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Southern Africa • Floods and Cyclones 
Situation Update# 6 
23 February 2011  

 
This report was issued by the Regional Office for Southern & Eastern Africa (ROSEA). It covers the period 16 to 
22 February 2011. The next report will be issued on or around 02 March 2011. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• In Madagascar, the cumulative impact of Tropical Disturbance Bingiza includes 14 deaths, 64 

injured, 8 missing, 5,591 traditional houses destroyed and around 19,000 displaced to transit sites. 
Government will not be declaring a national disaster. 

• In Namibia, the Cuvelai Basin, in particular the Oshakati area, should be on alert for possible flooding 
from the north in the coming week. 

• In Mozambique, the flood alert level has been downgraded from red to orange in the river basins of 
the southern and northern regions and maintained at red along the Zambezi Basin in the central 
region. 

 
II. Regional Situation Overview 

 
Tropical Disturbance Bingiza brought heavy rains to 
Madagascar, northern Mozambique and southern Tanzania, 
causing widespread damage, especially in Madagascar. 
Between 14 and 20 February 2011, rainfall deficits persisted 
over central South Africa, southern and central Mozambique, 
southern Malawi and much of Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, 
and Angola. Rainfall was above average in north-western South 
Africa, local areas in northwestern Namibia, and south-western 
Angola.   
 
Between 23 February and 01 March 2011, there is an increased 
chance for above average rainfall over western Angola, 
northern Mozambique, and Madagascar, and an increased 
chance for below average rainfall over South Africa, Namibia, 
Botswana, and Zimbabwe. This decrease in rainfall activity 
should ease flood conditions over much of the region; however, 
localized flooding still could occur within the next seven days, 
especially in northern Namibia. 

 
IV. Angola 

No new significant flooding has been recorded. However, there are unconfirmed reports in the Angolan press 
that in Benguela Province, Dombe-Grande Commune, the village of Luacho has been cut off by the flooding 
of the Coporolo and Luacho rivers. The municipal administrator has already requested authorities to use air 
transport to supply Luacho village (which has an estimated population of 13,000) with food and medicine. A 
team from the provincial disaster management authority has been dispatched to Dombe-Grande municipality 
to assess the situation.  

Also in Benguela Province, the water level of the Coporolo River has risen significantly at Kalohanga, 
submerging the bridge that connects Kalohanga commune and Cambenje village. 

IV. Lesotho 

In Lesotho, many of the flood-affected roads are drying and the water levels of most of the overflowing rivers 
are declining. Out of the 101 schools that were initially inaccessible due to the flooding of roads and bridges, 
WFP and Government, in collaboration with affected communities, have managed to deliver food to 71 
schools. It is expected that 91 of the 101 initially inaccessible schools will be reached for assistance this 
week.  
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The Lesotho Disaster Management Authority (DMA) has submitted a draft Emergency and Response 
Preparedness Plan to cabinet. The DMA is also drafting an appeal document based on this response plan, 
for Government’s consideration, as requested by the Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office. The UN 
Emergency and Response Task Force continue to hold meetings with partners to coordinate the response. 
As mentioned in the previous update, the Lesotho United Nations Country Team (UNCT) successfully 
submitted an application to OCHA for an emergency cash grant of US$ 50,000, mainly to assist in providing 
logistical support and non-food items. From 22-26 February 2011, an ECHO mission will be assessing the 
impact of the heavy rains on food security in the country. Furthermore, FAO has initiated a system for 
collecting information on the impact of the heavy rains on agricultural in Lesotho. The World Bank is also 
proposing to support a Damage, Loss and Impact assessment and the design of a recovery strategy. This 
proposal will be discussed with Government and partners on 23 February 2011.  

V. Madagascar 
 
On 16 February 2011, Tropical Disturbance Bingiza re-
entered Madagascar and crossed it again from west to south-
east before exiting into the Indian Ocean on 19 February 
2011.  

Bingiza’s impact in north-east Madagascar was much less 
than originally expected. However, heavy rainfall brought by 
Bingiza affected the south-eastern coast of the country, 
causing localized flooding in seven districts. According to the 
National Disaster Management Authority (BNGRC), as of 21 
February 2011 the cumulative impact of Bingiza nationally 
include 14 deaths, 64 injured, eight missing, 5,591 traditional 
houses destroyed, and around 19,000 displaced to transit 
sites. Most of those displaced have already returned home 
after having repaired or rebuilt their houses. Damage to 
infrastructure has also been reported. BNGRC will not be 
declaring a national disaster.  

