women and Children, Anne Désirée 
Ouloto, visited the area to support the response on the ground and to donate food and 
non-food items. This leadership exercised by the authorities falls within the context of 
post-crisis transition in Côte d'Ivoire and the related transfer of coordination of emergency 
response from the humanitarian actors to the relevant authorities.   

Besides the support intended to cover the urgent needs of displaced people in terms of 
shelter, health, water and sanitation, humanitarian actors have conducted needs 
assessments in the areas affected by the attacks, to identify the necessary support to 
facilitate the return of populations. Significant needs have been identified in the villages 
directly affected by the attacks: many houses and community infrastructures destroyed, 
wells or pump to be chlorinated/rehabilitated, loss of seeds and crops, increased need for 
drugs, trauma among the populations, intercommunity mistrust and divisions. The 
identification of beneficiaries for the various types of assistance planned shall be 
conducted during the first two weeks of April.  

 
                                                      
 
1 OCHA, HCR, WFP, UNICEF, IOM, NRC, PU-AMI, DRC, Save the Children, IRC, CRF, MSF, ICRC, CRCI, 
CARITAS, ASAPSU, ODAFEM, ONG pour la Paix et le Développement 
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COTE D’IVOIRE : Mouvements des populations suite aux attaques 
de Zilébly et Petit Guiglo (Blolequin) en mars 2013 

COTE D'IVOIRE: Population movements following the attacks in Zilébly and 
Petit Guiglo (Blolequin) in March 2013 
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During the days that followed the attacks, slightly 
more than half of the people who had fled the other 
villages in the area as a precaution have been able 
to return and to resume their activities. However, it is 
estimated that nearly 1,700 people are still displaced 
in Pinhou, Diboké and Kéibly, and most of them live 
in host families. These incidents have fueled 
intercommunity tensions in this area where land 
disputes between native and migrant (allogene) 
populations hamper the reconciliation process. 
Further efforts to address land conflicts and to foster 
social cohesion are therefore needed.  
 
 
 
 
 

Launch of the document "Humanitarian Needs 
in transition" 
 
Around fifty people attended the launching ceremony of the 2013 Humanitarian 
Strategy document "Cote d'Ivoire 2013: Humanitarian Needs in transition” on 
Monday, 11 March 2013 in Abidjan. The ceremony was co-chaired by the Deputy 
Chief of Staff of the Minister of Solidarity, Family, Women and Children, 
Epiphanie N'Guessan Kouakou and the FAO Representative in Côte d'Ivoire, 
Marie Noëlle Koyara who acted as representative of the Humanitarian 
Coordinator.  

 
In attendance were: the Ambassadors of 
Germany and South Africa, the First 
Secretary of the Embassy of Italy, ECHO 
and USAID representatives, key UN 
agencies, international and national NGOs 
working in the field of humanitarian aid, as 
well as several journalists from the print and 
broadcast media.   
 
During the ceremony, OCHA Côte d'Ivoire 
Head of Office, Ute Kollies, presented to 
the audience the analysis of residual 
humanitarian needs existing in the country 

in 2013, about two years after the post-election crisis started.  
 
The document "Cote d'Ivoire 2013: Humanitarian Needs in Transition" and its 
annex "Response Plan: Côte d'Ivoire 2013" aim at ensuring that the needs of 
most vulnerable people are taken into account by the programs and funding 
mechanisms of national authorities, UN agencies and international and national 
NGOs. It presents 85 activities and projects for a total budget estimated at USD 
82 million.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
OCHA Head of Office, Ute Kollies, presenting 
the analysis of residual humanitarian needs in 

Côte d'Ivoire (©  ONUCI) 

Displaced persons in Blolequin following the 
Zilébly attack -13/03/13 (© PU AMI) 
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Fight against HIV in Bouaké 
 
During a humanitarian monitoring mission in Bouaké in February, OCHA noted 
that local health actors are concerned about the effects of the rise in prostitution 
in the Gbeke region on the rate of HIV infection. Indeed, according to the 2011 
Survey on knowledge, attitudes and practices among sex workers (CAP 
ENSEA/PUMLS/ MSLS2), socio-economic determinants of prostitution have been 
exacerbated by the September 2002 and 2010 -2011 crises, pushing more 
women, girls and men into prostitution. 
 
At national level, programs to control the spread of HIV among sex workers, 
supported by governmental and non-governmental actors, comprise sensitization 
actions on Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) and HIV/AIDS, promotion of the 
correct use of condoms and lubricating gel, testing and treatment of STIs and 
HIV/AIDS, counseling and medical and psychosocial care and treatment for HIV-
infected sex workers and treatment of common diseases in this target group. 
 
However, health actors in the region of Bouaké note that many needs and gaps 
still have to be addressed to contribute to reducing the spread of HIV among this 
vulnerable group and, incidentally, within the general population. Identified needs 
include material, logistics and technical support to health organizations involved 
in this field to facilitate STI and HIV testing, social reinsertion through income-
generating activities, improving nutritional care and treatment for sex workers 
under antiretroviral treatment and orphans and vulnerable children from this 
target group, improving care and treatment of opportunistic infections among sex 
workers. 
 
