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KEY FIGURES 

# of IDP 
(IOM – DNDS, 31 
March  2016) 

52, 163 
 

# of refugees in 
neighboring 
countries  
(UNHCR, 31 March 
2016) 

144, 974  

People affected 
by food 
insecurity 
(Cadre harmonisé  

March 2016)

2 million 

#  malnourished 
children 6 to 59 
months (SMART 

2015)   

709, 000

FUNDING 

$354 millions  
Requested (HRP 2016)

12%  
Funded  

 

16 percent of the Malian population affected 
by food insecurity this year  
The outcome of the meeting on the harmonized framework held from 14 to 20 
March in Bamako indicates a gradual stabilization of food insecurity in the 
country. Currently three cercles1 (Menaka, Kidal and Abeïbara) are in "under 
stress" phase while the other 46 cercles and the 6 communes in Bamako are in 
"minimal" phase. At the same period last year (March 2015), two cercles were in 
"crisis" phase and 11 cercles in "under stress" phase.  

Classification of cercles by food insecurity phase (March 2015 and March 2016)
2
 

  

According to forecasts, during the lean period (June-August), no cercle will be in 
“crisis” phase while the number of cercles "under stress"3 will increase from 3 to 
12. The other 37 cercles of the country and the 6 communes in Bamako will 
remain in "minimal" phase.  

 

                                                      

 

1
 Cercle: administrative district (level 2) 

2
 Phases are assigned to cercles  on the basis of the prevalence of the various types of food insecurity    

3
 Douentza, Tenenkou, Youwarou, Timbuktu, Dire, Goundam, Gourma Rharous, Niafounke, Ansongo, 

Bourem, Kidal and Abeibara. 
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Number of people in food insecurity per region (2013 to 2016) 

(Source: Harmonized framework) 

 

In terms of the number of people affected, the analysis of the harmonized 
framework indicates that approximately 241,000 people are currently in "crisis" 
phase while 1.8 million people are in "stress" phase. During the lean period, it is 
estimated that 423,500 people will be in "crisis" phase, i.e. approximately 2 
percent of the total population, and 2.6 million people will be in "stress" 
phase, i.e. approximately 14 percent of the total population. 

Fewer schools are functional in the center of the country  

The number of schools closed in the Mopti region in the center of the country has 
increased since the start of the academic year five months ago. This degradation 
of the situation is mainly linked to insecurity. According to the Education 
Academy in the region of Mopti, the number of schools closed in the region has 
increased from 67 in October 2015 to 117 in March 2016, which deprives 13,000 
children of their basic right to education and leaves 300 teachers jobless.  

During the same period, the number of schools closed has also increased in the 
region of Gao, from 52 to 62.  

In the other regions affected by the conflict, schools are reopening gradually. 
The most significant progress is noted in the region of Timbuktu, where only 52 
schools remain closed compared with 93 at the beginning of the school year. In 
the region of Kidal, a dozen schools have been able to reopen during the same 
period. In total, the number of schools closed in relation to insecurity in the center 
and north of the country has dropped from 284 in October 2015 to 277 in March 
2016.  
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Mali: One school out of five has a canteen   

School meals are an effective safety net that promotes access of children to 
education, health and nutrition. These school feeding programs stimulate the 
rural economy and small farmers, thus ensuring their long-term viability.  

For example, in 2015, the school canteen programs of WFP have resulted in an 
attendance of 93 percent in areas where absenteeism is high in the absence of 
school canteens. In addition, attendance rate for girls (92.9 percent) is 
substantially equal to that of boys (93.5 percent), which demonstrates the 
importance of school canteens for the enrolment and retention of children in 
school. 

According to WFP, 20 percent of schools in Mali, (one school out of five) have 
canteen programs implemented by the State and its partners4. In 2011, only 
15 percent of schools had such programs, according to an estimate made by the 
Partnership for Child Development based on data from the Ministry of Education5.  

