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HIGHLIGHTS
• Recent violence and attacks 

in the north have caused the 
displacement of more than 
59,000 people.

• Increase of civilian victims 
due to improvised explosive 
device.

• More than 60,000 people at 
risk of flooding. 

FIGURES
# of IDPs
(DTM, as of 2 June 
2015)

102,346

# refugees in 
neighboring 
countries
(HCR, as of 31 
May 2015)

137,502

Population af-
fected by food 
insecurity
(Harmonised 
framework)

3.1 millions

# of children 
aged 6 to 59 
months (SMART 
Survey )

715,300

FUNDING

377 millions
requested US$ for SRP.

28 % funded

Note from the new humanitarian action Coordi-
nator of Mali

«It is a great honor to enter my function as humanitar-
ian coordinator in Mali. Since my arrival, I have had a 
series of meetings with various members of the hu-
manitarian community in the country. The goal is to 
absorb the realities on the ground and especially to 
listen to various partners’ expectations, with so many 
challenges regarding the delivery of coordinated and 
effective assistance to hundreds of thousands of 
women, men and children affected by the crisis in this 
country. I would like to particularly salute the efforts 
of all the men and women who work, day after day, 
mostly in difficult conditions, to provide essential sup-
port to those in need. I would like my mission to be 
launched on the basis of listening and mutual exchange, in order to ensure that all to-
gether, guided by the principles of humanitarian action; we can continue to save lives». 

Mrs. Mbaranga Gasarabwe

Humanitarian Action Coordinator in Mali 

Mrs. Gasarabwe was appointed on May 8 by the United Nations Secretary General to serve as 

Deputy Special Representative for MINUSMA, resident U.N. Coordinator of humanitarian ac-

tion, and resident representative of UNDP in Mali.

Outbreak of violence causing new displace-
ments 
In the context of a Peace and Reconciliation Agreement   signed on 15 May1 2015 by 
1 The Malian Government, pro-Government armed groups of the “Platform”, as well as mediation signed the 
peace and reconciliation agreement in Mali on 15 may in Bamako. However, the main groups from CMA (Coor-
dination of Azawad movements) have not signed. Following further discussions in Algiers, the CMA is committed 
to signing the agreement on June 20.
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Credit: OCHA/D. Dembele 
Bamako, Mali (May 2015) - Mrs Mbaranga Gas-
arabwe, Humanitarian Action Coordinator in Mali 
(left), with Mrs Ute Kolies, OCHA Mali’s Head of 
Office. 
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part of the parties to the conflict in Mali, an outbreak of violence was  observed in the 
north and the centre of the country. Threats and attacks led by unidentified armed in-
dividuals against civilian populations, as well as fighting and clashes between armed 
groups and militias (anti and pro-governmental 
groups), and between armed groups and the 
defence and security forces were noted. This 
renewed violence and insecurity caused casu-
alties among the civilian population, resulting in 
the displacement of more than 59,000 people. 

Timbuktu region was the most affected. In 
this region, a series of attacks and looting 
led nearly 53,000 people to leave their vil-
lages for larger population hubs or to set 
up improvised camps along the Niger River 
(DTM 2 June 2015, DNDS/IOM). In Gao Re-
gion, nearly 4,000 people were displaced 
during the recent weeks, 2,200 of whom fled 
the violence in the area of Tin-Hama (DTM 2 
June 2015, DNDS/IOM). In Mopti, more than 
2,000 displacements were also recorded (DTM 
2 June 2015, DNDS/IOM). UNHCR also reports more than 800 new refu-
gees in neighbouring countries (Burkina Faso, Niger and Mauritania). 

Given the deterioration of the situation, humanitarian actors are mobilized to 
meet the urgent needs of displaced people. Distributions of food rations, wa-
ter purification products, and basic necessities (cooking utensils, mats, bedcov-
ers, mosquito nets, jerry cans, soap, etc.) have already been completed or are 
underway to meet the needs identified in Timbuktu, Gao and Mopti regions. 

Multi-sectoral needs assessments will also help determine the impact of the destructions 
of  property and looting  and of  the displacements on the livelihoods of affected people 
including  their host communities. Besides, as the sowing season approaches, any pro-
longed displacement  could jeopardize the agricultural season of the affected communities. 

More than 1,300 pupils have their end-of-year examinations disturbed 
The deteriorating security situation has affected the end-of-year school exami-
nations of 1,312 pupils in Gao, Mopti and Timbuktu regions due to the long dis-
tance between examination centres  and their location  in insecure areas. 