According to the 2011-2012 EDSCI-III3, in 2012, HIV prevalence among sex 
workers in Côte d'Ivoire was 28.7% compared to 3.7% in the general population. 
Also note that HIV prevalence in the general population in Côte d'Ivoire is the 
highest in West Africa4. 
 
Key government actors and NGOs involved in the fight against STI/HIV/AIDS in the area of prostitution in Cote 
d'Ivoire include: the Ministry of Public Health and the Fight against HIV/AIDS, the National Council for the Fight 
against AIDS, UNAIDS, CDC/ PEPFAR Project, Heartland Alliance CI, Alliance CI, FHI 360, PSI, CARE, 
Espace Confiance, RSB, ASAPSU, AJBES. 

 
 
Participation of national actors in the 
transition process: the case of ASAPSU 
 
National NGOs are key players in the gradual stabilization of Côte d'Ivoire and in 
the process of transition from emergency humanitarian response to interventions 
focused on recovery and sustainable development. Therefore, a section of the 
Humanitarian Bulletin will henceforth be dedicated to the activities of national 
actors involved in this process. Thus, in its next issues, the bulletin will particularly 

                                                      
 
2 Survey by the National School of Applied Statistics (ENSA), the Multi-Sector Emergency Project for the Fight 
against AIDS  (PUMLS) et the Minister for the Fight against AIDS (MSLS) 
3 Demographic and health and multiple-indicator survey in Côte d'Ivoire 2011-2012 conducted by the Minister of 
Health and the Fight against AIDS, National Statistics Institute, National Program for Demographic and Health 
Surveys, UNAIDS and their partners 
4 Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic 2012, UNAIDS   

Sex workers are 

7 to 8 times 

more infected 

by HIV/AIDS 

than the general 

population 

http://www.google.ci/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&ved=0CEAQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbidpub.b2g.go.kr%2Fb2g%2Ffiledownload.jsp%3FfileName%3D562660PROP0P071ut02010010Sans0cout.pdf&ei=9KtiUcybO9HDswb_7oDQAQ&usg=AFQjCNH7oE5ydqzxOn7PhcXAo-eucpP6Mg&bvm=bv.44770516,d.Yms
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Sensitization session by ASAPSU at the IDP site of 
‘’Maison Carrée’’, District of Abidjan, August 2012 –  

(© ASAPSU/S. ATTE BOKA) 
 

For more information, please contact:  
Ms. Ute Kollies,Head of Office OCHA Côte d’Ivoire , Tel. (+225) 22 48 44 00 
Ms. Anouk Desgroseilliers, Public Information Officer, desgroseilliers@un.org, Tel. (+225) 46 00 50 49  
Mr. Michel Ayokoin, Reporting Officer, ayokoin@un.org, Tel. (+225) 46 01 91 28 
OCHA Humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/cotedivoire | www.reliefweb.int 

present the activities of national NGOs as part of the implementation of the 
response plan for humanitarian needs identified in 2013 in Côte d'Ivoire5. This 
month, the focus was on the NGO ASAPSU. 
 
 

The NGO ASAPSU (Association de 
Soutien à l'Autopromotion Sanitaire et 
Urbaine) is currently working on 
identifying the target populations to be 
supported and to set up a committee for 
selection and referral of beneficiaries in 
the implementation of an income-
generating activities (IGAs) project for 
repatriates, returnees and internally 
displaced persons in host-families in the 

west of Côte d'Ivoire. This project is 
one of four submitted jointly by UNHCR 
and ASPASU as  part of the 2013 

Response Plan following the analysis of residual humanitarian needs that persist 
in the country this year.   
 
The other three projects in progress or planned as part of the 2013 Response 
Plan are "supporting the education of repatriated children in school-age in areas 
of return in Côte d'Ivoire," a "project for social cohesion and peaceful coexistence 
in the south and south-west of the country" and " training of the federations of 
Ivorian civil society organizations on protection and humanitarian emergency 
management." 
 
For the moment, only the IGA development project and the child education 
project are partly funded. Thus, ASAPSU has been able to set up, with the 
support of state and UN partners, a system to assess the ability of retuned pupils 
to integrate the educational system, in order to refer them to schools that meet 
their needs. Other activities have not yet started due to lack of resources. 

 
Note that ASAPSU has played a key role in the provision of humanitarian 
assistance during the post-election crisis of 2010-2011 by participating in the 
management of IDP sites, the provision of health care in IDPs sites, as well as 
the provision of assistance to vulnerable populations in the areas of nutrition, 
water, hygiene and sanitation, and protection. 
 
Founded in 1989, ASAPSU primarily operates in the areas of health, hygiene and 
sanitation. The NGO has five community-based health centers open in poor 
neighborhoods of Abidjan and three other centers in rural areas, which enable 
the organization to offer vulnerable populations a wide range of healthcare 
interventions at low cost. Its staff includes 191 employees and volunteers.  
 
 
5 The document Côte d’Ivoire 2013 : Humanitarian needs in transition and its annex Côte d’Ivoire 2013 : 
Response Plan to Humanitarian Needs are available at www.unocha.org/cotedivoire 
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