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HIGHLIGHTS 
 Need to rehabilitate hydraulic 

systems  

 3 million people suffer from 

food insecurity  

 Resurgence of  security 

incidents  

 Displaced people and 

returnees more vulnerable to 

the risks posed by explosive 

devices  

 

  

 

KEY FIGURES 

# of IDP 
(IOM – DNDS, May  
2016) 

37, 561 
 

# of refugees in 
neighboring 
countries  
(UNHCR, May 2016) 

134, 826  

People affected 
by food 
insecurity 
(Cadre harmonisé  

March 2016)

  3 million 

#  malnourished 
children 6 to 59 
months (SMART 

2015)   

709, 000

FUNDING 

$354 millions  
Requested (HRP 2016)

25%  
Funded  

 

Need to rehabilitate hydraulic systems in the 
North   
Nearly 635,000 people do not have access to drinking water in the northern and central 

regions affected by the crisis, as estimated by the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Cluster.  According to the Cluster, access to water in the northern regions - both in terms 

of quantity/quality of water consumed and average distance travelled to get it - is well 

below the national average of 65.6 percent. 

Rate of Access to Drinking Water 
(National Directorate for Hydraulics, 2015) 

  

As regards the functionality of water 

points, some improvements have 

been observed. Indeed, 86 percent 

and 59 percent of water points are 

functional in Timbuktu and Gao 

respectively (Regional Directorates 

for Hydraulics, 2015). However, 

significant disparities exist. 

There is an urgent need for rehabilitations and new water points, especially in the region 
of Gao and Kidal where coverage rates remain low, to meet the needs of the populations 
and those of farmed animals, which are the main livelihood. Significant needs also exist in 
the South in Segou and Koulikoro where access rates are also low. 

In its assessment report
1
 on the situation of water supply in the regions of Gao and Kidal, 

the NGO IEDA Relief states that the shortage of water in the north is both linked to the 
consequences of the conflict and insecurity and to natural and structural factors. The 
report indicates that drinking water supply infrastructure has been seriously damaged 
during the conflict and that it is urgent to rehabilitate non-functional water points.  
 
Moreover, to ensure continuous production of drinking water in the towns of Gao and 
Kidal, the report stresses on the importance of guaranteeing the supply of fuel for the 
generators of the water supply systems. The NGO also advocates for free distributions of 
water in this very hot period where the level of the water table has declined significantly. 
Despite the magnitude of the needs identified, the actions of humanitarian partners 
remain limited due to lack of resources. As at 3 June 2016, the WASH Cluster indicates 
that its activities are funded by 16 percent only.   

 

                                                      

 

1
 IDEA Relief's assessment report is available at http://bit.ly/1UmsOf7   

http://bit.ly/1UmsOf7
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Lean season: 3 million people in food insecurity  

According to the review of the Harmonized Framework conducted in March by the 
Government of Mali and its partners, during the lean season (June - August 2016), more 
than 3 million people will be affected by food insecurity in the country - i.e. 2.6 million 
people in "stress" phase (nearly 14% of the total population) and 423,500 people in 
"crisis" phase (nearly 2.3% of the population).  

According to the distribution and the proportion of people affected, 12 cercles are 
classified as under food insecurity ‘stress' while 37 cercles and the 6 communes in 
Bamako are in the minimum phase. No area is classified in the crisis phase, which is a 
positive evolution compared with last year.  

Food Insecurity Phase Classification per Cercle 
June – August 2015 

 

 June – August 2016

 

 
The populations in the north of the country remain the most affected by food insecurity 

due to a combination of factors, including difficult climatic conditions, the consequences 

of the 2012-2013 conflict and the erosion of livelihoods. The resurgence of inter-

community violence in the north in 2016 and the volatile security situation that have 

affected supply systems and led to unusual displacements of households from insecure 

areas to more secure areas have recently exacerbated food insecurity.  

Humanitarian partners are coordinating their efforts with those of the Government to 
provide emergency food assistance to the most vulnerable people, and to support the 
livelihoods of the people under “stress”.  

