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HIGHLIGHTS 
 More schools are closed in 

the north and centre of the 

country compared with last 

year  

 Food security deterioration at 

the national level   

 Slight decline in the 

prevalence of global acute 

malnutrition   

 End of the Niger River flood 

alert 

 

  

 

KEY FIGURES 

No. of IDPs 
(IOM – DNDS, 31 Oct. 
2016) 

36,690 
 

No. of refugees 
in neighbouring 
countries  
(UNHCR, 31 Oct. 
2016) 

135,954  

No. of people 
affected by food 
insecurity 
(Harmonized 

Framework  Nov. 2016)

  2.5 million 

No.  of 
malnourished 
children and 
women (SMART 

2016)   

852,000

FUNDING 

$354 millions  
Requested (HRP 2016)

37%  
Funded  

  

More schools closed in relation to insecurity 

The number of schools closed in the areas affected by insecurity in the north and the 
centre of the country has increased this year compared to last year. At the beginning of 
the school year in October 2016, 421 schools were closed compared to 296 at the end of 
the school year last June.  

This is due in general to the resumption of fighting between armed groups, as well as the 
climate of violence and fear linked to terrorist acts recorded in some localities in the 
centre and the north of the country. Armed individuals also called for the closure of 
schools in certain areas, and some schools and teachers were targeted by acts of 
banditry. The only region where the number of schools closed has not increased 
is Timbuktu. The regions of Gao, Kidal and Segou have registered the most significant 
increases in the number of schools closed.  

   

 

Source: Education Cluster 

 

Thousands of children deprived of school meals due to lack of funding 

While the number of schools closed has increased in areas affected by insecurity, 
the World Food Program (WFP) announced its inability to provide school meals to all 
children in need due to lack of funding.  

The school canteen program of WFP was entirely jeopardized at the beginning of the 
school year but a two million euro contribution (nearly 1.3 billion CFA Francs) from the 
Belgian Government has enabled to maintain it in nearly 500 schools in the country from 
November. However 400 schools, with approximately 69,000 pupils, will not be assisted 
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due to lack of funds. WFP still seeks to mobilize an additional 1.3 million US dollars 
(nearly 795 million CFA Francs) to fill the gap.  

Ongoing assistance  

Humanitarian actors, the Government’s partners in the education sector, have continued 
their support for children in need as they begin the school year. 

The education cluster and 
its partners are distributing 
90,000 school kits in all crisis-
affected regions.  

In addition, activities intended 
to strengthen the resilience of 
communities are also ongoing, 
such as in the region of 
Timbuktu where the NGO Plan 
International is implementing 
its “cash for work” program that 
has assisted 932 heads of 
households to support the 
education of their children.  

  Hamzakoma, Timbuktu region (may 2016): Distribution of school materials, as 
part of “cash for work” programme activities. Credit: Plan International. 

Deterioration of food security at the national level 
According to the analysis results of the Harmonized Framework of November 2016, 
approximately 2.5 million people are currently in food insecurity in the country, including 
177,000 people in severe food insecurity. During the lean season, in June-August 2017, it 
is estimated that the number of people in food insecurity will reach 3.5 million, including 
495,000 people in a situation of severe food insecurity.  

Although food security in the country tends to stabilize since two years, this new data 
indicates a deterioration of the situation since last year, with nearly half a million 
additional persons affected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An additional half 
a million people 
are affected by 
food insecurity 
this year  

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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The ratio of people affected by severe food insecurity is higher in the regions of Gao, 
Timbuktu, and Kidal. 

 

The results of the last National Food Security and Nutritional Survey (ENSAN) conducted 
in September 2016 show that the main factors that explain the deterioration of the food 
security this year compared to last year are related to issues of access to the market. In 
fact, food availability in the country is not an issue this year because the crop season has 
been very successful, with an increase by 11 per cent of the grain production compared 
to last year

1
.  

The deterioration of the food security of households is linked to poverty, the increase in 
prices, the use of harmful survival strategies and decapitalization combined with the 
effects of insecurity, theft, inter-community conflicts and population movements. In some 
regions, climatic factors such as lack of rain and flooding have also contributed to this 
deterioration, as well as the decrease in humanitarian assistance.  

Slight decline in global acute malnutrition  
The results of the 2016 SMART nutrition survey

2
 indicate a slight decline in the 

prevalence of global acute malnutrition (GAM) in the country compared to last year. The 
overall GAM rate in all regions surveyed in 2016 is 10.7 per cent compared to 12.5 per 
cent in 2015. GAM is one of the main indicators of the nutritional state of a population 
and is based on the collection of data such as age, weight, size, and mid upper arm 
circumference of under-five children and women of reproductive age.  

