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WFP Assistance 

 

 

Country Programme 

 

DEV 200243 

(Jan 2012 – Dec 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received 

(in USD) 

5 Month           

Net Funding 

Requirements   

(in USD)* 

336.3 m 
204 m  
(61%) 

2.2 m 
(14%) 

*Septmber - December 2016 

 
 

Through its Country Programme (CP), WFP aims to 

assist 3.6 million people over five years in 15 prioritised 

districts. The CP is designed to improve the long-term 

food security of ultra-poor households and the 

nutritional conditions of women and children in the 

poorest and most food-insecure rural areas and urban 

slums of Bangladesh. It has four components:  

 

Improving Maternal and Child Nutrition (IMCN) 

aims to break the cycle of undernutrition by treating 

and preventing moderate acute malnutrition among 

pregnant and nursing women and children below five in 

especially vulnerable areas. WFP is also engaging in 

advocacy and technical assistance to influence relevant 

nutrition policies and strategies with a focus on 

enhancing nutrition behaviour change communication 

(BCC) and making relevant social safety nets nutrition-

sensitive. 

 

School Feeding (SF) aims to contribute to the 

Government’s goal of achieving universal primary 

education. WFP aims to increase enrolment and 

attendance of pre-and primary schoolchildren by 

distributing fortified biscuits, delivering essential 

learning packages, and providing technical support.  

 

Enhancing Resilience to Natural Disasters and the 

Effects of Climate Change (ER) aims to enhance the 

resilience and food security of particularly vulnerable 

people through the creation of community and 

household assets. It engages participants in community 

projects, provides training on disaster risk reduction 
and life skills, and gives women a cash grant for 

investment following the preparation of a business 

plan.  

 

 

Strengthening Government Safety Nets aims to 

help the Government enhance social safety nets 

addressing hunger and household food insecurity by 

providing technical assistance and implementing a 

promotional safety net and operational research. 

 

Assistance to 

Refugees from 
Myanmar 

 

PRRO 200673 

(July 2014 – Dec 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received   

(in USD) 

4 Month                   

Net Funding 

Requirements           

(in USD)* 

15.5 m 
13.7 m  
(88%) 

500,000 
(21%) 

*September - December 2016 

 
  

Under its Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

(PRRO), WFP is working to improve the food security 

and nutritional status of 34,000 Rohingya refugees 

from Myanmar through three activities: (i) food 

assistance through biometrically coded electronic 

vouchers; (ii) supplementary feeding; and (iii) school 

feeding. WFP provides food assistance through 

electronic vouchers so that refugees can purchase food 

according to their choice. The refugees live in two 

official camps, Kutupalong and Nayapara in the Cox’s 

Bazar District in southeast Bangladesh.  

 

 

 

Highlights 

 Jointly organized with the Bangladesh Ministry of Disaster 

Management and Relief, an earthquake simulation brought 

together key emergency response agencies, including 

government officials, NGOs and United Nations agencies in 

Sylhet on 30 August. The simulation exercise is designed 

to improve logistical readiness in order to reduce the 

impact of a future urban disaster.  

 WFP Bangladesh participated in the first South Asia School 

Feeding Meeting held in Bhutan from 16 to 19 August, 

aimed to facilitate knowledge management and 

implementation of capacity development on school 

feeding. A draft roadmap was formulated in a Dhaka 

stakeholder consultation on 23 and 24 August using the 

System Approach for Better Education Results (SABER) 

framework facilitated by the Regional Bureau. 

 

Credit: © WFP / Kauser Haider. 
Caption: Micronutrient-fortified biscuits at a school 
supported by WFP in southern Bangladesh.   