This year, the food security sector intends to assist 1 million vulnerable people through 

the 2016 Humanitarian Response Plan. As at 31 May, about 270,000 people have 

received food aid or agricultural and animal breeding inputs (in money transfers or direct 

distributions), according to the data registered in the ORS (Online Reporting System) 

system.  As we enter the lean season, it is important to strengthen the response in the 

food security sector.  

Limited access to Kidal by air  
The airport of Kidal remains closed since the violent demonstrations that occurred in the 
town on 18 and 19 April.  During these events, the runway was occupied by 
demonstrators and facilities were damaged. The airport of Kidal had reopened in late 
January 2016 after a year of closure due to rehabilitation and security work as a result of 
damage caused by another violent demonstration in early 2015. 
 
 

One in every six 

Malians (16%) 

suffers from food 

insecurity during the 

lean season  
 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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This new closure of the 
runway obliges most of the 
humanitarian organizations 
operating in Kidal to carry the 
aid and their staff by road - 
which increases security risks 
and logistical difficulties in this 
rainy season where road 
conditions are deteriorating. 
Certain humanitarian 
organizations are now using a 
secondary runway 15 km from 
the town. 

 
Kidal, Mali (April 2016) - A humanitarian flight lands at the airport of 

Kidal before its degradation and closure. Credit: OCHA/A. Madougou 

Humanitarian access by air to Kidal and other regions in the North remains a key factor 

for the provision of effective assistance to people in need.  

Resurgence of security incidents   
A resurgence of security incidents against humanitarian organizations has been observed 
during the last months. Particularly, 10 hijacking of humanitarian convoys’ vehicles have 
been reported in the regions of Gao and Menaka. Although this type of attacks is not 
new, the fact that attackers tend to exert increased violence - threats and bodily harm 
against humanitarian staff - is particularly worrisome.  

Number of access constraints recorded

 

These security incidents are 
sporadically forcing the 
temporary suspension of 
certain activities and are 
affecting the access of 
vulnerable people to 
adequate assistance.  
Faced with these 
challenges, humanitarian 
organizations are increasing 
their efforts in raising 
awareness among the 
stakeholders and the 
populations on the 
humanitarian principles of  

humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence - with a particular emphasis on aid 
targeting methods based on vulnerability criteria. 

Advocacy is also going on at all levels for the strict implementation of Article 49 of the 
Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation in Mali that commits all signatories to promote 
and comply with humanitarian principles, "to prevent any use of humanitarian assistance 
for political, economic, or military purposes, to facilitate the access of humanitarian 
agencies and to guarantee the security of their staff." 

Status of schools closed at the end of the school year  

While several schools closed in the north and the centre of Mali have reopened during 
last year (since May 2015), many children are still deprived of education. Insecurity 
remains the main cause of school closure, as illustrated by the situation in the region of 
Mopti where 44 additional schools had to close since the beginning of the school year in 
October 2015. Indeed, all schools are currently closed in seven communes in the region 
of Mopti. In the region of Gao where several schools had reopened at the beginning of 
the school year in October 2015, 37 additional schools had to close since then. In the 
region of Kidal, some schools have reopened but 41 of the 62 schools still remain closed. 

Attackers exert an 
increased level of 
violence, which is 
particularly 
worrisome 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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Progress has been made in the region of Timbuktu since the beginning of the school 
year. However, 53 of the 612 schools remain closed.  
 

Number of schools closed per region 

 

In total, the number of schools 
closed in relation to insecurity in 
the centre and north of the 
country has shifted from 454 in 
May 2015 to 268 in October 
2015 and 296 in early June 
2016. Humanitarian partners 
continue to support the Ministry 
of Education to reopen these 
schools and to provide quality 
education for all Malian children.   
 

