
DISPLACEMENT SNAPSHOT: BAGHDAD 

1All information, unless otherwise speci�ed, in this report is from IOM’s 
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) from 1 September 2014 and from �eld 
reports of the Rapid Assessment and Response Teams. For more information 
on the  DTM, visit: http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page

2 Displacement Tracking Matrix Round IV Overview Report, as of 7 August 
2014. Available here:  http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
3Figures for number of individual IDPs have been calculated by multiplying the 
number of families by 6, the average size of an Iraqi family.

4 As a single location may host groups of IDPs from di�erent waves of 
displacement, this �gure represents the number of distinct locations in the 
governorate hosting new IDP populations for 2014, regardless of date of 
displacement. 

1

of IDP families had arrived after June

81% of IDP families reported presence of family 
and friends as a pull factor2

58 % of IDP families are living with relatives

IDP MOVEMENT IN 2014

44%

DISPLACEMENT IN 2014PROFILE OF DISPLACEMENT1

OVERVIEW
Baghdad, the capital of Iraq and by far the most populous governorate,  is 
home to a large number of internally displaced people (IDPs) and a  significant 
returnee population. In addition to the large influx of displaced people in the 
years since 2003, a huge number of IDPs displaced outside of Anbar in 2014 
have relocated to Baghdad; it has seen continuous displacement to and from 
the governorate in past months. Security in Baghdad has been unstable, with 
frequent suicide attacks and car bombs detonating in various areas of the 
governorate and within the city.

Baghdad has been an attractive area of displacement for IDPs throughout 
recent decades due to its proximity to conflict areas, the fact that the cost of 
living is cheaper than the KR, and because it has areas with both Sunni and 
Shia’ concentrations. Informal settlements and collectives that have sprung 
up in the past to accommodate IDP waves continue to grow and attract IDPs, 
as the cost of living there is cheap. There is constant displacement within and 
to the governorate, and it has been noted that IDPs tend to migrate toward 
areas that have received displaced populations in the past. 

With the continuation of clashes between AGs and government forces in 
neighboring Anbar and new AG offensives in northern Ninewa, the number 
of IDPs has been steadily increasing since June. As of September 1, IOM had 
identified over 16,800 IDP families in 249 different locations in Baghdad. 
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The Anbar crisis, security concerns in Baghdad, in addition to the large scale flooding 
that affected the Abu Ghraib district in late April pushed over 9,000 families to displace 
in the months before June. Almost all movement to Baghdad prior to June was only 
Arab Muslim Sunnis from Anbar. Also, indicative of the unstable conditions in Baghdad 
itself, more than 500 families displaced from Baghdad to Anbar and few families moved 
towards Wassit, Missan, Kerbala, Basrah, Qadissiya, Thi-Quar, and Babylon. 

IDP movement towards Baghdad since June has mainly originated internally and 
from Ninewa, with a small number of IDPs from Salah al-Din, Kirkuk, Diyala, and 
Babylon. During the months of June and July, half of all displacement was internal and 
concentrated in Karkh and Mahmoudiya districts. 

Displacement spread across Baghdad’s nine districts. Abu Ghraib, which borders the 
Fallujah district of Anbar, hosts the largest number of IDPs with close to 5,400 families, 
followed by Karkh, Mahmoudiya, and Al-Resafa districts. All families in Abu Ghraib 
originated from Anbar and 43% are currently staying with relatives. The proximity 
to Fallujah, where some of the most intensive fighting has occurred as well as the 
flood earlier this year, made Abu Ghraib a safe refuge to those recently displaced. 
Karkh district hosts more than 5,000 IDP families, the second largest number in the 
governorate, with two thirds of the families being accommodated with relatives. 
Mahmoudiya district hosts 17% of IDPs in the governorate, with close to 2,900 families. 
Most of these families are also staying with relatives, and about 300 families electing 
to stay in rented houses. 

Whereas the great majority of IDPs in Baghdad are Arab Sunnis (83%), the governorate 
also received a number of Turkmen Shia from Ninewa, Kirkuk, Diyala, and Salah al-Din. 
There is also a small minority of close to 1,000 families (about 6%) is Arab Shia Muslim. 
While Sunni Muslims are located across most districts of Baghdad, more than half of 
the Arab Shia are in Al-Resafa, with smaller numbers located in Adhamiya, Kadhimia, 
Karkh, and Thawra2. 

Since the beginning of June Al-Resafa district received close to 2,000 families, 44% of 
which are Turkmen. There are 36 families currently staying in military camps  in one 
location the Resafa district, and all are Turkmen Shia. Military camps have historically 
been used for IDP shelters, especially for post-2006 IDPs and have continued to be a 
form of accommodation in Baghdad. 

DISPLACEMENT TRENDS
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Turkmen Shia’ from Telafar take refuge in a 
school in Sadr city, Baghdad. 21 July 2014.
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The most common type of shelter arrangement for Baghdad IDPs is staying with relatives; almost 
60% of all IDP families in Baghdad are being hosted by relatives across the governorate. All 47 
IDP families relocated to Baghdad from the Jurf al-Sakhr and Al-Latifiya districts in the north 
of Babylon, both of which have seen conflict between government forces and AG, are being 
hosted by relatives in the district of Karkh. Unsurprisingly, 81% of IDP families assessed  noted 
the presence of family or relatives as the main pull factor to their current location.  

Additionally, close to 500 families are being hosted by Mosques and holy sites with the majority 
located in Resafa district in 8 different locations. All these families are Shia Muslim, both Turkmen 
and Arab being hosted in Shia holy sites. Ove 600 families are currently seeking shelter in school 
buildings exposed to the possibility of having to relocate when the academic year begins soon.

A staggering number of over 1,300 families are staying in vulnerable housing, meaning in school 
buildings, informal settlements, camps, collective centers, abandoned/public building/ spaces 

under construction exposing them to vulnerabilities such as adequate access to water, food, 
sanitation facilities, and health facilities. 

IDPs in Baghdad are reportedly receiving food assistance through  local NGOs, religious groups, 
and community donations. They also generally have access to public services such as water, 
sanitation and healthcare. 

The main priority needs are non-food items because they left everything behind in their AoO. 
Families have been observed to be sleeping on carpets and borrowing household items from 
neighbors. The majority of IDPs are living in rented houses and they are struggling to pay the 
rent. 

SHELTER, ACCESS TO SERVICES AND NEEDS
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This governorate pro�le was developed under the framework of the Community Revitalization Programme III 
(CRPIII), funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM).

5Other includes abandoned/partially constructed buildings, public buildings, military camps, informal 
settlements, collective centers, hotels, and owned houses, as well as the 1,405 families whose shelter status 
remains unknown.
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With relatives

Religious buildings

Hosted with non-
relatives

Unknown or other5

Rented housing

On 6 September IOM distributed 150 NFI packages to IDPs living in mosques and 
unfinished buildings in al-Ameen neighborhood of Baghdad.
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