The consequences of the crisis that erupted in the country in 2012 continue to 
affect thousands of families whose vulnerabilities have been exacerbated. In 
2016, the Education Cluster estimates that 300,000 girls and boys affected by the 
conflict need support to get access to education6. School feeding programs play 
a key role in supporting the access and retention of children in school. For the 
year 2016, WFP is seeking US$21 million for school canteen programs. To date, 
only $1.9 million has been mobilized while the school year in primary education 
ends in June.  

 

Intervention of partners in schools in 2015 (Source WFP) 

Partner Number 
of schools 

Students 
assisted 

Region Modalities 

Mali Gov. 579 109,165 Gao, Timbuktu 
Mopti, Segou, 
Sikasso, 
Koulikoro, 
Kayes, Bamako 

Meals, Cash 

World Bank 513 118, 411 Gao, Timbuktu, 
Mopti, Segou, 
Koulikoro 

Meals, Cash 

CRS (Catholic  
Relief 
Services) 

311  Mopti, Koulikoro Meals, Cash 

WFP 948 168, 097 Gao, Timbuktu, 
Kidal, Mopti, 
Kayes, 
Koulikoro, 
Sikasso 

Meals, THR 
(Take Home 
Ration) 

Other 195 15, 588 Mopti, Koulikoro, 
Sikasso, Ségou 

Meals 

Total 2, 546 489, 116   

 

 

                                                      

 

4
 Catholic Relief Service (CRS), World Bank, WFP  

5
 Diallo, A.S. 2012. Évolution de l’alimentation scolaire au Mali. French/English Editions, Bamako, PCD. 

6
 Mali  Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2016  

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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Customs and traditions: key factors of malnutrition in Mali  
The findings of a new survey - MICS survey7 conducted in 2015 in all regions of 
the country except Kidal - show that the nutritional situation in the country 
remains "serious" and that this is partly due to socio-cultural practices.  

These results are similar to those recorded by the 2015 SMART nutritional 
survey, which indicated a global acute malnutrition rate of 12.4 percent. 

 

Behaviors to change! 

The survey indicates that although infant and child mortality has declined at the 
national level, the number of children suffering from malnutrition is on the rise. In 
particular, the emergence of various types of malnutrition from the 6th month of 
life reflects the low use of dietary practices recommended for infants and young 
children, such as: "early breastfeeding", exclusive breastfeeding, complementary 
feeding from the age of 6 months and optimum breastfeeding (for 2 years).  

For example, the survey reveals that barely half of mothers (53.2 percent) 
breastfeed their infants during the hour that follows childbirth, that only one-third 
of children (32.6 percent) are on exclusive breastfeeding during the first 6 months 
of life and that only half (55.5 percent) of children from 0 to 23 months are 
adequately fed according to their age. 

In the light of these results, the Nutrition Cluster stresses the importance of 
refocusing the strategy to fight malnutrition by further taking into account these 
socio-cultural factors in prevention efforts while maintaining care and treatment 
at a satisfactory level. 

 

Involving communities  

According to the Nutrition Cluster, several studies carried out on this issue 
indicate that the involvement of communities in the fight against malnutrition 
remains too low and that barriers to access to care by malnourished children are 
mainly due to the conceptions of the population. Malnutrition is not seen as a 
disease but rather as a spell of mystic origin. Due to this conception, care is first 
sought from traditional doctors, and through force-feeding and early weaning.  

To reverse the trend, Unicef and its partners are working mainly in the 
management of severe acute malnutrition, especially treatment and provision of 

                                                      

 

7
 MICS: Multiple indicator cluster survey in Mali carried out by the National Institute of 

Statistics http://mics.unicef.org/news_entries/49/MALI-2015-MICS-KEY-FINDINGS-

REPORT-RELEASED  

 

The survey indicates high prevalence for 
all types of malnutrition: 30.4 percent for 
chronic malnutrition (13.2 percent of severe 
chronic malnutrition), 25 percent for 
underweight (including 8.3 percent for 
severe underweight) and 13.5 percent for 
global acute malnutrition/emaciation (with 
3.4 percent of acute malnutrition/severe 
emaciation). 
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http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://mics.unicef.org/news_entries/49/MALI-2015-MICS-KEY-FINDINGS-REPORT-RELEASED
http://mics.unicef.org/news_entries/49/MALI-2015-MICS-KEY-FINDINGS-REPORT-RELEASED
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drugs and therapeutic foods (RUTF8) based on the community environment, for 
behaviour change and food diversification. 

