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KEY FIGURES 

# of IDP 
(IOM – DNDS, August  
2016) 

39, 182 
 

# of refugees in 
neighboring 
countries  
(UNHCR, July 2016) 

134, 336  

People affected 
by food 
insecurity 
(Cadre harmonisé  

March 2016)

  3 million 

#  malnourished 
children 6 to 59 
months (SMART 

2015)   

709, 000

FUNDING 

$354 millions  
Requested (HRP 2016)

28%  
Funded  

 

Violation of the cease-fire  

The resumption of fighting in July between armed movements in violation of the Peace 
Agreement in the Kidal region is a serious threat to the protection of civilians. Hundreds of 
households have fled the violence in Kidal to find refuge in neighbouring regions or 
countries. As of 4 August, the Government and its humanitarian partners have registered 
at least 1,025 new internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Menaka and 356 in Gao, 
according to the National Directorate for Social Development.  

Violence has affected the access of humanitarian workers to populations of Kidal and 
thus contributed to further reducing the humanitarian space. Due to the security situation 
on the ground, humanitarian organizations had to restrict their movements, which limited 
the response to the priority needs of vulnerable people. Health care was provided to 
people who were injured in the violence, but the assessment of the needs of people 
displaced by the violence and the assistance to people affected by floods in the region 
could not be done.  

In the Timbuktu region, clashes between armed groups were also reported in July in the 
commune of Hanzakoma on the south bank of River Niger. 
In the center of the country, humanitarian access has also deteriorated in Nampala zone 
in the Segou region where "terrorist" attacks took place. Similarly, the presence of armed 
men was reported in the “cercles” of Tenekou, Youwarou and Douentza in the Mopti 
region where access is already difficult due to the rainy season.  

Increase in access constraints this year 

Since January 2016, 20 access constraints were recorded in the northern regions. These 
incidents have a significant impact on the capacity of humanitarian actors to provide 
protection and assistance to those in need. In the regions of Gao and Menaka, for 
instance, vehicle theft and looting have particularly deprived or delayed people's access 
to health care and food. 
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Floods: about 9500 people affected  

This season’s flooding has caused 13 deaths, 2 casualties and affected more than 9500 
people (1400 households) in the regions of Sikasso, Kolikoro, Segou, Mopti, Timbuktu, 
Gao, Kidal and Menaka. The Directorate of Civil Protection and Social Development with 
the support of various humanitarian partners distributed emergency aid to those affected. 
The victims particularly received food, water purification products and essential non-food 
items (mats, blankets, tarpaulins, buckets, cooking utensils, etc.) The response to flood is 
underway in all affected regions, except in the Kidal region where the resumption of 
fighting in July and insecurity prevents the delivery of humanitarian aid. 

 
 

Pre-positioning of emergency stocks 

In anticipation of flood risks in this rainy season, emergency aid stocks were pre-
positioned on the ground to promote a quick response. Specifically, UNICEF has 
delivered a lot of material to Civil Defense Directorate worth about 90 million CFA francs 
(US$153,000) for a pre-deployment in risk areas (Kayes, Koulikoro, Sikasso, Segou, 
Mopti, Timbuktu, Gao and Bamako regions). 

These stocks can cover the needs in terms of water, sanitation and non-food items of 
more than 30,000 people who could be affected by flooding, out of a total of 61,000 
people at risk this year. In addition to the Directorate of Civil Protection, these stocks are 
also available to the Regional Departments of Social Development and Solidarity 
Economy and UNICEF NGOs partners. Moreover, WFP also ensures the availability of 
food aid stocks to meet demand when needed.  

The efforts of the partners to ensure the preparedness and response to floods support 
the General Directorate of Civil Protection and its regional departments in the 
implementation of existing contingency plans and in the operationalization of the National 
Emergency Response Plan (ORSEC). The plan was officially activated by the Council of 
Ministers in December 2015 and aims to reinforce the State’s mechanisms to respond to 
emergencies. 

Prevention of malaria during the rainy season  

The Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene and its partners are implementing a preventive 
treatment against malaria during the rainy season; a time of the year when an upsurge of 
the disease is usually observed. Through the “seasonal chemo-prophylaxis”, drugs for 
prevention against malaria are administered to children during the most risky months to 
prevent them from developing the disease.  

Altogether, the Ministry and its partners plan four rounds for children from 3 to 59 months 
in all the health districts. In addition, in the health districts of Kita and Sagabari, 
preventive treatment will be given to children aged 3 months to 10 years as a pilot project. 

In 2015, the number of reported cases of malaria had exceeded the epidemic threshold in 
the Kidal region, which had led to the implementation of a response to administer 
preventive treatment for children aged three years or more as well as adults in the 
affected areas. To address the risk of epidemics this year, an inputs supply plan is being 
implemented by the Pharmacie Populaire of Mali (People's Pharmacy of Mali).  
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The National Program against Malaria has started the administration of the "seasonal 
chemo-prophylaxis" on July 22, 2016. However, the State and its partners are still trying 
to mobilize the resources needed to ensure its effective implementation in all the districts 
of the country.  