The resumption of hostilities has jeopardized the progress made in 2013 and 2014 in 
getting children back to school  . The Education Cluster reports 450 closed schools in the 
five regions directly affected by the conflict (Gao, Kidal, Mopti, Ségou, and Timbuktu); i.e,  
a hundred more compared to  January 2015. In the affected school districts - in particular 
those of Ansongo, Djenne, Goundam, Gourma-Rharous, Ménaka, Sévaré, and Tenenk-
ou - more than 23,000 pupils are affected by the closing of their schools  mainly because 
of the recent developments in the conflict. In 40 communes of Gao, Kidal, Mopti, Ségou 
and Timbuktu regions, more than 50 per cent of the schools are closed. Furthermore, ac-
cording to the Education Cluster, in Mopti region, some local education authorities report 
to have been told by armed individuals to only allow koranic schools or medersa to open.

Violence and resur-
gence of hostilities limit 
access to social and 
basic services as one 
as humanitarian aid. 

  

Credit: OCHA/D. Boundy 
Tombouctou, Mali (May 2015) - A new family of internally 
displaced people.
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Insecurity affects humanitarian organizations’ access to vulnerable people 
During the recent weeks, the deteriorating security situation further hindered humanitar-
ian operations, while needs have increased. In Timbuktu and Gao regions, humanitarian 
organizations temporarily suspended their operations in some areas because of ongo-
ing violence. Some humanitarian workers also had to be relocated as a preventive mea-
sure. As a result, the ambient insecurity delayed the delivery of emergency aid to thou-
sands of displaced people, particularly in the districts of Gourma Rharous and Timbuktu. 

Despite the increased number of armed non-state actors in  northern and  central Mali, 
the resumption of hostilities between parties to the conflict, as well as the rise in ban-
ditry and terrorist acts, 75 humanitarian organizations operate in the north of the 
country (OCHA 3W, April 2015). These organizations have maintained their aid pro-
grams while adopting measures to adjust to this context - for example by using air 
transport with humanitarian flights rather than road transport, which is more risky, or 
by strengthening their partnership with local actors. These adaptation mechanisms 
are continuously revised as the situation evolves, to ensure that risks are mitigated. 

Decrease in the casualties caused by explosive remnants of war  
The continued decontamination and risk-awareness raising efforts of anti-mine ac-
tors contributed to a considerable decrease in the number of casualties caused 
by explosive remnants of war (ERW) in Mali. Since 2013, UNMAS has identi-
fied 140 casualties (79 children against 61 adults, and 116 male against 24 female) 
(as of 29 May 2015), the great majority of whom were recorded in 2013 and 2014. 

Between January 2013 and April 2015, anti-mine actors facilitated the decontamination of 
more than 3 million square meters in conflict-affected areas, including administrative build-
ings, farms, grazing areas, houses, religious and cultural buildings, etc. Over the same peri-
od, more than 1,400 villages were surveyed and at least 1,388 unexploded devices and more 
than 100,000 small calibre ammunitions were destroyed. UNMAS and their partners also 
reached more than 600,000 people with mines and ERW risk awareness raising activities. 

Improvised explosive devices are causing 
more and more civilian casualties 
While the number of casualties caused by ERWs 
is decreasing, improvised explosive devices 
(IED) are causing more and more civilian casual-
ties. These artisanal bombs are generally placed 
on roads and mainly target military actors, but 
happen to cause civilian casualties as collateral 
damage. Since January 2013, IEDs have killed or 
wounded at least 136 civilians in Mali, almost half 
of which took place during the first half of 2015. 

Beyond prevention and demining/decontamination 
activities, humanitarian actors are also providing 
assistance to IED victims and their families. For ex-
ample, since September 2014, Handicap Interna-
tional has assisted at least 148 people through its 
programme in the north of the country, including di-
rect victims, victims’ families and vulnerable people 
with disabilities. This assistance includes rehabilita-

Trend for ERW and IED acci-
dents

 

The number of civilian 
victims caused by IED 
has increased since 
the begining of this 
year



Mali Humanitarian Bulletin | 4

www.unocha.org/mali | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lifes

tion, assisted-mobility devices, and socio-economic support (income-generating activities).

Alarming pastoral situation in the north and the 
centre of the country
The results of the various assessment recently conducted by the Food Security Clus-
ter2  members indicate that livestock breeders in the centre and the north of the coun-
try are struggling. A major fodder deficit aggra-
vated by poor rainfalls and the insecurity resulting 
from the conflict have led livestock breeders on 
an early transhumance while causing exception-
ally high cattle concentrations, especially in Tim-
buktu, Gao and Mopti regions. The lack of fod-
der3 has increased the pressure on the existing 
pasture areas and available water resources. 

Thus the state of herds has deteriorated, resulting in 
reduced milk production, increased livestock deaths 
and deteriorated cattle/cereals terms of trade. A 
Fews Net analysis in May 20154 indicates that the 
average cattle prices decreased by 6 to 15 per cent 
in Timbuktu and Gao regions (districts of Bourem, 
Gao, Gourma Rharous, Goundam and Niafunké). 
In Kidal region, PIDRK5  reports a death rate of 14 
per cent in small ruminants, mainly due to exhaus-
tion after their come-and-go efforts between water 
points and pasture areas. The NGO AVSF6 reports that the cattle feed price increased by 20 to 
30 per cent during the past three months in its areas of intervention (Gao and Timbuktu regions). 