The partners implement various programs including the "positive deviance" 
approach, and learning and nutritional rehabilitation centres. These activities are 
carried out at community level by the communities themselves through the 
"mamans lumières", community relays and other community actors. Despite 
these efforts, the fight against malnutrition remains a challenge in Mali, which 
cannot be addressed without a stronger involvement of communities, particularly 
in the prevention and promotion of key family practices.  

 

Review of inter-community conflicts in Menaka 

During the last months, two inter-community conflicts in the region of Menaka 
have killed 67 people9, caused nearly 13,00010  people to flee, and led to 
significant material damage.   

These types of inter-community conflicts have existed for decades in the region 
of Menaka, as in the entire northern part of Mali. However, the Protection 
Cluster notes that the crisis of 2012 has exacerbated the situation with the 
weakening of State authority, the presence or the influence of armed groups 
involved in the conflict, uncontrolled circulation of weapons, creation of armed 
militias or self-defence groups in community groups and the rise of inter-
community suspicion. 

 

 

Menaka, Mali (December 2015): Displaced people 
settlement site in Tassirist. Credit: NRC. 

The Protection Cluster stresses 
that the region of Menaka is also 
exposed to risks of land conflicts 
between pastoralists and farmers, 
intra and inter-community power 
struggles, crime and banditry, as 
well as attacks by unidentified 
armed individuals and terrorist 
acts. All these factors represent 
major challenges to the 
establishment and building of 
lasting peace in the region.   

 

                                                      

 

8
 Ready-to-use therapeutic food.  

9
 According to the report of the multisector rapid assessment in the Commune of Menaka conducted in 

March 2016 on the situation of people internally displaced following the inter-community conflict between 
DOSSAQS, 47 people were killed on the side of the Dossaqs and 20 on the side of the Iboghalitanes.  23 
people including one Dossaqs and 22 Iboghalitanes are missing and have not been accounted for to date. 

10
 This data comes from the Protection Cluster 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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Preventing conflicts 

In addition to the response to urgent needs arising from inter-community conflicts 
- food and non-food aid, nutritional support, development of water points, health 
care, etc. - humanitarian actors have taken preventive actions to support the 
reconciliation and peace consolidation efforts. Several awareness sessions were 
organized in this regard. Seven large scope sessions on social cohesion, 
peaceful cohabitation, conflict prevention and education to the risks of improvised 
explosive devices, have reached more than 12,000 people and involved the 
Dossaqs, Fulani, Iboghalitane communities, as well as leaders of the CMA and 
the Platform.  

However, persistent insecurity limits the access of humanitarian actors to the 
affected areas, which has a negative impact on needs assessments and delivery 
of assistance, as well as on protection and human rights monitoring.    

 

Documentation support   

Since 2015, protection actors11 have facilitated and supported the access of 
approximately 4,000 vulnerable people (or people affected by the crisis) to the 
competent authorities to obtain legal documents. Access to education, 
employment, land, justice, voting, civil rights, economic rights, etc. very often 
requires the existence of a birth certificate that establishes the legal identity of the 
citizen and provides them with access to basic services and rights. Because of 
the conflict experienced by Mali, access to this valuable document remains a 
challenge for certain populations.  

According to the 2009 general census, 57 percent of the rural population had 
never obtained a birth certificate compared to an average of 47 percent in the 
total population. This situation has been exacerbated by the crisis of 2012, 
particularly for internally displaced persons, refugees and returnees having lost 
their identification documents during their fleeing or for children born during 
internal displacement or in exile. These vulnerable people, as well as those who 
live in the regions long controlled by armed groups, have difficulty gaining access 
to competent authorities in charge of issuing legal documents, which deprives 
them of their rights and of citizen protection.  

