
  

 

 

 

 

 

UNHCR operational highlights 
 

• 1,687 Congolese asylum-seekers were registered in Burundi in August 2013, bringing the total number of Congolese asylum-

seekers registered since the beginning of 2013 to 5,745 individuals (they were 3,489 persons at the same period in 2012).  

• More than 15,000 Burundian economic migrants have been expelled from Tanzania following a Tanzanian presidential order 

issued on 25 July. Among the expelled migrants are pregnant women, unaccompanied children, and people with physical 

disability or families from mixed marriages (Burundians/Tanzanians), some of whom separated during their runaway from 

Tanzania. To help at best these expelled Burundians, United Nations agencies (as UNHCR, PAM, UNICEF and IOM) conducted 

an assessment mission on the migrants needs in Rutana and Muyinga provinces, the two main entry points for a majority of 

this population. On 26 August, the Burundian authorities officially asked the support of the United Nations System in Burundi 

which was approved. As of 15 September, estimated 28,000 Burundians were expelled. 

 

Population of concern:  TOTAL 170,597 
As of 31 August 2013 

 

 
 

Refugees by location in August 2013 
 

Urbains  18,709  

41% Musasa  6,694  

14%

Kinama  9,483  

21%

Bwagiriza  9,531  

21%

Kavumu  1,487  

3%

Butare  217  0%

Camps   27,412      

61%

 
 

The number of refugee has increased by 2.31% compared to the 

previous month. 

 

Working with partners 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asylum-seekers by country of origin in August 2013 
 

COD 

1687

ANG: 3

 
 

COD: Democratic Republic of Congo; ANG: Angola. 

Registration of Congolese asylum-seekers from 

January to August 2013, in comparison to 2012 
As of 31 August 2013 

 

 
 

UNHCR Burundi operations budget in 2013* 
As of 31 August 2013 

 

TOTAL BUDGET USD 13,956,427 

Recorded contributions  

CERF 605,502 

Japan 5,000,000 

Switzerland 269,978 

European Union  1,303,781 

TOTAL 7,179,261 

NIVEAU DE FINANCEMENT 22.4 % 

 

*During mid-year review, the operational budget was 

revised (cut of 785,000 USD), which will affect 

protection to and assistance of persons of concern to 

UNHCR. 
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Government Structures  

Projet d’Appui à la Réinsertion des Sinistrés-PARESI (Ministry of 

National Solidarity, Human Rights and Gender); CNI Project 

and Office National de Protection des Réfugiés et des 

Apatrides-ONPRA (Ministry of Home Affairs); Commission 

Nationale des Terres et autres Biens (CNTB). 

Implementing partners 

IRC; AHA; Ligue Iteka; CARITAS BURUNDI; 

RET; COPED; ACCORD; Handicap 

International Federation; Avocats Sans 

Frontières and Red Cross of Burundi. 

 
Operational partners 

WFP (food); UNICEF (education, water); FAO (seeds, tools); 

UNDP (reintegration); WHO (health); IOM (shelter); UNAIDS; 

ICGLR; OHCHR. 

      Internally Displaced Persons 

 Persons at risk of statelessness 

                          Asylum-seekers 

                                    Returnees 

                                        Refugees 

ANG : 3 

COD : 1,687 

78,948 

46,121 

36,505 

7,721 

1,302 



 

 

Achievements  

Influx of Congolese asylum-seekers 

• An influx of DRC asylum seekers had been registered since 16 August at Cishemere transit center (CTC), located in Cibitoke 

province. Military operations from the FARDC (the Congolese armed forces) against armed rebel groups are the reason for this 

influx. Interviewed people stated that they fled the “searching operations” from the FARDC and the abuses committed by the 

armed rebel groups.  

For two weeks, more than 1,000 asylum-seekers were hosted at the CTC, where they were registered by Burundian 

Government structures and assisted by UNHCR and its partners. From 17 to 21 August, an average of 150 to 200 new arrivals 

a day was registered at the transit center. 144 people (32 households) accommodated at the CTC had chosen to stay at the 

center for a few days before going back to the Democratic Republic of Congo. In total, 911 asylum-seekers were transferred to 

Kavumu refugee camp on three convoys organized on 23, 26 and 29 August. On 29 August, 97 Congolese persons were still 

staying  at Cishemere transit center. 

