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Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

16.1 m 
4.7 m 
(30%)  

0.8 m 

(26%) 

* September 2016 – February 2017 

 

 

The Country Programme supports the Government in 

taking up the Zero Hunger Challenge initiated by the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations. It focuses on 

three main areas:  

(i) support to national integrated school 

feeding approach;  

(ii) nutritional support for vulnerable groups; 

and 

(iii) enhancing resilience of communities in 

vulnerable and disaster prone areas.  

 

While the school feeding activities will be implemented 

in most of the national territory, nutrition and 

resilience activities will pay particular attention to 

Karimama and Malanville districts in the north of the 

country, deemed the most vulnerable districts 

according to social indicators. These districts are 

defined as the convergence zone for the United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) 2014–

2018, and are the focus for WFP nutrition and food 

assistance for assets activities (FFA). 

 

School feeding focuses on areas with high food 

insecurity and low enrolment or high dropout rates. It 

will contribute to human capital development through: 

i) increased access to primary education and increased 

retention, especially among girls; ii) enhanced 

capacities to sustain a national school feeding 

programme; and iii) a multi-sector approach that links 
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education, local food production, nutrition and hygiene 

and serves as an entry point for local development and 

a safety net for vulnerable groups. 

 

Nutrition activities cover: i) targeted supplementary 

feeding to reduce moderate acute malnutrition among 

children under 5 and undernourished pregnant and 

nursing women; ii) a caregivers’ ration for mothers 

accompanying severely malnourished or sick children 

under 5 at therapeutic feeding centres to encourage 

adherence to treatment; and iii) blanket 

supplementary feeding for six months in lean seasons 

to prevent chronic malnutrition among children aged 

6–23 months. 

 

In response to frequent floods and droughts which 

exacerbate the precarious food security and nutrition 

situation in the northern part of the country, WFP 

works on: i) enhancing community resilience 

through Food for Assets (FFA) activities to develop 

protective assets and improve agricultural production; 

and ii) providing training aimed at reducing 

vulnerability to disasters. 

 

WFP is taking FFA as an opportunity to use cash-based 

transfers in the district of Malanville where 

assessments showed that the markets are well stocked 

throughout the year. WFP ensures that women and 

men participate equally in identifying FFA activities and 

that they have equal access to the benefits. 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 

 WFP provided nutrition support to pregnant and 

nursing women and children under five to treat 

moderate acute malnutrition in the districts of 

Karimama and Malanville. 

 

 Despite WFP’s support, the nutritional situation 

remains alarming and current stock will not allow WFP 

to assist all the identified people in need in the 

coming months. 

 

 The orange alert has been activated following the 

rising waters of the Niger River. WFP is closely 

monitoring the situation together with UNDP and the 

National Agency of Civil Protection. 
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Donors 

Germany through a multilateral fund, private donors 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP implemented Targeted Supplementary Feeding 

activities in the districts of Karimama and Malanville 

in response to the high level of moderate acute 

malnutrition of children under five and Blanket 

Supplementary Feeding for pregnant and nursing 

women in the districts of Karimama and Malanville. 

 

 In order to be adequately prepared for the school 

year 2016-2017, WFP prepared the distribution plan 

for the first trimester and submitted it to the 

national counterpart who will be responsible for the 

dispatch. The operation is expected to start on the 

14th of September.  

 

 The Vulnerability Analysis Mapping unit conducted a 

mission in the districts of Karimama and Malanville 

to prepare the next bulletin for the Food Security 
Monitoring System.    

Challenges 

 Nutritional situation in the North of Benin is much 

more alarming than expected. WFP Benin is 

currently lacking funding for most of the 

commodities needed to treat and prevent 

malnutrition. 

 

 Nigeria is reported to be in recession. As a 

consequence, economic situation in Benin is also 

deteriorating with an impact on households’ 

vulnerability particularly in the border area.   
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Country Background & Strategy 

 

Benin’s population is predominantly rural, 51.2 

percent are women and 17.4 percent are children 

under the age of five. Over 36 percent of this 

population remains poor and life expectancy is 59.2 

years and the population growth rate is 3.2 percent, 

among the highest in Africa.  

Although agriculture is the economy's key sector, 

structural and natural disaster problems negatively 

affect food security, nutrition and the trade balance.  

A Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability 

Analysis (CFSVA) conducted in 2013 estimated that 

11 percent of the population is moderately and 

severely food insecure and 34 percent have limited 

or poor food consumption. According to the last 

Integrated Modular Survey on Household Living 

Conditions results (EMICoV, 2011), 32 percent of 

children aged 6 to 59 months suffer from chronic 

malnutrition. The HIV prevalence among adults is 

1.2 percent according to UNAIDS (2013).  

Although the 2013 national net enrolment rate is 98 

percent (99.6 percent for boys and 96.3 percent for 

girls), Benin still has several rural districts with net 

enrolment rates below 60 percent, especially in the 

Northern part of the country.  

WFP has been present in Benin since 1964. 

Contact info: Antoine Hauzeur (antoine.hauzeur@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Housainou Taal 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/benin  

 
 

Chronic malnutrition: 34% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

165 out of 188 

Income Level: Least developed 

Population: 9.9 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/benin