 

Response to meningitis and measles  
 

In March, Mali experienced an outbreak of meningitis cases, particularly in the 
area of Ouelessebougou, 75 km from Bamako. In its report on the epidemiological 
situation week 13, the Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene reported 234 
suspected cases of meningitis with 13 deaths countrywide. With the support of 
WHO, the Ministry has undertaken several response and prevention actions, 
including a vaccination campaign, care and treatment of cases, continuation of 
active monitoring in all health districts, information and sensitization through local, 
national and electronic media.  

                                                      

 

11
 NRC, UNICEF, UNHCR, Plan Mali 

Thousands of people 

in the Menaka 

region have fled due 
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intercommunity 
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Iboghalitanes 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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With respect to measles, the cumulative situation from the 1st to the 13th 
week, according to the Ministry, is 262 suspected cases with one death, or a 
fatality rate of 0.38 percent.   

Sensitization of the population on prevention of and immunization against 
measles is in progress. The response has notably started in the health district of 
Goundam and more specifically in the health area of Razelma.  

 

Synchronized national polio vaccination campaigns  

Four vaccination campaigns against the wild polio virus are planned this year in 
the country and in 12 countries in the sub-region12. In Mali, during the first round, 
more than 15,600 vaccination teams have been deployed throughout the country 
for a period of 4 days to reach more than 7 million children under five years (0 to 
59 months). The campaign was synchronized with Burkina Faso and Cote d'Ivoire 
to ensure all children of vaccination age are covered. Despite the significant 
progress made against polio, these achievements remain fragile because most 
extended immunization programs in West Africa are unable to reach and to 
maintain 95 percent coverage. 

 

In brief  
 

The food security cluster trains its members 

The food security cluster has organized a series of training sessions in the 
regions of Mopti, Timbuktu and Gao with the objective of strengthening the 
capacities of national and international partners to increase their involvement in 
the management of the cluster. It was also intended to build the capacities of the 
partners in the areas of coordination, advocacy and information management. 
The cluster is composed of organizations working at the national level and in the 
regions of Mali to prevent and fight against food insecurity.  

 

The Central Emergency Response Fund allocates $16 million to Mali 

This year Mali has received a US$16 million support from the UN Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF). This amount will be used to finance projects 
in the following seven sectors: food security, nutrition, water hygiene and 
sanitation, protection, education, health, and shelter and non-food items.  In total, 
18 projects of the Mali 2016 humanitarian response plan (HRP 2016) will 
benefit from this funding. The projects have been identified because of their 
priority character to save lives by meeting the most urgent needs. The 
implementation area covers the regions of Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal in the north 
of the country and a number of cercles in the region of Mopti. Only the funding 
allocated to nutrition covers all regions of Mali. 

The projects will be implemented for a period of 9 months, from April to 
December 2016. This new CERF grant brings to $60 million the total contribution 
of the Fund to the humanitarian response in Mali since 2012. 

                                                      

 

12
 The first round took place from 26 to 29 February. The 2nd round from 25 to 28 March, the 3rd round is 

planned to take place from 30th September to 2nd October, while the 4th round will take place from 28 to 31 
October. 
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For additional information, please contact: 
Ute Kollies, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, kollies@un.org 

Anouk Desgroseilliers, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali desgroseilliers@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 57 61 
Lazare Ndiaye, Information Management Officer, OCHA Mali ndiaye17@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 55 73  

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: 
www.unocha.org/mali | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info 

Follow us: @OCHA_Mali or  www.facebook.com/ochamali.net 

 

$354 million to be mobilized 

The $354 million humanitarian appeal for Mali in 2016 is only 12 percent funded 
as at 12 April, i.e. $42.8 million have been mobilized.  
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