In this context, without sufficient assistance, the food and nutritional insecurity of pastoral 
communities is likely to worsen. For example, in Gao region, it is estimated that more 
than 16,000 livestock breeding households (i.e, more than 100,000 people)7  are affected. 

Ongoing Assistance 
For the coming months, the Food Security Commission (CSA), ICRC, FAO, WFP and their 
partners are planning emergency assistance in the form of free food distributions  (40,000 
tons), which will partly target livestock breeders, as well as provision of cattle feed (1,200 tons) 
in the form of free distributions and subsidized sales. To supplement these efforts, ICRC, FAO 
and some NGOs (CISV, AVSF, ACTED, FLAG, etc,) are planning veterinarian support (vacci-
nation and deworming of animals), as well as rehabilitation of water points and pasture areas. 

Despite these efforts, emergency aid to livestock breeders remains insufficient 
(the National Division of  Animal Production and Industry estimates cattle feed re-
quirements at 80,000 tons) because of the lack of funding - especially early avail-
able funding – the limited number of actors intervening in the livestock breed-
ing sector and the lack of access to certain areas (in particular in Timbuktu region). 

2 EWS/WFP ‘ENSAN’ February 2015; Regional EWS reports from January 2015; ACF/SNV “Assessment of the 
pastoral situation in Gao and Timbuktu”, December 2014; “mission report of pastoral situation in Tarkint and Ber”, 
AVSF, November 2014; General livestock situation in the region of Gao as of December 31, 2014, OASRI/DRPIA;
3 At the national level, the national division of livestock Industry estimated 246 administrative divisions in deficit 
of animal feed, including 169 in the regions of Gao, Kidal, Tombouctou and Mopti.
4 Mali food security update, May 2015 http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ML_
FSOU_2015_05_fr.pdf
5 Integrated Programme for the Rural Development of Kidal Region. 

6 Agronomes et vétérinaires sans frontières 
7 Joint Report of the Food Security Cluster, Mali, http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/cluster _ 
sa_note_plaidoyer_crise_pastorale.pdf

Credit: OCHA/D. Boundy 
Timbuktu, Mali (mai 2015) - L’état des troupeaux 
s’est détérioré en raison du manque d’eau et de four-
rages et le manque d’accès à l’aliment-bétail. 
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Measles response
In May, Kidal region had an outbreak of measles that went beyond the epidemic threshold (10 
cases in a population of 100,000 inhabitants) in the health areas of Tessalit and Kidal. A tem-
porary WHO health mission in the region ensured the response through a vaccination cam-
paign, which was extended to the whole region, with UNICEF’s support. More than 28,000 
doses of vaccine were conveyed to the Kidal region with MINUSMA’s logistical support. 

As a reminder, because of major security constraints, there is no humanitarian organiza-
tion specialized in the health sector permanently present in Kidal region. The airport of 
Kidal is still closed because of the damage caused to the runway during a popular dem-
onstration in January 2015. This situation hinders humanitarian organizations’ access to 
the region and limits their ability to deliver emergency assistance to vulnerable people. 

As of 24 May8 , 148 cases of measles were confirmed in Mali. The epidemic threshold was also 
exceeded in Ségou where a response is underway with a vaccination campaign. Measles is a 
serious viral disease, which is usually transmitted through direct contact or airborne. For more in-
formation about the disease, please visit: http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs286/fr/

Risk of meningitis epidemic
Niger and Burkina Faso, which share border with Mali, are currently facing meningi-
tis epidemics. Health actors in Mali are working to strengthen prevention and to en-
sure preparedness. While no health district in Mali has reached the epidemic thresh-
old as of 5 June, the meningitis alert threshold has been reached in the health district 
of Gao (5 cases on a population of 100,000 people). A response is underway, with the 
vaccination of 4,446 children aged between 3 and 14 in schools and kindergartens. 

More than 60,000 people at risk of flooding in 
2015   
As the rainy season approaches, government and humanitarian actors are mobilized 
to implement preparedness measures to the risks of flooding. The working group on 
flooding response, which includes relevant9   key government and humanitarian actors, 
is working to update the action plan in this field. This action plan, which was prepared 
in 2014, presents activities to be implemented before, during and after rainy seasons. 

It includes minimal preparedness measures such as pre-positioning of stocks, early warning, 
needs assessment in the event of flooding and the setting up of coordination mechanisms to  
effectively assist affected people. The action plan also includes minimal response actions 
such as   conveying stocks to the affected areas and the provision of assistance to people. 