Situation of malaria during the 27
th

 first week (2015 & 2016)  

 
 

 

Thousands of lives threatened during the lean 
season 

During the lean season, humanitarian partners increase their efforts to save the lives and 
ensure the normal development of thousands of children who are particularly at risk of 
malnutrition. Indeed, the prevalence of acute malnutrition can double during this period 
due to various factors such as reduced food intake and an increase in the frequency of 
certain diseases linked to the rainy season (acute respiratory infections, diarrheal 
diseases, seasonal malaria) 

In order to prevent and address the effects of acute malnutrition, the World Food Program 
(WFP) and its partners

1
 support the Government in the implementation of the Blanket 

Supplementary Feeding program. This program enables the distribution of nutritional 
supplements and carrying out of activities to detect acute malnutrition, promote 
breastfeeding, complementary feeding and good hygiene practices.  

 

Altogether, 92,000 children aged 6 to 
23 months and 54,000 pregnant 
women and nursing mothers are 
targeted in areas that have a high 
vulnerability to malnutrition and food 
insecurity and aggravating factors 
(such as insecurity or access 
constraints). This relates primarily to 
the regions of Gao and Timbuktu along 
with some circles of Mopti (Youwarou, 
Tenenkou, Douentza) and Segou 
(Tominian). 

* Ségou ( Tominian) , ** Mopti (Douentza, Tenenkou et Youwarou)  
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 IMC, WHH, SVT, PLAN Mali, AVSF, ACF, PUI, NRC et Vision Mondiale 
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Urgent need to mobilize additional resources  

The supplementary feeding program started in April in Timbuktu region, where the rate of 
acute malnutrition is the highest in the country at 17.5 percent

2
 (above the emergency 

threshold). Distributions in other targeted areas started in July. All the distributions were 
expected to continue until October, however, a lack of resources currently affects the 
implementation of the scheduled program.   

For lack of funding, the Government in collaboration with the WFP and all international 
and national partners have undertaken a prioritization exercise of areas and reduced the 
number of months of distribution. Thus, in very high risk areas of deterioration of the 
nutritional situation (Timbuktu) distributions will cover 6 months for children and 4 months 
for pregnant women and nursing mothers. In all other areas, coverage for children will be 
maintained at 4 months as predicted and for pregnant women and nursing mothers it will 
be decreased from 4 to 3 months.  

Despite this, a funding gap of US$ 2.3 million (about 1.3 billion CFA francs) remains to be 
filled, without which the WFP will be forced to reduce, once again, the geographic 
coverage and frequency of its nutritional assistance during this crucial period. According 
to the WFP, the future of more than 57,000 children (6-23 months) and over 39,000 
pregnant women and nursing mothers would thus be compromised given the serious 
consequences of malnutrition on health, physical and mental development. 

Benefits of the Community-based approach in the 
management of severe acute malnutrition 

A new study shows the benefits of decentralization of the management of severe acute 
malnutrition through community health workers. The study, conducted by the NGO Action 
Against Hunger, in partnership with the National Department of Health, the University of 
Bamako and the National Institute for Public Health Research, was carried out among 
children aged 6 to 59 months in a state of severe acute malnutrition in the health district 
of Kita (Region of Kayes) from February 2015 to February 2016. 
 

As part of the study, in addition to the 
regular support and care provided by 
nutrition officers in community health 
centres, 18 community health workers 
have been trained and equipped to 
support cases directly in villages of the 
communes of Tambaga, Bougarabaya 
and Kobiri.  
 
The results have shown that 
malnourished children were twice less 
likely to be referred to hospitalization in 
the study intervention area compared to a 
cohort of children treated under the 
traditional model.  
 

Furthermore, the coverage of the support and care was significantly higher in the project 
area, increasing from 43.9 percent to 86.7 percent. A nationwide implementation of this 
approach could therefore allow a more effective treatment of malnourished children in the 
country. However previous experiences undertaken through community health workers 
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Gao, Mali (January 2016) – A mother and her child 
at the acute malnutrition treatment centre of the Gao 
Hospital. Credit : OCHA/Desgroseilliers 
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had shown poor results, underscoring the importance of ensuring adequate training and 
supervision of agents in order to promote the success of such initiatives. 

More than 6300 people sensitized on humanitarian 
principles by OCHA  

Since 2014, the civil-military coordination 
section of OCHA Mali has trained 6311 
people from various sectors. The majority 
of them are MINUSMA peacekeepers and 
members of the Malian Security and 
Defense Forces. Participants also included 
staff from NGOs, United Nations 
humanitarian agencies and from  
MINUSMA civilian personnel. Moreover, 
this year, the unit extends for the first time 
this training to the Armed Movements 
signatories of the Algiers Peace 
Agreement.  

