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KEY FIGURES 

# of IDP 
(IOM – DNDS, August  
2016) 

33, 042 
 

# of refugees in 
neighboring 
countries  
(UNHCR, July 2016) 

134, 811  

People affected 
by food 
insecurity 
(Cadre harmonisé  

March 2016)

  3 million 

#  malnourished 
children 6 to 59 
months (SMART 

2015)   

709, 000

FUNDING 

$354 millions  
Requested (HRP 2016)

30%  
Funded  

 

Assistance to victims and flood forecasts in Mali 

Flood risks remain high until December 2016 for populations living along the Niger River 
due to the rising water level. The OPIDIN (a tool that forecasts floods in the Inner Niger 
Delta) indicates that this year the Niger River will experience its highest water level in fifty 
years. These forecasts indicate that water levels in Mopti will increase by approximately 
25cm in October 2016 and will reach its peak between late October and early November 
in Mopti, late November in Akka (Mopti) and mid-December in Diré (Timbuktu). Livestock 
that usually crosses the river in Diafarabé in November in search of pasture may not be 
able to do so this year since the floodplains will still be covered with water next month.  

Since July 2016, nearly 15 people have died as a result of floods across the country. 
More than 18,000 people have been affected and 2,400 houses destroyed. Nearly 200 
hectares of farms have also been flooded by rainwater.  

 

 

Response to floods 

In support of the Malian authorities, humanitarian partners have assisted flood victims 
across the country. The victims have received food items, non-food items and cash 
handouts. Despite these efforts, several needs are yet to be met. The victims need their 
houses to be rehabilitated. Some are in need of tents, health kits and other non-food 
items. In anticipation of the floods stemming from the river that could affect several 
thousands of people, the Government and humanitarian partners have prepositioned 
stocks in areas deemed to be at risk.  

. 

15 

200 ha 

416 

790 

2,400 

# People deaths

# flooded land and grain losses

# damaged houses

#  destroyed latrines

# destroyed houses

Impact of flooding 
18,000 affected persons 



Mali | Humanitarian Bulletin | 2 
 

 

www.unocha.org/mali | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives  

 

Malnutrition, a major public health issue in Mali 
with an average rate of 30% since 2010 

The prevalence of stunted growth among under-five children has stagnated around 30% 
since 2010. Global acute malnutrition oscillates around the alert threshold of 10% for the 
same period, with an increase of over 13% during the last three years. Micronutrient 
deficiencies are also very widespread, with 61% of children below five years and almost 
half of women of childbearing age suffering from anemia

1
.These average values hide 

significant regional and sociodemographic disparities. The situation, usually more 
precarious in northern regions, is especially exacerbated by food insecurity, inadequate 
access to health and nutrition services, as well as to water and sanitation. 

 Malnutrition trend in Mali  
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Approximately one in five 
households is affected by food 
insecurity and a little more than 
half are considered vulnerable to 
food insecurity

2
. In addition, 

nearly 30% of the population has 
no access to a source of drinking 
water and two in three 
households have no access to 
toilets that meet hygiene 
standards. Only one-third of 
infants are under exclusive 
breastfeeding up to the age of 6 
months.  

 

It is essential to adopt a holistic and multisectoral approach, by putting an emphasis on 
women and children, with actions in the short and long term, both curative and 
preventive. The mid-term review of the 2014-2018 multisectoral nutrition action plan 
offers the opportunity to more effective and redefined interventions and to engage in a 
long-term dynamic since the field of nutrition has so far been dominated by short-term 
actions in response to emergencies and humanitarian crises.  

 

Schools closed and risk of suspension of 
school meals during the school year  

The school year began on 3 October throughout the country, including in the North and 

the Center (Mopti/Segou) where 296 schools remained closed at the end of the 2015-

2016 school year. 

This number is likely to increase due to the occupation of some schools by the victims of 

floods or the deterioration of school infrastructure. While the school year has effectively 

started in all regions, 180 000 children in nearly 1 000 schools across the country may not 

receive school meals because of financial constraints faced by the World Food Program 

(WFP) who are in the lead.  

"This situation is critical. School meals are often the only nutritious meal that the child 

receives during the day, which relieves families financially, motivates parents to send 

                                                      

 

1
 Preliminary results of the 2015 MICS survey 

2
 National Survey on Food and Nutritional Security 2016 (ENSAN) 

Many schools 

remain closed due 

to insecurity, lack 

of teachers and 

bad conditions of 

school buildings 
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their children to school and ultimately contributes to the success of education", said Silvia 

Caruso, WFP Country Director for Mali.  

 

Since 2012, WFP and its partners have been able to provide school meals to 170,000 

children on average per year, half of whom are girls. 

 

The efforts of education partners are also continuing through the distribution of school kits 

and materials for teachers. UNICEF has distributed school kits in the northern regions 

with the exception of Kidal where classes began two weeks later.  