The planning scenario adopted by the working group for this action plan is based on the re-
sults of a survey10  conducted on the basis of the flooding-related data collected by the Civil 
Protection Division between 2006 and 2013. This survey made it possible to classify areas as 
low, medium and high-risk, based on the number of people affected during the past six years. 

8 Cumulated situation of the samples received between the 1st and the 21st weeks of the epidemiologic moni-
toring, Ministry of Health, Mali.
9 MSAHRN, DGPC, Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene, United Nations System Agency, NGOs, Red Cross
10 The study was conducted by actors from the REACH program in partnership with the Civil Protection Division 
with technical and financial support from UNICEF.

Resources must be 
allocated to the pre-
positioning of emer-
gency stockpiles for an 
effective response to 
floods
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 Population at risk of flooding in 2015 

Regions at medium and high level risk  People at risk
Kayes 12, 000
Koulikoro 12, 000
Segou 19, 000
Sikasso   9, 000
Mopti   3, 000
Gao   1, 000
Bamako   4, 000
Timbuktu   1, 000
Total 61, 000

Source: Flooding Action Plan 2014

To ensure an effective response to flooding, adequate resources must be allocated for the 
pre - positioning of food stocks, non-food items, WASH and health items at the level of the 
exposed areas. To address root causes and support prevention and disaster risk reduc-
tion, it is also necessary that the Government and its partners work on ditch cleaning, and 
the raising of awareness about the risks associated with settling in easily flooded areas.  

28% of the requested funding received in 2015 
As of 10 June 2015, the humanitarian appeal for funding received US$105 million; i.e, 
only 28 per cent of the requirements. This low rate of funding jeopardizes the imple-
mentation of key activities this year. Furthermore, an additional amount of US$34 mil-
lion was allocated to the humanitarian response in Mali outside the framework of this 
appeal, according to the data reported to OCHA’s Financial Tracking System (FTS). 
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Portrait of a local organization 

AMDD
The Malian Association for Sustainable Development (AMDD) works mainly in Segou and 
Koulikoro regions, where it is implementing activities  to support  socio-economic inser-
tion of young people, education, psychosocial assistance, food security and livelihoods . 

Since 2013, AMDD has provided support to nearly 750 displaced women through income-
generating activities in Ségou region. Since 2014, the association has been implementing 
school remedial courses to more than 400 children in the commune of Kati while assist-
ing developmentally challenged pre-school children and orphans. The association also of-
fered psychosocial support to nearly 100 women suffering from trauma due to the crisis.

In the communes of Kati and the rural district of Bossofala, AMDD is supporting a collective 
savings and credit system gathering nearly 200 women, and supports the agricultural produc-
tivity of 120 small farmers (2/3 of whom are women). In the field of gardening, AMDD initiated 
individual production and transformation opportunities for 100 vulnerable women, with the final 
objectives of achieving food security and meeting the needs of children and families. AMDD 
also provides training to young girls and boys in fields such as fashion design or metal carpentry. 

AMDD’s interventions aim to strengthen the analytical, organizational and manage-
ment capacities of local communities to help them develop their own vision and become 
change agents for themselves. 

AMDD mainly receives funding from the German NGO DVV International. AMDD would 
like to extend its interventions to other regions.

AMDD can be contacted by e-mall at amddkati@yahoo.fr or Phone at 

+ 223 20280547/66553105 / 66972240 

En bref
Disaster risk reduction: Mali received support from the CADRI initiative
At the request and under the leadership of the Malian Government, a CADRI mission (Ca-
pacity for Disaster Reduction Initiative) visited Bamako, Kayes, Ségou, Mopti and Timbuktu 
regions from 4 to 15 May. The objective was to assess the strengths and weaknesses of 
the relevant national technical services, United Nations agencies and NGOs in the field of 
disaster risk reduction in Mali. This assessment will lead to the formulation of recommenda-
tions to contribute to the development of a national action plan for disaster risk reduction. 

Protection matrix
The Protection Cluster has developed a new tool within the framework of its collaboration 
with the MINUSMA civilian protection strategy. It is a matrix that will make it possible to 
identify the major priority hot spots in the areas covered by humanitarian actors, through 
the assessment of a series of indicators referring to the protection incidents/risks char-
acterizing villages and axes. The aim of the matrix is to support the improvement of the 
operational and local response of the Mission and to ensure an adequate exchange of in-
formation, as well as complementarity for a better response to civilian protection concerns. 

Following the mission 
to Mali, CADRI will 
make recommenda-
tions to the Malian 
authorities to develop 
a national action Plan 
for disaster risk reduc-
tion

For further information, please contact:   
Ute Kollies, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, kollies@un.org, 

Anouk Desgroseiillers, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali, desgroseilliers@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 57 61 

Follow us : @OCHA_Mali et www.facebook.com/ochamali.net

Humanitarian bulletin are available on:

www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarian.info