Burundians expelled from Tanzania  

• Since 15 August 2013, more than 15 000 Burundian economic migrants were expelled from Tanzania. Border monitoring was 

conducted in Muyinga, Rutana, Cankuzo, Makamba and Ruyigi Provinces.  

The expelled people arrived at the Burundian-Tanzanian border with no essential resources for their basic needs and 

protection (belongings and civil documentation). Some of them declared that they were evicted from their houses and lands 

before being “pushed away” to Burundi by the Tanzanian local authorities. Most of those Burundians, who have been living in 

Tanzania for many years, and in some cases, since 1972, planned to return as soon as possible to their hills of origin. The other 

ones, who could not pretend to go back to their lands of origin, were accommodated by the local population or in public 

infrastructure such as schools and market places. 

In Muyinga Province, around 2,000 expelled persons who were gathered in a primary school at Murama left the school 

premises between 19 and 25 August. In Rutana Province, the situation is worrying. There are serious concerns in Giharo 

commune which, as of 27 August 2013, accommodated 5,416 Burundians expelled from Tanzania. On 2
nd

 September 2013, 

7,546 people were registered in the province.  

On 26 August, the Minister of National Solidarity, Human Rights and Gender officially requested support to the actions 

initiated by the authorities. The United Nations System in Burundi deployed an assessment mission to assess expelled people’s 

needs. On the basis of this mission, a request for resources was submitted to the United Nations Central Emergency Response 

Fund (CERF).  

Returnees 

• 768 former Burundian returnees (including 221 returnees in August) mainly from DRC and Tanzania arrived in Burundi from 

1 January to 31 August 2013. Even though these returnees have been assisted by UNHCR after their arrival, they are still facing 

reintegration obstacles. UNICEF launched a campaign on the way back to school; and WFP started to provide school meal’s 

rations in return areas. UNHCR monitoring reported significant land issues which would cause major impediments for 

returnees’ local integration. Some areas may face socio-economic impact and instability due to the return of expelled people 

from Tanzania in zones where Burundian were previously repatriated. 

Refugees 

• The verification exercise for urban refugees started on 13 August 2013. During these first three weeks, the verification 

inspectors highlighted the complexity of the interviews conducted due to the families’ size and a large number of 

unaccompanied or separated children. The results of the exercise are likely to be similar to those from previous verification 

exercises conducted in the camps. Moreover, there are concerns related to the low rate in access to education for many 

refugee children who declared to be unable to go to school due to lack of necessary financial resources (259 children are not 

registered in school).  

790 households of 4,330 refugees were interviewed and verified since the beginning of the verification exercise for the 

refugees living in the capital city. 1,376 refugees were identified as persons with specific needs, including 

203 unaccompanied/separated children. 

• The refugee management committee and 12 sectoral committees took office on 29 August in Bwagiriza camp. Out of 

120 committee members, 54 are women (45%). The entire refugee camp community elected its management committee 

composed of 7 members (3 women and 4 men). This committee shall officially act as interlocutors  to the host community, the 

authorities, UNHCR and its partners.  

In Musasa and Kinama camps, the committee elections took place on 3
rd

 September 2013. Urban committee elections in the 

capital city of Bujumbura will be held at the end of the verification exercise.  

Education 

• The DAFI program in Burundi will grant 25 scholarships for the academic year of 2013-2014. Since its creation in 1992, the 

Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative Fund (DAFI) has been helping returnee and refugee students to access to 

higher education. The applications for this year mostly target the camp-based and urban refugees, as well as a few returnees 

(former refugees from Mtabila camp). The deadline for applying to UNHCR offices was set to 13 September. 
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UNHCR staff and presence 
 

UNHCR activities are currently carried out by 160 national staff, 24 international staff and 9 United Nations Volunteers. 

 

Offices: Representation Office in Bujumbura, two Sub Offices in Muyinga and in Makamba and one Field Office in Ruyigi. 

 

For more information, please contact:  

 

UNHCR Office in Burundi  

Avenue du Large, Kinindo, Bujumbura 

BP 307 Bujumbura 

Phone: +257 22 22 32 45  

Join us on: www.facebook.com/UNHCRBurundi 

Bernard Ntwari  

External Relations Unit 

Email: ntwarib@unhcr.org  

Phone: +257 79 918 902 

Nadège Horimbere 

Intern -UNHCR Bujumbura 
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