 
It is also key to ensure the protection of pupils. According to the Education Cluster, during 
the violent demonstrations on 18 and 19 April this year in Kidal, some children have been 
removed from classrooms to participate in the gatherings. This has prevented the delivery 
of classes in a context where the recent reopening of schools in Kidal after four academic 
years of closure had raised new hope among the children. This incident recalls the need, 
in the current context of Mali, for the Government to endorse the Safe Schools 
Declaration

2
.  The document signed by 54 States to date is a political commitment 

intended to protect education against attacks, including by applying the Guidelines for 
Protecting Schools and Universities from Military Use During Armed Conflicts.  

Protecting the displaced Malian population against the 

threat of explosive devices  
Nearly 37,000 people remain internally 
displaced in Mali (IOM, DTM, May 2016) 
and 134,800 people are still refugees in 
neighbouring countries (UNHCR, May 
2016), while 468,400 people who had fled 
during the crisis have now returned in the 
north of the country. Displaced people are 
particularly vulnerable to the risks posed 
by explosive devices due to their lack of 
knowledge of places suspected as 
dangerous, both in the areas where they 
are displaced and in their areas of origin 
where they return.  

 
Children are sensitized to the dangers of mines and 

other explosive devices. Credit: UNMAS 

 
Indeed, when people return home, the risk of incidents involving explosive devices is 

higher than for people who have not fled. In order to plan and prioritize risk awareness 

activities focused on displaced people, UNMAS works in close collaboration with UNHCR 

and IOM at national and regional level to identify priority areas where internally displaced 

persons are living to maximize the response in terms of protection. 

Thousands of people benefitted from risk education sessions  

Between 1 January 2015 and 31 April 2016, 4,556 displaced people and 26,420 

returnees have attended risk education sessions. In addition, 8,786 nomads and 825 

refugees from neighbouring countries have benefited from these awareness-raising 

activities. Emergency interventions are also carried out on a regular basis by UNMAS, 

deploying risk education teams, and also conducting surveys in the villages of origin of 

                                                      

 

2
 More information on the Safe Schools  Declaration is available at :   

http://www.protectingeducation.org/guidelines/support  

In the Mopti region 
44 schools had to 
close due to 
insecurity since the 
beginning of the 
2015 school year   

http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.protectingeducation.org/guidelines/support
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internally displaced persons when suspicious areas are reported. All humanitarian mine 

action activities are implemented in coordination with the Protection Cluster. In addition, 

in May 2016 UNMAS deployed a technical team to Goundam, in the region of Timbuktu in 

support of IOM, to determine the presence of explosive remnants of war in a total of 114 

sites intended for the construction of shelters for vulnerable people.  

Gender-based violence: limited assistance due to 
lack of resources 
Compared to previous year, 
significant progress has been 
achieved in psychosocial support 
for cases recorded in the database 
of the information management 
system on gender-based violence 
(GBV). However, a decline has 
been noted in the provision of 
medical services, livelihoods and 
housing support. Between January 
and March 2016, 430 cases of 
GBV have been recorded in the 
system. 

Services provided to GBV survivors 

* The data for 2015 covers the period from March to July while that of 2016 
covers the period from January to March.     

GBV categories

*The vast majority (97%) of cases of sexual assaults 
recorded are harmful practices such as female 

genital mutilation 

Most of the cases have refused legal assistance or 
referral to security services. The refusal of victims 
to be assisted is sometimes the result of several 
social factors including fear. They generally 
request livelihood support services while the 
response of protection stakeholders is limited in 
this area.  The limited available resources 
generally impacts socio-economic reintegration 
and shelter services for GBV survivors in regions 
affected by the crisis.  Lack of funds and limited 
access due to insecurity also affect the 
geographical coverage of GBV activities and the 
effective deployment of the actors on the ground.  

 
Visit of the United Nations Special Representative of the Secretary-General on 
Sexual Violence in Conflict 
 
The mission to Mali in April of the United Nations Special Representative of the 
Secretary- General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Ms. Zainab Hawa Bangura, provided 
an occasion for high-level advocacy to mobilize additional resources for the response to 
GBV in the country. Discussions with members of the GBV Sub- Cluster also stressed the 
importance of the adoption by the Malian Parliament of a GBV law that would protect 
women and girls, victims and witnesses. 

