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Humanitarian situation 
Awaran District in Balochistan is the most affected by the earthquake, with over 90 per cent of 
mud houses reportedly damaged. Awaran's population is scattered over an area of more than 
21,000 square kilometres. More than 60,000 people live within 50 kilometres of the epicentre. 
Other affected districts include Kech, Gwadar, Panjgur and Khuzdar. Senior colleague from an 
INGO has mentioned a mortality figure of 500 deaths in the affected districts, whereas DG 
PMDA has confirmed death of 238 people and 340 injured. 
 

Government Response  
PDMA has conducted a meeting of all Humanitarian organizations today in Quetta. Updating 
the participants DG said that PDMA and UNOCHA have already launched Multi-sector Initial 
Rapid Assessment (MIRA) in Awaran district and results are expected to be uploaded on 
OCHA and NDMA website by tomorrow. He has further informed the participants that PDMA 
through DDMAs is supporting the local people. Organizations willing to support the affectees 
should wait for the MIRA results. PDMA will only be in a position to guide the humanitarian 
organization once the MIRA findings are finalized. Organization willing to conduct their own 
assessments should first consult with PDMA and local administration for No Objection 
Certificates (NOC). During the meeting, two INGO reps have shared their plans to initiate  
assessment and relief operation.  
 
The army has sent 100 personnel as medical staff and 1,000 troops to the area to help with 
rescue efforts and has established a medical centre in Tarteej, one of the worst-affected 
villages. The military and local authorities are conducting rescue and relief operations in the 
affected areas. The military has dispatched four helicopters with food packets, medicines and 
other relief items. Provincial authorities have sent 1,000 tents, 800 food packs and 300 jerry 
cans to the affected area. The NDMA has provided 2,000 tents and 2,000 food packs for the 
affected people (Source: OCHA Situation Report 2). 
 

IR Response 
 IR team attended the meeting called by Provincial Disaster Management Authority 

(PDMA). 

 The ERT from Balochistan office has been mobilized and after obtaining necessary 
approvals from PDMA and district authorities at Awaran, it will leave for Awaran, 
hopefully early morning tomorrow, for conducting initial assessment. However, 
movement of the teams is contingent upon the authorization and clearance from PDMA. 



 The team comprises of seven staff members (including two drivers) and will travel from 
Chagai to Quetta to Awaran via Khuzdar and Bela. It will take around 16 hours to reach 
Awaran by road. 

 Reports from our contacts at Awaran suggest that the Security Forces at Awaran have 
prohibited some of the assessment teams from entering the area. 

 IRP Humanitarian Team (HT) in country office is also closely monitoring the current 
situation. We are in constant touch with CRS, World Vision, Save the Children, NRC, 
Muslim Aid, OCHA and others. 

 IRP does not have emergency stocks currently but has mobilized its vendors for delivery 
of food and non-food items including tents to the affected population, if needed. 

 

Security Situation 
 
Relevant Security Incidents: 
 

 25 September, a team of doctors and paramedics, going from Mashkel town to quake-
hit Awaran district, was attacked by unknown gunmen with no immediate reports of any 
casualty. Security sources told Dawn.com that the unknown miscreants opened fire at 
the rescue team near Mashkel check post. However, the team remained unharmed. 

 24 September, Awaran, assailants opened fire on a security force checkpoint. One 
official was killed. However the incident has not been confirmed by government 
authorities. 

 23 September, Kech, assailants opened fire on a security force convoy. Three 
personnel were killed and many others were injured. The incident has not been 
confirmed by the government authorities. 
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