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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Slight decrease in 2012 cereal production expected  

 Rice prices have been rising in the last several months 

 Food insecurity persists in certain districts 

Slight decrease in 2012 cereal production 
expected 

Harvesting of the 2012 winter season crops, mainly wheat, barley 
and buckwheat, was completed in May, while that of millet, rice 
and maize will commence in September and continue into 
December.  
 
Rains have been generally good across the country since the 
start of the season (October-March). However, judging from 
satellite imagery, below-average rains were received during the 
second dekad of April to second dekad of June. Rainfall improved 
between July and mid-August over many areas of the country, 
alleviating the situation somewhat, but they returned to below-
normal level since then.  
 
As a result, maize yields are likely to be negatively affected by the 
prolonged dry weather. 
 
The 2012 wheat production is estimated to be slightly higher than 
last season, mainly due to favourable weather during the growing 
period.  
 
The aggregate 2012 cereal harvest is preliminarily estimated at 
171 000 tonnes, including rice in paddy terms, a decrease of 3 
percent over the production of 2011. 
 
Imports consist mainly of rice and maize, which are acquired on 
commercial basis from neighbouring countries, mainly India. The 
total cereal import requirements in the 2012/13 marketing year 
(July/June) are estimated to increase slightly in response to lower 
cereal production prospects in 2012. 

Rice prices have been rising in the last several 
months 

According to the Bhutan National Statistics Bureau (NSB) the 
annual consumer price index was 13.5 percent in the 2nd quarter 
of 2012 over the same period a year earlier. This is the highest 
annual inflation recorded since 2003. The increase is mainly 
attributed to increase in food prices as well as weakening of 
Ngultrum (which is pegged to the Indian Rupee) against US 
Dollar. The food price inflation has been measured at 18.7 
percent as opposed to the non-food price inflation of 10.6 
percent.  
 
Price of rice has been increasing since June, after it remained 
unchanged since January 2012.  
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Food insecurity persists in certain districts 
Food insecurity persists in certain districts of Bhutan, mainly due 
to reduced cereal production and rising food prices. The eastern 
and southern regions of Bhutan are the most vulnerable to food 
insecurity. According to the 2007 Bhutan Living Standard Survey 
Report, poverty and food insecurity prevail predominantly in 
Lhuntse, Samtse, Zhemgang and Monggar districts. 
 
According to the latest UNICEF report, the under-5 mortality rate 
decreased from 138 per 1000 in 1990 to 54 in 2011. 
 
Recent UNHCR information indicates that there are more than 
77 000 Bhutanese citizens of Nepali origin still living in seven 
refugee camps in south-eastern Nepal. 
 
 

 