BNGRC is leading the response, with support from UN and 
partners. The Logistics, Shelter, WASH, Health, Food 
Security and Education Clusters have been activated and are 
supporting BNGRC. Also, the International Federation of the 
Red Cross (IFRC) has allocated CHF 224,833 (about US$ 
240,000) from its Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to 
support the Malagasy National Society in delivering 
immediate assistance to some 2,000 families. The Agriculture 
and Food Security cluster is planning to meet on 23 February 
2011 to plan a joint assessment mission to evaluate impact of Bingiza on the agriculture and food security 
sector.  

For more information please see the Madagascar Situation Report No. 3, available on the ROSEA website 
(http://ochaonline.un.org/rosea). 

VI.  Malawi 
 
On 18 February 2011, the overflow of the North Rukuru River in the northern district of Karonga displaced 
300 households (1,500 people. These households returned to their homes on 21 February 2011. Local 
authorities are responding to the needs of these households with relief items left over from the response to 
the December 2010 Karonga earthquake. 

Except for this incident, the situation in Malawi remains as reported on 15 February 2011, with a total of 
5,220 households (26,100 people) in 23 districts having recorded storm damage to crops and houses and a 
total of 2,608 ha of crops having been affected to varying degrees, according to the Department of Disaster 
Management Affairs (DODMA). 
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VII. Mozambique 

There is progressive improvement in the situation of flood-affected districts. At a Council of Ministers meeting 
held this week it was decided to downgrade the flood alert level from red to orange in the river basins of the 
southern and northern regions and to maintain the red alert along the Zambezi basin in the central region, 
where some key stations (Caia and Marromeu) are still above the alert level.  

In the Zambezi valley in Zambezia Province the National Civil Protection Unit (UNAPROC) has evacuated 193 
households (955 people) from at-risk areas to resettlement centers established in previous flood 
emergencies in 2007, 2008 and 2009.  

The size of affected cropland has increased to 33,709 ha, corresponding to 0.89 per cent of the total planted 
area. Affected crops include maize, rice, sweet potatoes horticulture and bananas. The most affected 
provinces are Maputo, Gaza, Sofala and Zambezia. 

Regarding the implementation of the Limpopo Operational Plan, a second assessment mission to Gaza 
Province indentified the following needs: 1,260 family tents and 43 schools tents; 1,140 latrine slabs; 1,167 
plastic sheets; 798 shelter kits, 5,628 mosquito nets and 2,691 learners kits. The mission also collected 
disaggregated data and identified vulnerable groups among the 2,920 households (14,600 people) receiving 
assistance. 

The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) Clusters and partners, in collaboration with Government, continue to 
monitor the situation and provide assistance covering the needs of the affected population in the sectors of 
water sanitation and hygiene (WASH), food, nutrition, education, protection and shelter. 

For more information on the situation in Mozambique, specifically with regards to identified sector gaps, 
please see the Mozambique Flood Preparedness and Response Situation Report No. 6, available on the 
ROSEA website (http://ochaonline.un.org/rosea). 

VIII. Namibia 

The water levels in the main Oshanas south of the Angola/Namibia border are rising, and it is predicted that 
good rains may continue in the Cuvelai Basin. Based on these factors, the Cuvelai Basin, in particular the 
Oshakati area, should be on alert for possible flooding from the north in the coming week. The situation is 
being closely monitored, and from the available information it is still too early to forecast a repetition of the 
high floods experienced in 2008 and 2009. 

Graphic: Water Levels of Zambezi River at Katima Mulilo – 2009, 2010, 2011 and Normal 
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                Source: Namibia Hydrological Services, Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry 
 
As at 22 February 2011, the Zambezi River at Katima Mulilo stood at 6.14 m, having risen by 74 cm since 15 
February 2011. This is the level (6 m – 7 m) at which the higher ground to which communities moved to 
earlier in the rainfall season start becoming inundated, which could potentially lead to a humanitarian 
situation.  
 

IIX.  South Africa 
 
The results of a UN inter-agency technical capacity mapping to support Government’s current flood response 
and recovery have been shared with UN Resident Coordinator. Results of Government’s flood assessment 
that took place from 07-09 February 2011 have not yet been published. 

IX. Zambia 

To date, no flooding has occurred.   

X. Zimbabwe 
 
No new reports of flooding. 
 

XI. Contact 

Kelly David 
Head of Office, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1609 
david1@un.org, Cell Phone +27 (0) 82 908 1338 

Hein Zeelie 
Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1665 
zeelie@un.org, Cell Phone +27 (0)82 328 3038 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email zeelie@un.org or visit 
ochaonline.un.org/rosea.  
 

Sources: Namibia Hydrological Services, Zambia Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU), 
Mozambique National Water Directorate, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the 
United States of America, relevant United Nations Country Teams, UN Agencies, SADC HYCOS. Malawi 
Department of Disaster Management Affairs (DODMA), Zimbabwe Department of Civil Protection (DCP), 
Madagascar National Disaster Management Authority (BNGRC), National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) of the United States of America. 