The training sessions help promote the respect 
for the principles that guide humanitarian action 
(humanity, neutrality, impartiality and 
independence) recalling the obligations of all 
parties in the light of international humanitarian 
law. The contents presented also aim to 
advocate better access to humanitarian aid 
delivery for people in need. Finally, participants 
are informed about the coordination 
mechanisms and tools implemented to enable 
cooperation between civilian and military actors 
while respecting the respective mandates of the 
various actors in the Malian operational 
environment.  

Discussions between participants from various sectors nurture the mutual understanding 
required for the establishment of a climate of confidence for an open dialogue.  

Fostering the application of the peace agreement   

In Bamako and on the ground, there are plans to continue capacity building of members 
of the signatory Armed Movements to support their efforts towards meeting their 
commitments to "facilitate the access of humanitarian agencies and ensure the safety of 
their personnel ", as provided for in Article 49 of the Algiers peace agreement.  

In addition, efforts for the successful implementation of some provisions of Security 
Council Resolution 2295 (2016) on the new mandate of MINUSMA, call for a strong 
involvement of the civil-military coordination section. Indeed, the resolution provides for 
the "deployment of joint security patrols and special units in the North of Mali (...)" (Article 
2) and states that the mandate of MINUSMA aims to "to contribute to the creation of a 
secure environment for the safe, civilian-led delivery of humanitarian assistance, in 
accordance with humanitarian principles (...) in close coordination with humanitarian 
actors; "(Art.19, g).  

The civil-military coordination unit helps in the coordination, management of information, 
advocacy and policy development within the OCHA office in Mali.  
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Timbuktu (April 2016) – MINUSMA staff being 
sensitized on civil-military coordination. Credit: 
OCHA 
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354 million dollars to mobilize 

As of 9 August, the funding appeal for the humanitarian response in Mali in 2016 has 
mobilized 28 percent of the $354 million required, i.e. $98 million, according to the data 
reported to the Financial Tracking System (FTS). 

 

In brief 

Communicating with affected communities through local radio stations 

OCHA Mali is continuing its efforts to coordinate communication with communities’ 
activities in an inter-agency framework. To this end, in July, OCHA facilitated the 
production of a program of Studio Tamani from Timbuktu which focused on the 
achievements and challenges of humanitarian action in the region. The "Grand Dialogue" 
program is a flagship of the Studio Tamani which is broadcast on 60 local radio stations in 
the country, including the areas of humanitarian response in the north and center. 
According to the Hirondelle Foundation, which implements the Studio Tamani project in 
Mali, its daily program reaches an average of 1.6 million listeners.  

Mali’s accession to Statelessness conventions  

The Republic of Mali has officially 
acceded to both Statelessness 
Conventions – the 1954 Convention 
Related to the Status of Stateless 
Persons and the 1961 Convention 
on the Reduction of Statelessness. 
Among the 15 countries in West 
Africa, 11 have therefore acceded to 
the 1954 Convention and 10 to that 
of 1961.  
 
An increasing number of countries 
in the world have acceded to the 
Statelessness Conventions since 
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For additional information, please contact: 
Ute Kollies, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, kollies@un.org 

Anouk Desgroseilliers, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali desgroseilliers@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 57 61 
Lazare Ndiaye, Information Management Officer, OCHA Mali ndiaye17@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 55 73  

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: 
www.unocha.org/mali | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info 

Follow us: @OCHA_Mali or  www.facebook.com/ochamali.net 

the launch of the UNHCR #IBelong campaign (http://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/fr/) in 
November 2014. Today, the 1954 Convention has 88 States parties and the 1961 
Convention, 67 States parties. 

CADRI: Integrating disaster risk reduction into sustainable development process 

The report of the assessment CADRI mission on national capacities in reducing disaster 
risk and preparation for emergency response has been validated during a workshop from 
28 to 30 June in Bamako. (The Capacity for Disaster Reduction Initiative - CADRI - 
conducted an inter-agency assessment mission to Mali in May 2015). Various state 
actors, United Nations partners and NGOs attended the workshop and made a series of 
recommendations.  

The next step now is to develop a comprehensive national action plan that will constitute 
a general roadmap for the implementation of activities that meet all the recommendations 
of the workshop. Simultaneously, a more restricted and specific action plan should be 
developed to implement priority activities taking into account the resources available in 
the country at the level of the government and its technical and financial partners. 

OCHA trains humanitarian partners on information management and advocacy  

About a hundred people have received training from OCHA Mali on information 
management and advocacy in the regions of Mopti, Timbuktu, Gao and Bamako District 
since the beginning of the year. Those trained are from the UN agencies, international 
and national NGOs and technical services of the State. The sessions focused on the 
geographic information system (GIS), the online reporting tool (ORS), mobile data 
collection tool (Kobo) and approaches and advocacy tools. Other sessions are scheduled 
by the end of the year, especially for national and local NGOs. 
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