Despite the decline, the nutritional situation of the Malian population remains a alarming 
with a GAM rate that remains above the WHO alert threshold of 10 per cent. The 
prevalence of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) - the form with the highest risk of mortality 
- is 2.1 per cent, which is slightly above the emergency threshold of 2 per cent.  

Evolution of GAM rate from 2014 to 2016 

 
Source: SMART Surveys Mali 2014, 2015, 2016    

                                                      
1
 Ministry of Agriculture, CILSS, FEWSNET, WFP, FAO- Joint opinion on agricultural and food outlooks for the 

agro-pastoral season 2016/2017 
2
 Enquête Nutritionnelle et de Mortalité Rétrospective 2016, Mali (National Directorate of Health, National 

Institute of Statistics, UNICEF, WFP, WHO and FAO) conducted from June to August 2016 in all regions of the 
country except Kidal. 

Violence in the 
north and centre 
of the country 
affects people’s 
health and 
nutrition state.   

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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The overall downward trend of GAM is observed in most regions and the District of 
Bamako. However, the survey indicates that it is statistically significant only for the 
regions of Kayes and Sikasso. The encouraging results in these two regions could be 
attributed to various factors, including the increase in the coverage of interventions, the 
successful crop season 2015 - 2016 and the involvement of communities, particularly 
through nutrition activities’ support groups and women’s associations.  

Persistence of significant vulnerabilities  

Contrary to the overall trend, GAM rate has increased in the regions of Segou and Gao.  
Northern regions and Segou also have the highest GAM and SAM rates. According to the 
survey, the recent violence in these areas continues to destabilize the socio-economic life 
of the populations and to affect their state of health and nutrition, despite the efforts of the 
government and its humanitarian partners in the area of nutrition. 

The waters of the Niger River reached their 
highest level in October 
The flood of the Niger River reached its peak on 19 October with a rise in the water level 
of 657 cm observed in Mopti, according to the OPIDIN

3
 (tool for flood forecasting in the 

Inner Niger Delta). The water level has begun to decrease. However, the OPIDIN 
indicates that the flood will continue downstream of Mopti, with a peak of 517 cm 
expected in Diré, region of Timbuktu, between 3 and 11 December. 

Source: OPIDIN 

According to the OPIDIN, the flood of 2016 is comparable to those of 1994 and 1999 
known as the wettest years since 1970. This year, heavy rains in the country have killed 
fifteen people, affected at least 18,000 people and flooded 200 hectares of cultivated 
farms.  

Conflict management through intercommunity dialog  

In 2016, through its project Transformation des conflicts par des approches non violentes, 
the NGO Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) supported the resolution of 22 major conflicts 
related to the management of natural resources and armed banditry out of a total 56 
conflicts identified in 47 communes of the northern regions.  

The project was implemented in the regions of Gao, Timbuktu, Ménaka and Kidal, and 
involves the designation of local resource persons to identify and to solve conflicts. This 
approach enables belligerent parties to solve their conflicts and to set the rules of their 
commitments with communities during inter-community meetings. 

                                                      
3
 All OPIDIN data is available at: http://www.opidin.org/en/  

The river peak will 

reach 517 cm in 

Diré during the 

second week of 

December.  

 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.opidin.org/en/
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For additional information, please contact: 
Ute Kollies, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, kollies@un.org 

Anouk Desgroseilliers, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali desgroseilliers@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 57 61 
Lazare Ndiaye, Information Management Officer, OCHA Mali ndiaye17@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 55 73 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: 
www.unocha.org/mali | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info 

Follow us: @OCHA_Mali or  www.facebook.com/ochamali.net 

In total, 47 teams (799 resource 
persons) have been trained in “non-
violent management".  

Moreover, six inter-community 
meetings on commitments related to 
conflicts solved were held. Radio 
debates on peace and social 
cohesion, peace-building meetings 
and caravans between 
communities, as well as “living 
together” sermons in mosques were 
also organized in the areas of 
intervention.  

Source: NCA 

 

In brief 
Resumption of the delivery of aid by road to Kidal  
Humanitarian aid convoys on the road from Gao to Kidal have resumed at the end of 
October and in November. Access by road was interrupted since mid-August due to a 
blockade on the delivery of any goods imposed by the armed groups in the town of Anefif. 
The blockade has mainly affected the assistance in the areas of food security, health and 
education. The resumption of convoys has particularly enabled to deliver foodstuffs, 
medical items and school materials. Access to Kidal by air remains limited since the 
closure of the airfield following a violent demonstration that had damaged part of the 
facilities in April 2016. 

37% of funds mobilized for the humanitarian response  
As of 30 November 2016, the appeal for the humanitarian response in Mali in 2016 has 
mobilized only 37 per cent of the US$354 million required, or $131 million, according to 
the data reported in the Financial Tracking System (FTS). 

 

Only 37 per cent 

of the required  

funds  have been 

mobilized for the 

2016 

humanitarian 

response  
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