Note: Household size estimated at five persons. 

 



Southern Africa: Storm, Flood and Cyclone Damage in 2011
23 February 2011

Country Affected
Displaced or 
evacuated Deaths

Houses 
Destroyed Food Security Infrastructure Damage

Angola  6,797 households             34,380                88            4,980 

Lesotho  NK               3,360               672  4,708 livestock animals killed, crops waterlogged. Damage to roads reported.

Madagascar             21,256                29            5,696 

1,625 houses damaged; One hospital and 4 
health care centres partially damaged in 
Mananara Nord by Bingiza, which also 
destroyed 149 classrooms in one of the 

most affected areas.

Malawi                       27,600               1,500  2,608 ha of crops damaged. 
 Some damage to school and transport 

infratructure. 

Mozambique                     122,415 955  33,709 ha of crops damaged. 

Namibia                    20 

South Africa  NK                91 

 13,043 houses damaged, as well as roads 
and bridges. Cost of damage estimated at 

over $138,000. 

Zimbabwe                            371 
Rain and flood damage to roads, bridges 

and schools have been reported.

Total
 148,886 and 6,797 

households             61,471              208          11,348 

Compiled by OCHA ROSEA. Date: 09 February 2011. Data partial and incomplete. NK means Not Known. Household size estimated at five persons. 

Sources: Namibia Hydrological Service, Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) Zambia Meteorological Department (ZMD), Zambia Department of Water Affairs (DWA, Zambia Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit, SADC Secretariat, SADC Climate Service Centre, 
Angola National Directorate of Water Resources (DNRH), Southern African Regional Climate Outlook Forum (SARCOF), Angola National Institute of Meteorology and Geophysics (INAMET), South Africa Department of Cooperative Government and Traditional 
Affairs (CoGTA), South Africa Department of Water Affairs (DWA), South African Weather Services (SAWS), Mozambique National Water Directorate, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) of the United States of America, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the United States of America, relevant United Nations Country Teams. FEWS NET Country Offices, World Food Programme (WFP) Country Offices, OCHA Country Offices, SADC HYCOS. 
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In South Africa, the Government led a senior level
assessment to flood affected provinces from 7-9 Feb 2011.
On 9 Feb, a technical committee of national and international
humanitarian agencies was convened to discuss support
options to the government in response to the floods.

Southern Africa Flood and Cyclone Update as at 23 February 2011

Disclaimer:
The designations employed and the presentation of material on this
map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Map ID:ROSEA181v06_Southern Africa Flood Update
Creation Date: 23 February 2011
Data Sources: 
Flood Information: Humanitarian Partners on the ground
(See data sources in attached report)
Mapping Data: HYCOS, GIST, ESRI, UN OCHA, ReliefWeb

In Lesotho, many of the flood-affected roads are
drying up and high river levels are declining.

In Mozambique the flood alert level has been downgraded from red to orange in the river basins in the south and
north. The red alert level remains for the Zambezi basin, where Caia and Marromeu stations are still above alert level.
UNAPROC has evacuated 193 Households (955 people) from at-risk areas in the Zambezi Valley in Zambezia
province to resettlement centers established in previous flood emergencies in 2007 to 2009.

300 Households (1,500 people) were displaced for 2 days due to the overflowing
of the Rukuru river in Karonga district, but have since returned home. Local
authorities are responding with relief items left over from the response to the  Dec
2010 Karonga earthquake. As reported on 16 Feb 2011, a total of 5,220
households (26,100 people) in 23 districts have previously recorded storm
damage to crops and houses and approximately 2,608 ha of crops were affected.

Please note that flood areas are mapped at district level, except for Angola 
and Mozambique where some data was provided at a provincial level only. 
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Flood Affected Districts

The Cuvelai Basin, in particular the Oshakati area, should
be on alert for possible flooding from the north in the
coming week.
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The cumulative impact of Tropical
Disturbance Bingiza nationally
included 14 deaths, 64 injuries, 8
people missing, 5,591 traditional
houses destroyed and around
19,000 displaced to transit sites.
Most of those displaced have already
returned home after having repaired
or rebuilt their houses. Damage to
infrastructure has also been reported.

Unconfirmed reports in the Angolan press state that Luacho
village has been cut off by flooding of the Coporolo and
Luacho rivers. The water level of the Coporolo river has risen
significantly, submerging the bridge that connects Kalahonga
commune and Cambenje village.
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Water levels at Katima Mulilo have increased to 6.14m as at
22 Feb 2011. This is the level (6m–7m) at which the higher
ground to which communities moved to earlier in the rainfall
season starts becoming inundated.