Timbuktu: malnutrition rate remains high despite the 
ongoing response!   
During the first quarter of 2016, the Nutrition Cluster and its partners have assisted more 
than one-third of acutely malnourished children targeted by the annual humanitarian 
response plan in the region of Timbuktu. This region has the highest rate of global acute 
malnutrition in the country and is among the priority areas for the actors in this sector.  

Thanks to the commitment of humanitarian partners and donors, at the end of the first 
quarter, a total of 13,830 acutely malnourished children including 4,080 cases of severe 
acute malnutrition have been admitted to the treatment centres in the region (coverage 
rate of nearly 38 percent of the annual target estimated to 36,000 children.) 

GBV survivors 

seek livelihood 

support, but only 

a few can benefit 

from such an aid 

due to the lack of 

resources   

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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To meet the needs, it is necessary to strengthen the coordination at the regional level to 
harmonize interventions between various stakeholders and to improve the sharing of 
information. 

The SMART
3
 survey conducted in 2015 had sounded the alarm about the nutritional 

situation in the region. The results indicated a rate of 17.5 percent of global acute 
malnutrition in children from 6-59 months in Timbuktu (the emergency threshold is set at 
15 percent). Among the children affected in the region, 3.9 percent suffer from the most 
severe form, which increases their mortality risk.  

Across the country, the humanitarian actors in the Nutrition Cluster aim this year to assist 
691,000 children and pregnant/breastfeeding women affected by or at risk of malnutrition.  
As at the end of April, nearly 123,922 people have received nutritional support (coverage 
rate of 18 percent of the annual target.)   

New electronic consultation register in health 
centres  

The NGO Terre des Hommes continues the experimentation of its electronic register in 
Mali and in West African countries. This telemedicine project improves the health of 
children through the use of electronic tablets for integrated care and treatment of 
childhood illnesses. 

Medical care and treatment of children has 
improved thanks to a digital tablet and a 

specialized online software. Credit: Terre des 
hommes 

The "IeDA" (Integrated e-Diagnostic Approach) 
electronic consultation register guides health 
workers in child diagnosis and saves medical 
data in a database, via a user-friendly 
electronic form.  By automating key tasks, the 
margin of error is reduced and the quality of 
diagnosis and treatment is improved. The tool 
is being tested in the 20 community health 
centres in the health district of Macina (Segou 
region), to better support health professionals 
in rural areas.  Terre des Hommes has already 
trained 20 Technical Directors to use the tool, 
who then trained their teams. 

In Burkina Faso, the IeDA tool is currently used by more than 1,000 nurses in 200 health 
centres. Since 2014, more than 400,000 medical consultations have been conducted 
using this tool.   

                                                      

 

3
 Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions - Measurement of mortality, 

nutritional status and food security in crisis situations.  

 

 

In the month of April, a screening campaign coupled 
with the National Immunization Day and the Child 
Nutrition Week has enabled the admission of another 
9,652 children suffering from moderate and severe 
acute malnutrition in the region. 

As part of the implementation of the 2016 
Humanitarian Response Plan for Mali, the Nutrition 
Cluster and its partners are conducting emergency 
interventions covering all the health districts in the 
region of Timbuktu.  

More than 13,800 

malnourished 

children treated in 

Timbuktu during 

the first quarter 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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In Mali, in support of the Ministry of Health, this one-year project plans to extend the use 
of the tool to more health districts, to integrate it to the national Health Information System  
and to consider the addition of new modules (integrated care and treatment of acute 
malnutrition, diabetes, mobile clinic) while transferring its management to the ministry.  