 

 

Main 
Photo 

 

In Numbers 
573,507 women and men assisted by WFP  

(CP & PRRO) 

 

20,000 women and men to receive emergency             

cash assistance following Cyclone Roanu 

 

55% 45% 
People 
Assisted 
August 2016 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

Top 5 donors CP: USA, multilateral donors, Japan, EU, Australia 
Top 5 donors PRRO: UK, USA, multilateral donors, Australia, 
Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 Following the effects of Cyclone Roanu, the first of two 

rounds of cash transfers was completed to 20,000 

flood-affected people in Southern Bangladesh. A 

senior woman in each of the 4,000 participating 

households receives 4,000 taka per distribution round 

(totalling USD 100 over two rounds) to purchase food 

and replenish other necessities lost. The funding is 

provided by the United Nations Central Emergency 

Response Fund (CERF).  

 

 The WFP Bangladesh nutrition unit has been engaging 

with the formulation of the National Plan of Action for 

Nutrition, which is reaching finalisation. WFP led the 

work stream on nutrition-sensitive key action areas, 

with a special focus on social protection, ensuring this 

key action area is reflected in the multi-sectoral plan. 

 

 On 31 August 2016, the Honourable State Minister of 

Women and Children Affairs welcomed 6,000 women 

from six districts across the country into the 

Investment Component of the Vulnerable Group 

Development (VGD) programme, as part of the 

Government’s efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. 

Starting in 2015, the programme will have provided 

fortified rice, business development, life skills and 

nutrition training and cash for investment to more 

than 21,000 women and their families by 2018. 

Including family members, nearly 100,000 people will 

benefit from the project.  

 

 A pioneer rice miller is ready to sell fortified rice under 

its own brand name “Good Health” in the local market. 

WFP has been providing necessary technical 

assistance to the company in establishing its first 

blending unit. Initially, the fortified rice is expected to 

be sold in various retail stores of Sirajganj district 

followed by expansion to Dhaka district. To mark the 

initiation of commercial sale, an inauguration 

ceremony was held on 9 August with participation of 

the District Commissioner, partners and WFP.  

 

 Under the Enhancing Food Security and Nutrition 

programme (EFSN) and the PRRO, the SCOPE 

platform was fully rolled out by August, enabling food 

and cash transfers and monitoring of utilisation in 

Cox’s Bazar. 

 

Challenges 

 Out of 10,500 mt of the Government’s in-kind wheat, 

7,922 mt has been twinned till date under the School 

Feeding programme. WFP is waiting for the 

confirmation of USD 500,000 from the high-forecasted 

YUM BRAND to twin the remaining wheat for the 

production of micronutrient-fortified biscuits. 

 

 As WFP moves away from being primarily a food 

operator, conscious efforts will be necessary over the 

next few years to transition to new work modalities – 

away from implementing programmes through NGOs 

and toward creating evidence and supporting the 

Government’s capacity in policy and programme 

design and implementation.    

 

    
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

   

Country Background & Strategy 

 

WFP aims to reduce hunger and undernutrition in the 

coming years by implementing and developing, 

through effective partnerships, innovative long-term 

solutions and by responding to emergencies. To 

underpin the development agenda of the 

Government, WFP supports selected government 

safety net programmes and helps mainstreaming 

nutrition. WFP interventions are geographically 

directed to areas of great food insecurity and 
vulnerability, such as in Cox’s Bazar and in slums.  

Bangladesh still faces high poverty and undernutrition 

rates, aggravated by frequent natural disasters and a 

high population density. The high prevalence of child 

marriage and undernutrition in mothers and 

adolescent girls contributes to the cycle of 

undernutrition. The prevalence of stunting in children 

under the age of 5 years continues to pose a major 

challenge, with 5.5 million children (36 percent) 

stunted and a global acute undernutrition rate of 14 

percent (2014 DHS). Despite considerable progress in 

school enrolment, an estimated 3.3 million out of 20 

million primary school aged children remain out of 

school. 

WFP has been present in Bangladesh since 1974 and 

has assisted registered refugees from Myanmar since 

1992. 
  

 

 

Contact info: Jessica Staskiewicz (jessica.staskiewicz@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Christa Räder 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/bangladesh   

 

Chronic malnutrition: 36% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

142 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 160 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/bangladesh