 

Protect civilian populations against risks 
relating to explosive devices from recent armed 
clashes in the Kidal region 

Since the clashes between the armed 

groups that are signatories to the peace 

agreement in the city of Kidal and its 

surroundings, explosive remnants of war 

have been found near combat zones. An 

unfortunate incident has also been 

reported: on 14 August 2016, three 

children were injured and a four-year old 

girl was killed by the explosion of an 

explosive device they played with. To 

avoid such incidents, UNMAS and its 

partners have provided an emergency 

mine action response. In August 2016, 

mobile risk education teams were 

deployed in the areas where the fighting 

took place to warn vulnerable populations and make them aware of measures to be 

adopted to minimize the risks associated with explosive remnants of war. This 

intervention primarily targeted women who clean the city and are likely to find unexploded 

ordonance devices, as well as the families having left the city and wishing to return 

homes without knowning the risk areas. The intervention also targeted children, who 

represent more than 60% of victims since 2012.  

Parallel to this, UNMAS conducted surveys to secure potential areas contaminated by 

dangerous devices and to coordinate the intervention of mine disposal specialists. 

UNMAS is present in the Kidal region for more than two years to address, together with 

its partners, the needs of civilian populations in the field of mine action, particularly by 

conducting risk education campaigns and surveys, but also by coordinating the 

neutralization, removal and destruction of explosive devices.  

Mali, a transit area for West African migrants   

Mali is not only a place of origin but also a place of transit for migration movements 
towards Europe. According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), from 1

st
  

July to 30 September 2016, approximately 7 640 migrants, or 125 migrants per day, have 
transited through Gao and Benena (Segou region. More than a third of these migrants 
leave with the intention to reach Europe, particularly Spain and Italy. In addition, 97% of 
these migrants were men and 6% were  under the age of 18. Furthermore, 40% of these 
migrants are nationals of Guinea and 22% are nationals of Mali. Other nationalities are 
Senegal (15%), the Gambia (12%), and Cote d'Ivoire (3%).. 

In 2015, one 

migrant out of 

three transiting 

through Mali 

came from Guinea 

 

Kidal, Mali (September 2016) – Mobile team to 
educate about mines and explosive remnants of war 
in Kidal  Credit : UNMAS  
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However, IOM notes that in 2015, migrants from Western and Central Africa represented 
6% of the total number of migrants who reached Europe via the Mediterranean.  

This is generally explained by the fact that the migrants prefer to stay in the West African 
sub-region.The causes of their displacement are mainly economic.  

The journey to Europe is perilous. Sub-Saharan Africa is a region that has experienced a 
high fatality rate in the Mediterranean sea. In 2015, the region has experienced 1,218 

deaths, including 376 Malians.  

"In addition of the Gao and Benena routes, a 
third route (Kayes-Gogui-Timbuktu) is 
reportedly increasingly used by migrants. IOM 
and its partners are putting in place 
mechanisms for the registration of migrants 
along this route," reported Bakary Doumbia, 
IOM Chief of Mission in Mali.  

Humanitarian needs remain significant in 2017  
The humanitarian needs overview (HNO) for Mali is in the process of being finalized by 
humanitarian actors. A workshop on the development of the humanitarian response 
strategy was held on 28 and 29 September 2016 in Bamako and brought together 

humanitarian actors, donors and the 
government. 

3 million people will face in 2017 a 
situation of food insecurity and 852 000 
children and pregnant and lactating 
women will be affected by malnutrition. 

Other important needs related to the 
access of returnees and internally 
displaced persons and host communities 
to health care, water, hygiene and 
sanitation, protection and shelters. Needs 
generated by the floods are also taken 
into account in the needs assessment. 

The objective of the HNO is to assist 
people with urgent needs, while developing 
their resilience and sustainable solutions to 
issues they are facing. This process will 

result in the development of a three-year humanitarian response plan (HRP 2017-2019). 

40% 

22% 

15% 

12% 

3% 
8% 

Percentage of migrants in Mali  
per country of origin 

Guinea

Mali

Senegal

Gambia

Ivory Coast

other

Bamako, Mali (September 2016) – Humanitarian 
actors, donors and government representatives 
conduct a meeting to identify humanitarian needs. 
Credit: OCHA/Dembele  

 

376 

1218 

Number of people drowned  
in the Mediterranean Sea   

Mali

Total
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For additional information, please contact: 
Ute Kollies, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, kollies@un.org 

Anouk Desgroseilliers, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali desgroseilliers@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 57 61 
Lazare Ndiaye, Information Management Officer, OCHA Mali ndiaye17@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 55 73 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: 
www.unocha.org/mali | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info 

Follow us: @OCHA_Mali or  www.facebook.com/ochamali.net 

 

354 million dollars to mobilize 
As of 19 October 2016, the funding appeal for the humanitarian response in Mali in 2016 
has mobilized 30 percent of the $354 million required, i.e. $105.5 million, according to the 
data reported to the Financial Tracking System (FTS). 

 

In brief 

On 20 September 2016, Niger declared the outbreak of Rift Valley Fever in 
Tchintabaraden, which borders Menaka. As of 16 October 2016, 123 cases were reported 
out of which 30 people (24%) died. To date, not a single case of Rift Valley fever has 
been documented in Mali.The World Health Organization is assisting the Regional Health 
Directorate in Menaka to take the necessary measures to prevent the disease from 
spreading to Mali. 

IOM officially integrates into the United Nations system 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) officially integrated into the United 
Nations system in September 2016. Having been a partner of the United Nations system 
for a long time, IOM is now a full member.  
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