Further information about the IeDA project is available at: 
https://www.tdh.ch/fr/actualite/ieda-enfants-innovation  

In Brief 
Mopti: new displacements of populations 

Inter-community violence in the locality of Malemana, cercle of Ténenkou (Mopti region) 
has killed 20 people and caused 800 people to flee to the cercle of Niono (Segou region). 
A rapid assessment conducted on 20 May by the NGOs CARE, HKI and COOPI indicates 
that significant needs are not covered in the areas of health, food security, water, 
sanitation and hygiene, shelter and non-food items and protection for these displaced 
people, most of whom live in host families. World Vision, in partnership with WFP, has 
been distributing food items to vulnerable people in the cercles of Tenenkou, Youwarou 
and Douentza since April 2016, and will be able to do the same for displaced people in 
the cercles of Tenenkou and Niono until the end of September. Governmental authorities 
have also assisted the displaced people with more than 10,000 dollars (6 million CFA 
francs.)  

Flood preparedness   

Nearly 60,000 people are threatened by floods this year in the country, as estimated by 
the 2016 Humanitarian Response Plan for Mali. At the beginning of the rainy season, it is 
urgent for all relevant partners to ensure adequate preparedness to address the risks. 
The Flood Task Force put in place under the General Directorate for Civil Protection must 
be reactivated shortly to review the national contingency plan and to review available 
stocks and their prepositioning. Contingency plans should also be reviewed at the 
regional level  

Engagement with communities   

With regard to engagement with the communities, OCHA Mali has strengthened the 
coordination of communication among humanitarian partners using local radio stations. 
The OCHA sub-offices in Mopti and Gao have facilitated inter-agency radio programs on 
the humanitarian situation in March and April. In addition, through the United Nations 
Communication Group in Mali, in May OCHA took part in the organization of a training 
session for journalists of local radios in Gao, conducted by Mikado FM, the UN radio in 
Mali. In particular, OCHA has facilitated the coverage of topical humanitarian matters 
through practical exercises during the training, thanks to the contributions of various 
humanitarian organisations and partners in Gao.   

Mali prominently featured at the World Humanitarian Summit   

Mali was well represented at the World 
Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul on 23-
24 May.  The official delegation was led 
by President IBK accompanied by the 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Diop; 
Solidarity, Humanitarian Action and 
Reconstruction of the North, Mr. H. 
Konaté; and Trade and Industry, Mr. 
A.K. Konaté. The Humanitarian 
Coordinator Ms. Mbaranga Gasarabwe 
was there on behalf of the United 
Nations system in Mali while eight 
women and men   represented the 
Malian civil society. 

Istanbul, Turkey (23 May 2016) – Panel on radicalisation 
and violent extremism in the Sahel (left to right) : youth 
Samba Cisse President of AJCET,  Minister Konaté, 

UNDP Administrator Ms. Clark, Minister Diop, Director of 
NGO GREFFA Ms. Touré. Crédit : OCHA 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
https://www.tdh.ch/fr/actualite/ieda-enfants-innovation
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For additional information, please contact: 
Ute Kollies, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, kollies@un.org 

Anouk Desgroseilliers, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali desgroseilliers@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 57 61 
Lazare Ndiaye, Information Management Officer, OCHA Mali ndiaye17@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 55 73  

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: 
www.unocha.org/mali | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info 

Follow us: @OCHA_Mali or  www.facebook.com/ochamali.net 

  

In particular, President IBK spoke at the round table of Heads of States on the prevention 
and ending of conflicts in the world and reiterated his commitment to the implementation 
of the Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation. Moreover, an event on radicalization and 
violent extremism in the Sahel with a focus on Mali has also enabled a dialog between a 
high-level panel and representatives of the civil society. 

All information about the Summit and its conclusions are available at: 
https://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org/  

US$354 million to be mobilized  

As at 8 June, the appeal for funds for the humanitarian response in Mali in 2016 has 
mobilized only 25 percent of the 354 million dollars required – i.e. 90 million dollars – 
according to the data registered in the Financial Tracking System (FTS.)  

 
NB. The WASH Cluster estimates that certain contributions have been double-counted in FTS and that the 

correct level of funding for its activities is 16 percent rather than 25 percent.  
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